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THE TORONTO CHRISTIAN OBSERVFR

tolic authority, But it dees not answer to the
description here given of this mystery, L was
not kept secret until the tithe of the Apostle Paul;
for Alvaham was justified in uncivcumeision, that
e might be the father of all them that Lelieve,
though they be not civenmeised, A clear invinns.
tion that this rite would not be binding upon his
spiritual childien among the Geatiles, * Agam,
when our Lord sent his "Apostles to preach the
Gospel to every creature, faith and baptism were
eujoined upon the converts, but not a word is said
respecting circumcision; which would be a sur-
prising circumstance if the 1ite was to be binding
upon theins  And lastly, when the prejudices of
the Jews made it uccessary that this question
should be determined, by Divine authority, the re-
velation was made, not to Panl, but to Peter,
which revelation was the groun. of the Apostolic
decision on this subject. Acts, xi, I~18 ; xv, 12-17.

e A g

6. Nor can thisanystery signify tne dispersion of
the Jews, and their ultimate restoration to their
own land. ‘These things were Niviiely 1eveuled
fromn the beginning of the Jewish ‘Theocracy, Daut
xxx, 1-63 xxviii:. Hesides the Apostie refuis to
the Gentiles, not to the Jews,  *“Ihat the GEN-
r1LEs should be fellow hehis, and of the samne
body.” ¢ That I should preach among the Grx.
f10Es, the unsearchable riches of Clirist? The
dispensation bas peculiar respect to the Gentiles;
and conseqmently, us such, we bave a special in.
terest in what is revealed concerning it.

The quention theh is, What is the dispenation of
which the -\posllé speaks? What do we find in

“the New Testament, that was: ot revealed in the
Old and made knowitto thesaints of tormer ages ¢
The answer is, We 8ind the dispensation of an
Elect Gentile church; a multitude of called-oute
ones, of every nation, kitdred, tongue, and people,
who are required to believe in Chirist, upon the
westimony of his own word; to be witnesses for
Him while He is absent from the earth ; to confess
Him to be their Saviour and their Lord, while He
is generully despised and rejected of men ; 1o obey
Uis holy will, and to suffec for His sake, not
counting their lives dear unto them; to labour to
improve every endowment, and capability of hos
sauring God, and of doing xond to men, which iy
com:it el to their care; and by patient continue
ance in well duing, to sccure # 'The crown of life.
which the Lord hath promised to them that love
Hin” This Elect Gentile chiurch is czlled to be
biide of the Lamb ; to sit upon His throne in the
heavenly kingdom ; and 1o reign with Christ, as
priests and kings for ever and ever.  On this sub-
ject, Mr. Cuninzhame says, “ When the wise vir-
gins go in with our Lon! to the marriage, it is onr
belief that the chuich of the First-bown, or First
Fuuits, is completed, and that door for ever shut;
nor shall ane of the 1ace of Ldam thereafter ens
writ.  The saved afterwards do not, aud cannot,
rhedt that glory.  They shall indeed walk in the

¥3ht of the New Jerusalens, but they are not citis
ansof it.  They shall inherit afelicity which vye
Bath not scen nor ear heard 5 bnt to be joint heirs
with Cliriat~—10 sit with him on his thronc—to be
Se haters of hus dowtinion over all worlds, and
a: heralds of his high beliests of light, of purity,
o love. and of Llessedaess, 10 all orders f intellis
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. j argued, amd explained, fully.

gent creation, and the most distant regions of im”
measurable space, we believe to be limited to those
who, having suffered with Christ, shall also reign
with him, even the church of the Fyrst-born,
wlose nhmes are written in heaven,

*“ We know that these high mysteries must ap-
pear strange to those who diink only from (.
broken cisterns of human contessions of iuith, But
the body of the church, in these days, being con-
tented with clemental teuth, cannot but remain
as to knowledge, in a state of infancy. They
ought not, however, to wonder it they who have
diank fiom the fountain of living waters, have
leamned something more than (iiemselves of the
treasure of wisdomn aud knowledga which ave hid
in Christ Jesus.”

Such is the way in which this venerable stue
dent of prophecy replies 1o au anonymous objector :
and such is the peculiar glory to which the saints
of the preseut dispensation are called. The reud-
er, who has at hand the second volume of ¢ the
Voice of lsracl,” will find in it, the whole sibject

The Spirit of Missions.

