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THE DECLENSION OF PUBLIC MEN 
AMD PUBLIC PRINCIPAL IN CA-

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Quebec, May 12.

The Speaker took the chair at three 
o’clock.

After routine business,
Mr. Buchanan moved that Messrs. Simp- 

son, White, Bell, (of Russoll,) Bell, (of 
Lanark,) McLachlin, Smith, Portman, Con
nor, and the mover, be a select committee 
to enquire into and report the beet method 
of of relieving certain municipalities arising 
from debt contracted in the construction of 
railways, with power to send for persons 
and papers.—Carried.

In reply to Mr. Foley,
Mr. Cartier stated that it was not the in

tention of the Government to consider itself 
bound by the report of the committee, or 
bring tic public exchequer to the rescue of 
Municipalities in difficulty. [Hear, hear,]

The following bills were introduced and 
read a first time:— 

waliatesthe.
By Mr. Blanchett—To admit Charles 

Fortier to the practise of medicine after un
dergoing examination.

By Mr. McCann—to provide for the elec 
tion of reeves and deputy reeves by a di
rect vote of municipal electors.

By Mr. Poupore—To amend the sur
vey of 5th, 6th, and 7th concessions, of the 
township of Onslow, county of Pontiac.

By Mr. Morris—to render wills made in 
conformity of the laws of cither Upper or 
lower Canada, effectual ; to pass real estate 
in other sections of the Province.

By Mr. Morris—Respecting the execu
tion of conveyances of deeds by married 
women in Lower Canada, affecting real es
tate in Upper Canada.

By Mr. Powell—To authorize the runn
ing of certain side lines in the Township of 
Fitzroy.

By Mr. McKelllar—to amend chap 54 
of the consolidated statutes of Upper Cana 
da, respecting the municipal institutions of 
Upper Canada.

Mr. Bell (Russell) moved the supension 
of the rule of the House, in fovor of the 
petitions of the Grand Trunk Company.

Mr Foley objected, and pointed out that 
the requisite notice had not been given.

The objection was sustained.
THE GRAND TRUNK.

Mr. J. S. Mac lonald moved the second 
reading of the Railway fusion bill. Ho was 
not committed to details. He asked to be 
allowed to send it to a committee.

Mr. Sicotte was willing the bill should go 
to committee.

Mr. Notman denounced the measure 
as dangerous, and moved the six months' 
hoist.

Dr. Clarke seconded the six months’ hoist.

strongly to the principle of the bill now be- 
fore the House and in agreement with this 
admitted authority he was resolved to oppose 
lt' If his views were correct the principle 
would be affirmed by the second reading 
and that was his first reason for concluding 
to oppose it. The second clause stated that 
the property and assets of the United Com
pany would not be liable for the debts of 
either of the uniting companies and the 
company was to be secure against distress or 
execution on account of such debts. This 
was novel to the law of this country, and 
he would seriously ask the House if 
they were prepared thus to legislate away 
the property of the creditors of these com-

SPRING HAS COME AGAIN.
For the C. P. Herald.

The earth has donned her vernal hue, 
And now comes forth in bright array;

To greet with joy, and welcome too, 
A friend that’s come with gentle sway.

The trees are clad in garments green, 
The early flowers are blooming rare,

The water gurgles in the stream, 
While its soft cadence fills the air.

The feathered tribes o’er wood and plain, 
Now warble forth their sweetest lay ;

All Nature echoes to the strain, 
And seems rejoiced us well as they.

Yes, Nature now presents a scene, 
Of gems and beauties sown broadcast;

And over all appears to beam, 
A new-born grandeur—unsurpassed.

The forests green—the babbling brook, 
The air borne from the flow’ry glen,

The songsters in the shady nook, 
All tell us “Spring has come again."

May, 1862. _ ****

WHY BE UNHAPPY?
What’s the use to be unhappy, 

What’s the use to fume and fret ?
What’s the use to look behind you, 

Nursing up the valu regret?

What if life is clouded over
With its sorrows dark and wild ?

