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THE TOR{ONTO VOCAL SOCIETY'S CONCERT.

TIHE programme of the concert te be given by this Society, on Tuesday
Ilpromises te lie a very attractive eue. The work of the Society

includes soi-nt numnbers of the higliest order, amongst which arc Il WVo is
the Angel that Cometb,< specially composed by HIenry Leslie for his own
choir; " Hfuihed in Deathl,« by Dr. ills, and the beautiful motctt by
Geunod, II Coule unto Himi." M'lle Arturi is te sing fromn lier own

eetoire of Italian opera; it will be lier last appearance, as she leaves
.bortly for Europe. The very effective scella from IlSemiramide" will lie

given by M'ille Arturi with the co-operation of the Vocal Society. Extra
8eats are being arranged for, as ail the regular seats have been taken.

THE influential namnes of those gentlemen appointed te look after and
organise a irst-class band in the City of Toronto are ne doubt te lie
lesPected. The want is a genuine one, and the committee selected in
every way fit for its work, coirprising the naines of our most eminent pro-
feseors, as well as of the more or less distinguished patrons and amateurs
that yearly increase anbong us. Yet the want, tbeugh genuine, is net
80 pressing as several others. The complaint recently overbeard by a guest
',t the Board of Trade Banquet is true enough. There is no local organi-
ýation capabla of preferring suitable musical entertaininent at sucli gather-,

'flgs. The local bands are well enough in their way, and miiglt lie lieard a
lIttle oftenler, we think, in fine weatlier, te our own enjoyment and their
OWnr good. T'he theatre orchestra is fair, and occasionally inucli more than

fair; it can play exceedingly 'well, but it remains a theatre orchestra, and
los when transported, even in tlieught, f rom the surreundings of foot-
liglits.2

The formation, therefere, and maintenance of a flrst-class liand weuld be
S'latter te lie grateful for, and we quite understand the liglit iii which the

Ptrmoters of the scheme see it-a very strong liglit, indeed, as we are
&Ware. Yet, casting away the more business like aspect of the matter, the
8t8.te of the case as regards art is this: se require a hand, it is truc, but
We1 require other things infinitely more. It is net possible, even in Troronto,
Wbeh(re a decidedly utilitarian spirit prevails te the exclusion of puirely
a.distic goals, te entirely govern the communîty according te business ends.
Wben the latter principle prevails, art is sure te suffer.b

Now what, as a musical city, and one ambitious of being se censidered,
Torento dees really require, more than anything else, is a resident orchestra.
Muisical work meoves, in these days, very rapidly, and in ever broadening
'v'Ys towards the one goal-oratorio and cantata, and even opera per-
ferinices. Our best concerts are found upon seme of th-se modeis, and
tbi8 is net alone true of Toronto, but ef ail tlie surrounding towns in
0 1ltarie. How ridiculeus it seenis that for upwards of twenty years we

iadh performances of the Il Messiali," the "'Creation," etc., the chorus
8teadily enlarging and improving, more expensive and distinguished
ýol0i8ts heing, eng'iaged each succeeding ycar, and yet comparativoly little
beinlg doue towards the permanent anti systemiatie amielioration of the
0'chestra 1 Most certaînly, if the suggestions as te formation of the banl

carried eut well-and in Mr. Bayley's bands the matter is entirely safe-
th ocal orchestra w.ill he enrichied by supeî-ier wind and brase instruments,

atid it will then bie a comparatively easy undertaking te coîoplete the

",of which we have already a very fair number, and in this hiope we
isrih ail success te the endeavours of these gentlemen who have tîte

14Uical interests of Toronto near te heart. SERANUS.

LONDON SYMPHONY CONCERTS, ST. .JAME9S HALL, LONDON.

TisE sixteenth and last of this series of concerts, of whieh this has
eelthe first season, took place on \Vednestlay evening, March 16. Mr.

