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THE TORONTO FIRE.

Fire was discovered lui the building occupied by tire E.&
S. Currie Co., manufacturera or neckwear in WVellington street,
west, Toronto, at elght olclock in tire evening of April 19,
and before iL wss suirdued iL had destroyed buildings and
contente te the value of frein $1S,000,000 to $15,000,000.
The fire became under control at about four o1clcck cf tire
inorning of Aprit 20, baving raged uncontrolled about eight
bouts. 123 buildings were totally destroyed, and a large
number more or less scriously damagcd. In Énother page is
mentionedl tire Dames of tire different concerns who suffered, and
their locations, about 40 percent.. of tire losers ircing manuifac-
turers. A very largo proportion cf the buildings destroyed
werenot owncd by thre tenants, and it is probable tirat in ftic re-
construction tirat la now going ou, there wvill ire mauy changes
cf occupauts. Ilost of the sufferera, howvevcr, who own the ]and
upon whichi their buildings wore, or bld long Lime lases tirere-
on, are already clearing away the dcbris and accuinulating
materiala preparatory terebuildiug. It is estinrated tirat about
5,000 persons were tirrown out of work, a largo proportion cf
wboma wcre employes in tire facteries destroyed, mostly women,
girls and boys, a great many of whom are ireing airsorbed it
other occupations. Insuranco experts place the loss of tiroir
cempanica nt, approximately, $8,885,000. Some few marn-
facturera will possiirly re-estabIiýh tiroir works elsewhcre than
in Toronto, and fewer still may drop ont cf irusiness, but
there are others who will quickly 1111 tireir places, apprecia-
ting the advantages possessed by this city as a manufacturing
centre. Thre area burned over was ônly about fourteen acres,
whicb, ne doubt In an incredibly short timo, -%çill ho occupied
with first-clasa facterlea, x7arehouses, and office buildings
whlch wilI mako Toronto more beautiful and attractive than
éves'.

THE NATIONAL TRANSCONTINERNTAL RAILWAY.

The building cf tire National Transcontitiental Railway,
ctherwise known as tire Grand Trunk Pacifie flailwny, accrus
te bre an assurcd fac±. In July, 1903, a contract was entcred
Into bctween tire Government of Canada sudl tire GraxidTruk
Pacifie Rtallvay Company, subject. te. ratification 'by. the Do-
minion Parliament, and the discussion of thre înatter and somo
preliminary votes in tire House cf Commons, tirerein gives
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promise that at an e.nrly day tire Act cf incorporation will
irecome law.

Thero are msny who do net. fully compreirend wrat tire
building cf tis rond menus to Canada. Thre entire length cf
tire main line will ire about 3,800 miles, in wii is not in-
cluded iruudreds cf miles cf laterals tint wvIll ire extended
fromi tire main stemn in due time; and it is estimated tint tire
cost cf the rond ad lis equipment wvil bo at tire rate cf about
$30,000 pcr mile. Tire cost cf thre Carradian Paciie Railway,
'wlàich was completed in 1885, was nt the rate cf -S48,000 per
mile, cheaper materials and iznprevements in methods and
m'achmnery for construction accounting largcly for tire diffier-
ence. A hundred million dollars iill go into tire building cf
thre new road; and other millions ivlll go into subsidiary
enterprises. Millions cf ncw capital will ire irrought inte tire
country. Tons of thousandseof workmen who are now otirer-
ivise engaged, or are net uow in Canada, will flnd ernploy-
ment on the %vorks; and tbousand of otirer peoplo will
find rernuneratien iii supplyiug tiroir needs ; and iL la safée to
assert tint tire hiundred millions to ire invested in tire rond
itself will ire the mensure cf mauy ntirer millions te ire ir-
vested in otier enterprises growing frei it. Two irundred
million dollars spent in Canada witim thre uextdecacde cannot
but give a wonderful irnpetus te ail productive caterprises.
It. is said tint tire construction cf tire rond wili ire begun
bimultancously at a dozen or more points, and tint work ia
te ire driven as expeditionsly as possible. Passing tirrougir
thre wondcrfully rich grain-growing sections cf Manitobra and
tire North.Western Territorics, cvcry section cf tire road, as
Il. is built, will call for saw milîs, fleur nud grist mills, grain
elevators, churches, school bouses, reaidences, irarns, wire
fencing, pumping machinery, and all thre cirer evidences cf
civilization. The vista la most alluring. Canada bas great
power of absorption and enormnous digestive capacity. Tire
transition fromi building te opcrating, and from capital ex-
penditure te tlie earning cf revenue will ire easy nd rapid.

How much cf tire requirernenta cf tire courntry under tho
conring order cf tirings will ire "«made in Canada"I la a
matter for tire consideration cf our manufactureis and pro-
ducers. How mucir will ire produccdl in outx ownu mnnufacturing
establisbments-row muchrfromnabroad. IL cannot ireexpectcd
oreoven hoped tint Great Britain will cnt any more cf a figure
in out. importa tiran aire doca now. Tire new sections will, cf
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