What if fortune does look sternly ?
Hath she never sometimes smiled?

Why if you must taste the bitter, 
Will you fling the sweet away ?

Fighting ever with the crosses
That we meet from day to day.

Why disquiet those around you
With complaints you should suppress— 

Weary those whom duty binds you
Still to comfort not to bless.

Look at yonder little insect, 
Sporting in the suns bright beams;

Listen now and hear the music 
Of our laughing little streams. SO

L< ok at nature all around you, 
And above, where'er you stray!

Mute creation’s ever singing!
Happy 1 ! it seems to say.

What's the use to be unbappy ?
What’s the use to fume and fret ?

Pluck up courage, laugh at trifles, 
And you may be happy yet.

a reading over Mr. 
not help observing 
Itone adopted by

THE OTTAWA BUILDINGS.
Mr. Mackenzie moved for a select com

mittee to enquire into the management of 
the works and the expenditure of public 
moneys on and connected with the new Par
liamentary and Departmental Buildings at 
the City of Ottawa, with power to send for 
persons and all public documents or papers 
required, and report to this House. The 
hon. gentleman said that when he gave 
notice of his intention to move for a select 
committee to enquire into the management 
of the works connected with the Parliament 
Buildings and Public Offices at Ottawa, he 
felt that he would be labouring under a diffi
culty in making out concise statements of 
facts upon which he could ask the House 
for a committee of enquiry. Within the last 
few days the hon. Commissioner of Public 
Works had brought down a very full state
ment of the correspondence and figures con
nected with the whole subject. He regreted 
that owing to his unavoidable absence on 
important 1usiness he had not been able to 
examine the Report as closely as be desired, 
but he had seen enough to warrant him in 
believing that, when he presented the facts 
to the House, no objection would be made to 
granting the committee. He desired to say 
that be did not bring this motion forward, 
with a view merely to make political capital. 
He was aware, of course, that it was impossi 
ble for the ministry to divest themselves of 
responsibility in a matter so entirely under 
their own control. The result of the en
quiry might be to fasten the chief blame on 
subordinate officers, it might rest finally on 
the Administration. In considering the 
matter, it was a question of moment to this 
House who might be implicated. It was 
clearly the duty of Parliament to make rigid 
enquiry into the manner in which the peo
ple's money was spent, and all parties con
cerned must abide the issue of a fair, impar
tial enquiry. If ever there was a matter 
which demanded enquiry it was the manner 
in which these works were conducted. He 
had never known—never heard of such out
rageous extravagances in any public work, 
as seemed so apparent in this case. And if 
the facts which he would state to the House 
were proved before a committee, it was quite 
clear that the parties who were responsible 
for such a job were utterly unfit to serve 
the public in any public capacity. The 
publication of the report on the buildings 
relieved him of the necessity of referring to 
the preliminary steps taken by Parliament 
and the Government in connection with 
these works at the Seat of Government. 
He would, therefore, merely say that the 
last Parliament appropriated the sum of 
$900,000 for the erection of all the build 
ings required at Ottawa, as soon as the ques
tion of choosing a site was referred to Her 
Majesty. In order that the House might 
fully understand the circumstances connect
ed with the erection of these buildings, of 
which the country had reason to complain, 
he would refer as briefly as possible to the 
estimates of the Architects and the Deputy 
Commissioner of Public Works of the cost 
of the plans for which the Government after

spoken on the subject.
Killaly’s Report he cou 
the kind of apoleget 
that official towards th

Arrival of the Ætna.
New York, May 12.

The steamship Ætna arrived at 8 o'clock 
p. m. with dates from Queenstown of the 1st.

The Paris correspondent of the London 
‘Herald’ writes :—A strong feeling is grow
ing up here in favor of intervention in Amer- 
ica. The impression is so powerful as to 
cause uneasiness among the Northern party 
in Paris. It is believed that very serious 
overtures have been made by the French 
Cabinet to Palmerston, with a view to a 
joint action to put an end to the war, which 
according to official information received 
here, is as far from termination as ever.

