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The Moose Race
Wriamnfor Th. Western Home MonWhy by G. H. Smigh
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Maj. Moose was the biggst aud strong-
est of al the woad folk. Be was aise
vaiu and more given t. boasting than
suo of the others thought was becom-
iug. One day, toward the end of the
long winter, Maj. blouse said:.

"i arn tired of grubbing hore lu the
woods. To-night I shall go t othe hay-
stack of Farmer Goodmnan, a mile beyond
the edgeoaf the forest, aud have a good
fecet."1

"Be ceareful, Major," said Ray Cooni.
1 thiuk that Fermer Goodman has a

dog-y"
"'Poof!' answere4, Maj. Moose. "Little

do I care for a dozen doge. Camie aiong,
ail of yaul I '11 show you smre fun, and
perbaps there wiil be somethiug good
for ail to a et."

When uight came a party of the wood
fok set eut with Maj. Moose for the
haystack of Fariner Goodman. The
three deer did not go, because they were
too timid. Grandpa Fox aud Graudpa
Coon said that the wslk was top long
for them. But r'ame Bear aud her sou,
Bily Bear, Ray Coon and the two Fox
boys, Bouncer Rabbit aud hie frieud,
Gray Squrrel, and severai other youug
folk of the Rabbit and Squirrel familles
-ail were in the psrty, ivhich set forth
in high spirits.

It ivas late ývhen they started and the
walk wss a long eue. Some of them
wero pretty tired beforo they reachod
the hayetack, which wae just behiud
Farmer Goodman'e barn.1 There was
nothiug ta feast on except the hay, whioh
noue of them, except Maj., Moose, cared
much for; but no dog apeared, aud whon
the wood folk haed rested a bit ail wero
in the moud for a frolie.

"What strauge thing le this ?" called
out BiIly Bear from tho baruyard.

"That?" said Ray Coon."W , that
in Fermer Goodman's pung I Ho hitches
hie harse toA itasd rides ta town. I
have ofteu accu hlm."

"I wish that wve had a borse to haut us
home!" sighed Dame Bear. "I've walked
far euaugh for anc uight. I amn tired.

What's that ?" said Maj. Moose. "Who
la tiredi Just pile juta that puug, al of
you! l'Il haul you back homo in a jiffy.
I'm stronger than ton herses, and I'm
the fastest of ail the wood folk."

"You are the strongest, but not the
fastest!" premptly ouied eut Gray Squir-
roi. "My frieud, Bouncer Rabbit, je the
fastest of ail the wood folk. Ask th,
deer or the skstors. They kuow! Seel
Horo is a tiny toy sleigh that Farmer
Goodmnan's littie boy forgat te tako in
last niglt. lil got into-that, aud Boun-
cor wiil haul me homo faster than you
can haut the others lu the pung."

Mai. Mooese fairly suorted with scorn
at the ides that Bouncer Rabbit couid
l'un faster than hoe could. Whiie hoe was
fumaiug snd scolding, Biliy Bear put the
harnese over hie shoulders and tiod the
reins ta hie broad antiers. Thon Biily
Roar and aili the othere, except Gray
Squir roi and Bouncer Rabbit, climbed-
into the pung.

Meantime GCray Squirrel wvas harnees-
ing Bouncer Rabbit into the littie toy

-. sleigh, and as hie did se hoe whispered
samnething in Bouucer's oar aud patted
himn on the back until Bouncer fsirly
danced with ceagorness for tho homneward
race te begin.

It wvas daybreak by tho time they wore
finaily ready te begin the race. Thon
Ray Cdon, Wh1o sat behind Biiiy Bear'lu
the Pulig, gave the word.

li"e!"hoshouted.

