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The qucstlon of mumclpul govum—
ment is one which has a scricus intevest
for the peoplo of Canada, where 80 many
matters of local import are ‘laft to the
control of the municipal corporations.
Indeed the taxing and expending powers
of Lhese civic bodiesare practically limit-
less ; if they are ‘checked by tho act of
InCurpomtlon, they have only to bam-
boozle the electors in to passinga *money
hy-law” to give them free nccess to Lhe
pockets of tho tax-payers. Henco it has
come to pnss in Canada, a8 in other coun-
trice, that these small representative
bodies who rule in townships, counties,
and citics, not unfrequently fall into ex-
travagnnt habits, or at the best make
but a very bad use of the local revenues,
Quebee has had its full share of such
experivnces; the Legislature has been
called upon to interfere more than once
in its local affnirs, nnd last year an
amended charter was obtained which re-
anlted, nt the end of the municipal term,
in the election of & 4 reformed” corporn-
tion, of which Mr. P. Garnesu, an en-
terprising citfzen, was elected Mayor,

Pierre Gnrnenu, Fsq., merchant and
Mavor of the city of Quebec, was born
at tap Santé on the 8th of May, 1823,
and has resided at Quebec sinee 1539,

From 1852 to 186 he was & muember
of the Armof L. & <, Tétn & Co., and
since the latter year he has been n part-
per in the well-known dry goods estub-
fisliment of Messes. Tétu & Garneaa,

ft were well for the ancient Cupital,
and indeed for any city, did it contain
wany men of Lquul xnlupnau., und acti-
vity, e has taken a leading part in
hiost eve ry nndertaking which seemed
likely to benctit the city of Quebee or to
whoanee the interests st large of his
native conntry.  To coumerate a few of
theur: be has been President of  the
Quebee street Railway Company from its
catniiiencd taeut in 1862,
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With a few ener gctxo c.ltmcns hu united ;
in the formation of the: Quc.bcc and’ Gulf. -
Ports Steamship Company:as Director,

~and filled the President's chair durmg' ‘

two years, The difficultics _wh]ch' beset
this Company before it had attained its

~ present position rendered a scat at the
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Board of Dircction nnythmg but 8 sine-
cure,

He took an active share in the Qu«.b-.r'
and Gosford Railway, of which he is one
of the Dircc'ors. This is one of the
first of wooden railways introduced into
this Province, and if (as is confidently
predicted) it should realise the expecta-
tions of its promotery, it will materially
contribute to the prosperity of Quebec
by opening up a - most vahmble back
country, :

Being desirous of introducing man-
ufactures into Quebec, he originated the
idea of establishing a rubber factory,
and was successful in getting up the
¢ Quebee Rubber Company,” having
been chairman of the committee appoint-
ed to take the initiative in this new and
important branch of local industry.

Mr. Garneau has been during ten
years a member; and for the last two
years Vice-President, of the Quubec
Juard of Crade,

A statute having been passed in the
lust ses=lon to remodel the Corporation
of the dty of Quebee, he was elected
alderman for 8t Peter's Ward (the mer-
eantile wurd of Quebed), and uneni-
mousty chosen Mayor of the city of
Quebee by the City Council,  These are
honours of some significance at present,
the citizens of QUL!JLL having beon
awankened from their apathy Uy the per-
sistent exertions of the Citizens' Asso-
ciation.

Mr. Garncau speaks both languages
with fluency, und is descrvedly popula.r
with his fello“-(ltmna of either origin
in a city in which he has spent enough
of his lifetime in promincnt positions to
have become well known aud thoroughly
apprecinted.
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