The Paris correspondent of the Daily 
News also gives a similar rumor, derived 
both from French and American sources, 
and says the two governments arc giving 
serious consideration to the question of in
tervention in common.

The London Times adopts as its own the 
recent remarks of Mr. Gladstone on the 
American question at Manchester. It ad- 
mite that the circumstances attending the 
secession were sufficient excuse for rashness. 
It was always ready to make allowance for 
Northerners if they would only make some 
allowance for England's position as a neu- 
tral power. It claims that England lias-ob
served a most disinterested and self-denying 
course, and concludes by asserting that the 
real question reste entirely on whether the 
heart of the South is set on separation.

The New York correspondent of the Lon
don Times treats the battle of Pittsburgh 
Landing as a drawn battle.

The screw steamer Hero cleared from 
Hull for Nassau. She sailed from Queens- 
town, it is believed, for some Southern port.

The West India mail steamer brought 
over several confederates who ran the block- 
adc. It is reported that their mission is to 
purchase warlike stores.

The Great Exhibition would be formally 
opened the day the steamer left Queenstown. 
The circumstances looked auspicious.

English parliamentary proceedings arc 
unimportant.

Victor Emmanuel had arrived at Naples. 
The enthusiasm was very great and an am 
nesty was expected.

The organization of the Garibaldi Rifle 
Corps at Genoa is officially approved of.

The new Russian Loan of ten millions' 
sterling had been introduced in London by 
Rothschild. It is issued at 94 to 5 per cent. 
Interest quoted at a small premium.

Paris papers of the 27th publish a des
patch from Vera Cruz, dated the 3rd of 
April, stating that France, not approving of 
the Convention of Soledad, the French 
troops at Tehuacan had returned to Vera 
Cruz, and would start for the city of Mexi
co on the 5th.

Gen. Guyon has been recalled from Rome.

NADA. fir
What a wonderful change has come over 

the public men of Upper Canada I Those 
of Lower Canada—With exceptions few en
ough to be reckoned on the fingers of one 
hand—have always been under the domina
tion of the peculiar institution of this region 
and consequently, destitute of any enlarged 
or liberal patriotism. In Canada West the 
long continued sway of one denomination 
banded ell others together into a brother
hood of catholic and liberal principles. The 
Baldwin-Lafontaine Administration was the 
culmination of those principles , and had 
they not lent their power to the church of 
Rome in Lower Canada for the purpose of 
bringing down the undue influence of the 
Church of England in Upper Canada, they 
might have established religious freedom 
and equality on a sure and permanent basis il^M^ObMM  ̂

in Lower Canada, in order to obtain votes 
to render the University of Upper Ca
nada non-sectarian ;—such a course could 
only have one result, of which they were 
warned at the time. The ' remedy was 
worse than the disease, and the most power
ful Administration ever known in Canada 
made shipwreck. Nevertheless, when we 
consider what has come after them we are 
inclined to look back with regret, and say, 
there were giants in those days. Baldwin 
and Lafontaine erred deeply and fatally; 
but it was an error of judgment. They 
had no low, base, sordid motives of personal 
advantage in view. They did not buy 
up stocks, which from their position as 
Cabinet Ministers, they know must rise 
greatly as soon as their arrangements were 
made public. They did not purchase pub
lic property, of which they were the stewarts 
and which they knew, in like manner, must 
immediately become greatly enhanced in 
value they did not lend their official in
fluence to contractors for a private consider 
ation of €50,000. They did not go into 
partnership with unscrupulous outsiders to 
buy up rebellion loss claims, selecting those 
which they, as Cabinet Ministers, knew had 
been or would be allowed ; but telling the 
people who sold them that they were 
never likely to get anything out of them. 
They did not sell the stocks or bonds of 
Railway Companies on commission, using 
their influence as Cabinet Ministers to ob 
tain a good price for those stocks, and charg
ing accordingly. They had not snug parlor 
arrangements with the financial agents of 
the Province, by which the Province would 
lose millions and they would come out im
mensely rich. In a word they were not 
trading or mercenary politicians —no “casual 
advantage" hunters—no "chisellers." They 
would have utterly scorned the dishones- 
ty of which their successors have often been 
guilty.