Maj. MAoose plunged forwvard dowu the
read tisat led frorn Fermer Goodmnan's
barn toward the forest a mile away.
Ho dragged the pung with ail its pas-
-Pngýers; as if it had had ne weight at ail.
Right beside biim went Bouncer Rabbit
in lOng I eaps that would have made the

litl IVseigli a very liard place for
CraY Squirrel te ride in had hoe net been

lee'in keeping his balaWie. When they
had ~d the field and :were entering
thé' fureFt, Maj. Moose looked eut of the

(one iogh eve and saw that Bouncer
"V 'ii] lo~ebeside lii. Ho flung luis

hiead high and rushed on faster than
before, but hc could nat leave Bouncer
Rabbit behind.

Ile wood folk who had not been to
the haystack.were astir by this time.
Jet Crow cawed loudly overhead,. and the
»thers stood aside in amazement as the
racers rushed by.

So they sped onvard, Maj. Moase
piunging ahead with a great show of
strength, and Bouncer 4eaping ightly'
beside him. Soon they came iu sight of
the frozen lake. It had been agreed that
the race should end on the farther eide,
and the course was up round one end of
it.

"W. are aimoat there!" shouted Gray
Squirrel, as hc leaned forward in the
littie leigh. "Now is the time, Bouncor!
Nw ie the time!"I

With faster leaps and longer loaps
Bouncer Rabbit flashed ta the front.
Ail that Maj. Moose and those in the
pung cauid sec was a flurry of enow as
ho flcw ahead of them, far toward the
head of the lake. Maj. Moose haif stop-
ped and threw high his autlers in disgust.

«%Sok at that! " ho gruuted, panting
hard. "Shall a rabbit beat a moose 1
No, indeed! 'il eut aoeross the lake, and
get there firit, after ail."

"But that will bc cheating!" cried out
Ray Coan.

"Who cares 1" suswered Maj. Moose.
«'If I ctq't win iu anc way, I will in
anather E"

Sa saying he crashed through the snaw-
covered bushes ta the shore of the lake,
with the pung bouncing heavily bohiud.
Then hoe stepped out ou the frozen sur-
face. But it was late in the winter,

n"i the Sun hsd woskeued tho ice near
the shore; it buckled, under the weight
of Mai. Mooso and the punglosd of wood
folk. There was a sudden crackling and
craehiug, sud -ail in an instant Maj.
Moos and the others were splashiug in
the coid water. Maj. Moose flumg hlm-
self about se desperatety that ho quickly
broke the harnees and floundered ashore,
and the others, drippiug and shivering,
foliowed him as bost they coutd. On the
distant shore of the lake they could see,
Bouncer Rabbit Ioping leisurely siong
toward the finish lino.

SWhat a mess!" excia'imed Maj.
Mbose6 cross with himself and with
everyone else. "Ta race with a rabbit
and have it end tike that! P'H have
nothing more ta do with a place where
such things eau happen!'>

Sa ho iumberod off through the forest
toward the othor side of the big mount-
ain, aud the wood folk saw him no mare.

This is how Bouncor Rabbit, whom al
the wood folk flke because ho la a mod-
est fellow and everyano's friond, won the
third race of the winter. That uight he
and Gray Squirrol took the littte toy
sleigh back ta the yard of Fariner Good-
muan, whose little boy had wondored al
day what had became of it; but the big
puug was too hoavy for the wood folk
ta drag out of the lake, 'and there it
stayed, close ta the shore, until Farmer
Goodman himself found it. And ho nover
ceased ta wonder how it gat there.

A SQUARE DEAL

Mau---"l want your opinion on- a mat-
ter. WVould 3,ou advise me ta borrow
$10 ta help me out of a tight place ?"

Lawyer-"B'y ail meaus."
Man-"Very good. Lend me ten."
Lawvr-."That's ail right. My fee

for legai advice le ton dollars and w'l
eall it square."

There is no more effective vermifuge on the
market than Milier's Worm Po-wders. Thcy
wiii not only clear the stomach and bowels of
Worms, but will prove a very serviceable
medicine for children in regulating the
infantile sy-stem and aaintaining it in a
healthy ondition. There is nothing in their
composi'ion that willdiinjure the most deli-
cate 'sîomach when diections9 are followed,
and tlaey can be given to children ini the full
assurance that they will utterly destroy al
Worms.
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