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of self that Ego is developed into his strongest and
often his most despicable characteristics.

"Is lie eudcated?'' Yes, but not withii the Iigl
scholastic meaning of the terni (there arc of course
notable exceptions), but lie is glazed over with a
pretty coating of stage crudition, whicl ansncrs
every purpose of his calling. The theatre is the
actor's alma mater, and as a finishing school it lias
ln superior. Ease, grace, elegance of spaseîch and
maniner are embraced in ti curicuh:im of at stage
education. and wlen the college graduate enters for
dranatic honors, lie finds that he lias nu;cl to lcarn
from the less erudite but more finished nian oi the
theatre.

"Is lie refined?" On ti stage. yes. ie atnios-
phere of poctry, romance and music which sur-
rounds him should exert a refining influtence upon
his mind. and, indeed. lis face and manner hear tl.ir
imprint and, whilc in the glare of the font!isints. lie us
ail that lie appears to be; but when th- uav is ...ver.
and lie retires to his dressing room. lie is very apt to
discard his refinement along with his :%es;.-tl gar-
ments. and the elegant Sir Percv of an hoxr ago de-
gencrates into the commonplace and. sol-:es, 'he
vulgZcr Tim Joncs.

The greater portion of his existcce is .1 fiction.
wherein light. color. larmony. cxcitenrit. and-
that whicl is prized more than ali-appause exalt
him to the higlhcst lcaven only to drorp hi:n to pro-
saic carth again with the fall of the la<' entmin. and
lie realizes theni tiat lie is merclv a lu -.. f commun
clav. with all the desires and appetit i -i th.- inat.
Al the fictitioîus clegance o his surrnundings. the
nockery of chamnagne and ambrosia. have arnused

his appetite for licr and sandwics. Et if hi'
makes a hit-magna caput-then comes the inflation.
and awav lie floats upon the air till the gascous vapor
of his vanity finds autlet tlrnugh his proclamation of
the great I am. ,

This. of courc. applies only to the juninrs: the
reser-ccd seniors arc immune. lavin.r had. but out-
lived. the voung actor's most gricvouus malady.

"'Is h truc Io his friends?" T:mpnrarily. lis'
itinerant made of life prcdelrs the formation of
lasting friendship. His associatc-s t-day are forgôt-
ten to-morrow. but lie is capable ni strong attach-
ments and intense dislikces. He will share his last
dollar with an imncliminus cipaninn. and ecpcnds
the full force of a verv profane vocabuulary uîpon the
critic who has givcn*him a sell deserveil "ronast.'
Praise him. ani lie is happy. He arcepts Rattcry
as his just due ,and never for a moment doubffts his
own worthiness.

"Is he courageous?" Ycs: nften to lernism. as
exemplifici hv his conduct dvring the iestructin
of manv thcatres by fire. Hie lias sa-d the h is of
others. and endangered and inst his own ifhte on nany
such occasinns.

"Is eli charitable?" The answcer tn tat is te-
cchoed round the 'wnrld. Tiere was nevcr a timc
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when he failed to respond to the appeal of the suffer-
ing or distressed. He was never known to refuse his
services for the amelioration of the condition of the
poor. Charity is pre-eminently the actors nost con-
spicuous virtue; were lie deficient in every othier
noble quality (which lie is not) the possession of this,
the divinest of ail attributes o! the human lcart,
would cancel every fault, supply everv dcficiency,
and leave a balance of blessing3 to lis everlasting
credit. His faults, follies, vanities, idiosyncrasies are
ail forgotten and forgiven in the contemplation of
his big, generous heart, wlcrein the white wirged
angel has ever found a sympathetic lodgment. Yes,
the gay, flippant and frivolous. and sometimes
thoughitless, actor is always charitable.

To sum ip. Tle peculiaritics of the actor arc
not the outgrowth of association or cnvirorment,
but they are the innate and essential qutalities of mmd
and temperament that fit him for the histrionic pro-
fession. Did lie not believe that lie was especially
created to outshine every star in the theatrical firma-
ment. if Ego was not so largely dcveloped. if lie was
devoid of vanity and conceit. in short. laId he not a
fictitious and imaginative nature. hc could never
become an actor. The qualitics may not appear
admirable. but thcv arc the necessary mental equip-
ment to the artistic temperament. and if a touclh of
genius be added thereto. they are apt to rolve intO
greatness. Painters, sculptors and creative musicians
arc given to the same self-inflation. and they never
secn te notice the enormous developments of their
hcads. Wel. thev are ail dear. good fellows. 'Vho
add more than tleir share to the plcasures of lifc.
and the world is better because they have livcd in
it. and with ail thteir foibles they have many virtues.
and wc'll continue to love and bless thcm for the
plcasures thcy givc us.

WINSTON CHURCHILL.

Mr. Winston Churchill lias not set the St. Law-
i ence on fire. Dcscribing the famous war correspon-
dcnt's first lecture in MIontreail. a local journal says:
"Most of those present went away picased. but dis-
-ippointed. This was a tribute to Mr. Chutrcliill's
abili-y as an entcrtaining speaker rather than to bis
so-calcld lecture. which ai best was nothing more
t-an a brcczy talk principally about himscli. illustrat-
cd bv a fcw vcry ordimnary limelight vicws. Nor can
it b'said that the man who won a seat in the 1Uritish
louse of Commons through the reputation gaincd
as a :var correspondent for the London Mnrning
Post lias a pleasing personality. His stage appear-
ancc wvas distinctly disappointing, as he slouched on
to the stage in a manner strangcly incompatible with
the galiant bcarinig of a hero. His vcice. thnughi wcll
modulateld. was rendered a little indistinct 1y a lisp
and! a rather pronounced Englishi accent. Rut lic
lacked nothing in assurance. and casily cauglit the
interest of lis audience almost at the bcginning by
his casy. facile manner and the ability wilh whicl le
playcd vwith his shject." Incidentally M-r. Chuircl.ill
paid a high tribuite to the soldicrly qualities of the
Canadians. and said tiere was not a regiment in the
British service wi.ch vas rnot proud! to sere side by
side with the men from Canada.