With minds so thoroughly debauched 
and bent on a share of the plunder now go
ing on at any rate, how can lofty patriotism 
be expected of our publie men? Elections 
are carried at great expense and by false 
votes, in order that the men elected may re- 
pay themselves for all they have expended, 
and a great deal more, by selling their votes. 
The most unscrupulous tools of the Ministry 
of the day are rewarded with the greatest

contractors. He 
the names of any 

person who was not present in the House to 
defend himself, but the whole tone of the

had no desire to mentic

favorable to theReport was so manifest 
extreme claims of the contractors, that it 
becomes a matter of duty to do it. It would
be desirable in the first place to notice the 
extraordinary discripano, between the esti
mate of Mr. Page, Chief Engineer and 
those of Mr. Killaly, as th the final cost of 
the whole works. Mr. Hage made his report 
on the 20th of April, 1802, when all extra 
works since, the progress had been com
menced or resolved upon. His estimate 
for the entire completion of the works, in
cluding $75,000 for Water Works, was 
$1,654,166. Mr. Killaly s estimate, on the 
16th April, 1862, of the sum necessary for 
the entire completion of Ms worksand with-, 
out, as far, as he could see, any provision 
for Water Works, was $2,336,120.67, or 
nearly $800,000 in excess of the estimate 
made by Mr. Page. The amount already 
expended or admitted by the Government to 
be due the contractor was stated as follows. 
On page 418 of Mr. Killaly's reporte :— 
"The value of the work and material is, at 
"the Parliament Buildings up to 1st Decem- 
"ber, 1861, according to the rates mutually 
"agreed on is Mr. McGreevy, contractor, 
“$686, 150,53 ; add proportion of Garth's 
"contract $20,401.23 Do. do. at Depart- 
“Buildings to 1st Dooember, 1861. Jones 
“Haycock & Co. contractors $785,609.852 
“add proportion of Garth's contract, $16,- 
“769.05, total $1,508,900.66." In the 
Report of the Commissioner of Public 
Works the amount was stated at page 56 to 
be $1,399,767.83. It would now be neces
sary to show how this enormous amount had 
been reached—an amount more than double 
the origional contract price, while the work 
was not more than two-fifths finished. In 
the first place he would refer to the item of 
rock excavation. The contract price for 
this kind of work was fifty two cents per 
cubic yard. In the works on one of the 
Departmental blocks there were 19,857 
yards of rock excavation, which at the con
tract price would amount to $19,125.64. 
But the prices arranged by Mr. Killaly 
made the amount $76,445, being consider
ably more than 7 times the amount proper
ly due. (Hear, hear.) In the rubble ma- 
sonary, in walls, sewers, air ducts, &c., 
there was an item of 7,625 cubic yards, for 
which the contractors received the magnifi
cent sum of $49,530 when the real sum due 
the contractors was only $13,335, being 
nearly four times the price really due. 
(Hear, hear.) In connection with these 
drains and air ducts he would desire to call 
the attention of the House particularly to 
another item namely:—the cut stone put 
into these underground works. It really 
seemed as if these huge ditches In the rock 
ostensibly for the purpose of ventilation, had 
been specially designed in order to give an 

amount of extra work. Considering the 
position of the Buildings, any sensible per
son would at once conclude that the chief

in England. Were they prepared to 
put this property beyond the control of those 
to whom it really belonged, and leave them 
to get the shadowy 114 per cent they were 
promised in the prospectus. There was 
another clause establishing a mode by which 
creditors were to be deprived of their rights. The bill provided that the Act would have

to

no effect unless it were sanctioned by three 
fourths of the creditors in Canada and 
England assembled for the purpose of con
firming it. Now the bonds of these Rail
ways had gone from hand to hand and it 
was doubtful whether any large proportions 
of them could be collected for the purpose 
of considering the Act, so a mere fraction of 
them probably would have force to give it 
effect.