5 0 schselel a muisician of great artistic menit, has arrangeèd and conducted
the5n- They have been patronised by the rank and fashion of London,

"d th, public aro indebted te himi for providing, goed music, music of the
!ghest class, for very small fees. The orchestra is composed of eighty

Peked mnen, 'wose instruments sing as if unailîîoously inspired by the

aflcico~ spit, aîiswring, te bis slightest movement. Mr. li ensehel

111 lways bas a vecalist, te break whiat, te somne people, would bie

lOo of nierely instrumental music. Certainly the change enhances
e m of the retuirn te it. '[bis last concert was opeiled with C. Voni
e~b"r's IlJubilee Overtiure." It wvas written in 1818 te celebrate the

11bilee of Augustus I[I. of Saxeny. Our National Anthien is iintrodnced
aeCoda, whichi is very grandly worked up), and is fortissimla tbrouglîout.

it reason of the introduction cf this tune is that it is the- national air of

The Sections of the Germnan Empire, Saxony aînongst the number.

this Performance of this striking everture was, of course, appropriate at

JIUcon1cert, wbich coines nearest te the great national celebration next

Ilh 4bert's beautiful sympbony in C (Ne. 7) was next perferuîed.
019,very longr, it was listened te tlireughout withi great attention, and

~0 ed tremlendorîs applause at its conclusion. IL is erie of Schubert's

be Interes4titi" works, but it is thanks te Robert Schumann that it has
Z1 lcdin its proper liglit before the musical world. Ten years after

M ith s death Schumann discovered it in MS., and at once arranged
o l" erdinland Schubert (the composer's brother) te send it te the Director

0f th ewadîu Concerts, Mendelssohn heing tbn the directing artist.

pro 'st glance sufficcd te convince bimi of the beauty cf this viasterly
eoju"tien and it was received witli universal admiration. Tt is tiow

401sed a priceless treasure.
Llengnin',, Il Leguid "~ and '' Far'ewell te Elsa, " was muagiioerîtly .<îngc
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by Mr. Edward Lloyd. With none of the stage surroundings, lie threw
himself into the spirit of the situation, and gave it with dramatic force.
The etherial chords on the violins, which introduce this exquisite solo,
and the accompaniment throughout, with the tnelody and motif of the
lloly Grail now and again appearing, is indeed very lovely.

The IlKaisermarsch " (Wagner) was the conclnding number. The
German National lyînn is mlajestically introduced and worlred into this
,grand m-arch. The fact that it wvas inspired on the electionof the German
Emnperor to Imperial office, at the end of the Franco-German War in 1871,
made it a particularly happy selection at this moment-on the eve of the
greatféte in honour of his ninetieth birthday. Thus the two remarkrable
monareliical events of the day were appropriately remembered by the
opening and concluding numbers on the programme.

Mr. Henschel is a tliorough musician, and the four recitals that hie and
Mrs. Henschel (wvho sings very charmingly> have given in the Prince 's
Hall have been much thought of by munsic-loving people. The Princess of
Wales was present at the last one. FREDA.

London, ifarch 18, 1887.

Musice.
Ànglo-Canadian Music Company:

"MY SWEETIIEART," (SCO'rTISCHE). Charles Coote.
BLACKBERItuES," (POLKA). Auguste Van Biene.
KýATRINA," (\VÂLTZ). May Astîpre.

Some pretty additions to the dance music repertoire-the last men-
tioried hy far the rnost melodious-hut not se easy as the others.

MRs. ARTHUR SPRAGCE lias collected in a volume the series of articles
published in THE WEEK as "'Jottings a]ong the C. P. R.," dese.ribing the
journey from O)ntario to the Pacifie Coast, with an excursion Up the
Kootenay. The articles have been revised throughout, and some additional
ehapters added, the whole now giving mucli valuable information about
the far WVest and British Columbia, witli its mining industries, not to be
ebtained elsewliere. The volume is on the eve of publication by Mr.
C. Blackett Robinson.