BY MRS, )\nn‘ wnso‘:-

* That the love wheiewith thouast loved e,
gaid the Saviour, in that last exquisitely tonchm
peacesbreathing prayer, bejore the final consum-
mation of His sacrifice,~* Thut the love where-
with Thot hast loved ine, niay be in them, and 1
in them !” What a petition wasthat,in the illim-
ituble grandeur of itg thought, on the rich munif-
ceace of its affection.  The lave whetewith the
Fatier loved His only begotten Son, swelling.
surging through the bosoin of man, breaking up
those deep fountains of' the soul, which no meie
human finger hus the power %o reach ; and elevat-
ing him al once to a new and mysterious connec-
tiow with the Divine nature t  Behold, then, the
electric chain that links the family of God on
carth; and causes the heart of a1l its members to
thiill in unison, at ths sound of the Controlling
Voice! And what says that voice 1 Appealing
i finn, commanding tones, to the principle im-
planted by the Holy Spirit in the regenerated soul
of 1an, what is its giew: requirementl Go vx
INTO THE WORLD, AND PREACH THS GOSPLEt.
TO EVERY CREATURE.

Is this wise 1—is it rensonable t—will it do any
goad 1—inquires the stianger, and while he sits
down to doubt and cavil, and search for lions-in
the way, the unquestioning child goes away and
does the Father’s bidding, That which is mad-
ness and folly in the eycs of one, is regarded by
the uther as but a simple, affectionate, trustful act
of ohedience to Him who has the right to contro)
and the power to protect.  They have no fears of
what the end may be, when He who secs the end
from the beginning is directing thent,  They bave
not 1o experiment, and question and tread doubt-
fuily along the tangled wilderness of life. They
have a great uneiring Guide, and it is their glory

to fullow his voice and cling 9 his hand, through
whatever he shall choose to lead them ; to believe,

10 trust, to vejoice in him, even in the midst of!
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tempornry aflictions,  And thus it it is that they
sluunk not from the privations, sud dangers, and
difficulties incident to lis service, feeling it their
highest homor to be penmitted to suffer for his
sake. Oh, the love of Christ! this it is which cone
stitutes the spirit and essence of missionary devo.
tion: and to those who have never diunk from the
delicious tountain, who have yot yet been made
subjects of that wondrous prayer,  As thau hast
loved me,” it may well be looked upon as infa-
tuation.

Bat “what hus been the fiuit of all these fabors
and suferings—of all these privations, sacrilices,
and deaths 1"  Nothing to become the ground of
boasting certainly ; but enough to mmke al] Heao
ven rejoices  Sinmiply the maturing of a few early
clusters of grapes, where only the thotn tree grew ;
the yathering of & few golden sheaves fromn the
atid soil, which never bore cven a blade of gress
before, Aud this is suely with the labor, it enly
a5 the precnrsor of # more bountiful harvest,  But
this is not all that has been done,  Behold the riv-
€15 of water on iheir fertilizing course through the
desert; look upon the thousand fields laid in long
tich furrows by the goepel plowshare, or stined,
and levelled, and wotted with the dews of heaven,
waiting for the sowet’s coming,  And there aie
panting hearts, and extending hands, and 1cady
feet, willing, even as the Master wills 1t, to scatter
the seed or gather in the harvest.  Aye, gotravese
America, from the borders of fair New England o
the sounding shores of the Pacific, and count, it
they can be couuted, the various missionary orga.
nieations that have sprung up within the last half
century.  Go watch the movements of the thou-
sands of churches by which Chiistendom is he-
spangled, and see with what simultaneous action
they step forth to the support of the mighty emer-
prise, Nay, look even to the female sewing cir-
cle, the Sunday achool contributios, the infant's
penny box ; for know that such ave tiny rilis
which feed the measureless ocean.  Go cateh the
watchword. “To every creature! To every crea-
tme!? which sounds forth, a simultaneous shout,
from missionary societies of every scet; for thia
one point admits of no jarring or discord. Go 10
the records of the Bible Society, and number the
tribes and nations, who have already received the
woid of God in their own tongue. Then turn 10
those rame nations and see thein quivering like
the leaves of November before the invisitle power
which is stealing vo nrresuhbly over them. Go,
on the holy Sabbath mormug, and follow tje
course of the sun, as he riscs on the easternmost
port of China, till he climbs over the rocky hilis
of the Far West to garnish the infant spires of
Oregon and California. And what changes have
not fifty—thirty—ten—nay, five years wrought,
throughout that Sabbath track !  How the music
of the church bells thrill upou the Chrnstian’s
heart, as on, from port to port, he takes his | Joyous
way ! How few vnd inconsiderable the spots from
which the plam of prayer and praise ascend not,
and in wiih that “Light of the world,” & ;-
tian chuecks Jias not been kindled.—3ucedoni.r:,
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