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eton, it is advisabie for tho explorer, where lie canl do it, ivitbout
great inconveuieuce, te pursue thc final process of' Jaying it
hare, by proceediiîg froin the feet towards the head. N e parts
of an ancient uncolhuted skeleton are se difficuit to recover perfect
and comnplote as the bouces of the hauds and feot; but these are fre-
quently portions ofconisiderablo moment. The simailisize of tho bands
bas been noted by MVr. Stophiens as cbaracteristie of the anciont teani-
pie builders of Yucatan, and tho saine featuro lias been observcd i s re-
ference both to the bauids and the feet, ini various primitive races. 111
seeking to exhumne tbese, as well as the larger boues, they ought not te
ho xnoved frein the iticlosing soul wlien they indicate the slightest
fragility, until the earth bias been cautiously reinoved ail round themn
se as to admnit of their being liftcd eut. Whiere the skul]libus been
fractured, or any of the boues of tho face are displaccd by the pres-
sure of the, eartlî, every fragment sbeuld be carefully cellected; and
if the soul bas been damp, or the bones are rendcred soft by mioisture,
they should be exposed te the sur, before being wrappcd up in papor.

Care must aise be takien to note ail the cirduimstanaces attenîdant
on tbe discovery, mwhichi arc likely te tbiro% amy light on the cbarac-
teristies of the race, thcir mode of sepultturc, their arts, or customs;
due discrimination bciug mxade bctween the contents of tbe different
sepulchiai deposits, whien more than one bas been explored. No-
thing should be trusted te niemory, but ail the facta noted at the
moment and on the spot. Some of the most important facts te ho
observed are: the position of the body: whether lying at full iengtb,
ou the back or side, or with the knecs bent or drawn up; aise, the
direction of the body, and the position of the bead in relation te the
points of the compass.

The nature and relative position of any relies, sucli as urns, imnpie-
inents, weapens, &c., should next ho carefnlly noted; and among
Sucb, particular attention is te ho paidto animal romains, such as tbe
boues and skuils, lieras or teeth, of beasta, birds, and fishes, and ma-
rne or fresh-ivater sheUls. It is a common fashion aîaong savage
tribes te hoid a burial fèast ever the grave of the dead, and such rol-
ies niay tend te throw considerable iight on the habits of the people,
as well as on the period te which they heiong.

In transmitting ancient skulls, they should be lirst wrapped up in
paper-an oid newspaper wiil be found the niost suitable for the
purpose. Where there are detaclbed picces, each shouid ho put in a
separate wrapper. The whoie xnay then ho placed in a box with bay,
which furnishes an inciosure sufficiently einatie te proteet the inost
fragile houes from injury during carrnage.