WE are pleased te see Chat steps have heen taken by the Canadiani In-
stitute in the dil-ection of our recent editorial note on the"I Mineral Indus-
tries of Canada." In a very interesting paper on the 'lIron Ores of
Ontario," read on Saturday, Mr. James T. B. ives, F.G.S., pointed out the
great necessity for systematically recording the information obtained during
mailng operations with a view to establish laws in connection with
metalliferous occurrence. This matter was previously strongly recomn-
mended by Sir Wm. Logan, Dr. Sterry Hunt, and other* eminent scientists,
and also by the Geological Section of thie British Association, at the Mont-
real mieeting, iii 1884. The Institute have named a committee to takre steps
to calil the' attention of the Dominion and Local Governments to the advis-
abulity of some legislation with a view to obtain system ,tic statistics and
information about our minerai production, which lias been greatly neglected
in tho past, and whichi every day is growing more important to the wealth
and prosperity of Canada.

LITERARY GOSS[P.

Xaimportant work on Russia is about to lie broulght out hy the Harpers. The general
titis of the book xviii lie Il The Russian ('huirch," its author being Mr. Albert F. Heard,
formerly Consul.General. of Russia at Shîanghai. The work will deal with the introduc.
tion of ('hristianity in IRsiits clevelopinent and its influence witb the people. Chapters
xviii ai'., lie devoted to descripîtions of Russian mnonasteries and sketches of the priests of
the Russian Chuirch.

11EV. EnwAîî ElVFRICTT HALE is devoting ail bis time to the gathering of materiai

for the second volume of bis life oif Benjamin Franklin. For this volume Dr. Hale has
succeeded in seduring consideraiîlc information and documents of a irnnst interesting and

rare character.. Idditionîal inateriai for the work. is now being securcd by speciaiists and
corresîa<ndonts iii i,,trop)e, '«'nda thiis," states Dr. Haie, Ilwill make iny progregs with the

boiok îîecessarily slow. 1 doutit very munch, liecause oif this, if the volume will be issued

hefore next October."

Ties first nuiniber of the new A4<ncrian Vaaze'i xvii be ready this week, when a first
editi<în of 75,000 copies is to be put on the market. Fr<în a giance at the advance sheets
the folloxving is a partiali list (if the contents : Il The Riaquîette in '.55, " a description of the
Adirondack ]Mountainîs i<1 1655, wiil be the ol<ening article, and is written by Professor
Van Buren 1)ensiow ; Edgar Fawcett contributes the first chapters of bis new serial of
'New York society life, " Oh'.ia T)elapilaine " ;.1. T. Trowbri<ige recounts bis Il Experiences
of anl Author " ;Z. 1 . White, the Washington newspaper correspondent, gives a series of
offliand sketches of )roîm nsnt United States Senators, accompanied with portraits; Rev.
,john P'. Newman tells oif Il General Grant's Habits " ;Rose Eytinge writes of "lThe
Sinalinesq of the W<îrid," ami W. H. Rideing xviii descrihe Il iterary Life in Bos3ton."

THE~ NIAY issue of Harpe<'s JIaç/aZne will contain anl important article entitled
'Recent 1\ovenient iii Southern liter:tuire," hy Charles W,. Coleman, Jr., with portraits

of such rising sontherni authors as George W. Calîle, Joel Chandler Harris, Charles Egbert
Craddock (Nliss Mary N. M<îrfrse), Rtobert Burns Wilson, the Kentucky poet ; Thonias
Nelson Page, Richard Maicom Johnston, Jua Magruder, Frances Courtenay Baylor,
Grace King, Amnelie Rives, and others. M«nts. Coquelin bas a copiously illustrated article

on"French Actors and Acting," anti Mr. Charles C. Marshall wiil write on IlThe
American Mvlastiff." Richard Henry Stoddard bas contributed a poem called IlFrowns
and Tears." Mr. George William CurtLis pays a giowing tribute te Henry Ward Beecher,
and dNvells on ti<e patriotic preacher's love for humanity, home, tiowerm, and cbildron. Mr',
Howe<dis revisws the eariy letters of Thomras Carlyle ani those addressed t« Miss çsh
Mr. loxvell"., Il Democracy,1" and the wîrks of the Rýussiat, nivelist Tolmtoi.
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