Hon. Mr. Gall—Three-fourths.
Mr. Morris—Not three fourths of the 

whole but of those assembled. The 3rd 
clause, to which he also strongly objected 
provided that £500,Oil) might be raised 
upon the security of the united company, 
which sum was to be applied to equip the 
roads and be a first charge upon them. 
It was always dangerous to interfere with 
private rights, and if this sum wore raised 
and given a preferential claim over all the 
other debts it would, of course, extend not 
only over those of the private creditors but 
also over the claims of the Province upon
the Great W estern as well as the Grand 
Trunk.

Hon. Mr. Galt—The 8th clause of the 
hill reserved that.

Mr. Morris said there was some ambig- 
uity about this, and the clauses seemed to 
be in effect contradictory. He could not 
sec how the £500,000 could have precedence 
over the Province too. No doubt the claim 
of the Province would be practically but a 
second claim. For these reasons he would 
vote for the motion in amendment and he 
hoped the House would seriously consider 
before they committed themselves to the 
second reading of the bill. In his opinion, 
if such a bill were passed it would not only 
trench upon private rights but it would be 
most injurious to the fair fame of the Pro
vince.

Hon. Mr. Portman said lie was rather 
puzzled what to do on this occasion. He 
agreed with the honorable member for South 
Lanark in objecting to the clause which 
swept away the rights of the creditors and 
also to the creation of a monopoly, but he 
disagreed with him in respect of the effect 
of giving the bill a second reading. He 
thought the opinion of the honorable member 
for St. Hyacinth was a safe one to follow 
in that particular, and he would, therefore, 
consent to let the bill go to the Committee.

Mr Mackenzie said there was always some 
extraordinary legislation in connection with 
the Grand Trunk Railway. The honorable 
member for Cornwall had said that all the 
parties interested in the measure had been 
consulted, and he had asked him whether 
the Bank of Upper Canada had, to which 
that honorable member answered lit was. 
Well, he had seen the chief officer of that 
institution to-day and upon inquiring from 
him had been told he knew nothing about 
it. He entertained views precisely similar 
to those of the honorable member for Lan
ark on the question, and ho thought the 
course proposed by the hon member was the 
right one. He had the strongest objections 
to creating such a monopoly as this bill 
wov’d create. The effects of railway mono
polies had been felt in New Jersey and Illi
nois, where they exerted a most injurious 
political power. Indeed, even at present the 
Grand Trunk and Great western had too 
much of this power, and it was known they 
had exerted it at the elections. Some of 
the members of this House probably owed 
their scat to the influence they had exert 
cd in their behalf, and that might be the 
reason why those honorable members were 
willing to vote for the bill. He would say, 
however, that he was fully disposed to con
sider any reasonable measure intended to 
get the Grand Trunk out of its difficul- 
tios, but he could give no countenance to 
the one before the House.

Hon. Mr. Galt said he had not expected 
any discussion to arise at this stage of the. 
bill and ho would not occupy the time of the 
House at any length. Ho would say, how
ever, with reference to the last remark 
which fell from the hon. member for Lamb- 
ton, that, when that hon member expressed 
a desire to extricate the Grand Trunk from 
its difficulties he gave practical effect to that 
desire in a most extraordinary manner, by 
refusing a second reading to this bill, and 
an opportunity of having its merits consid
ered by the Railway Con > 'ttec. He hop 
ed the House would not show the same 
kind of 8) apathy for tie company, or while 
professing a disposition to assist it, would 
refuse what had been conceded oh every 
other occasion on which parties had come to 
the Legislature, asking for amendments of 
the existing law to enable them the better 
to discharge the duties which they under
took when they obtained a charter. He 
hoped the House would, in this as in all 
other cases, take the fair and proper course, 
of allowing the parties asking for this bill, 
tog) before the tribunal, where, what they 
asked could be considered, and where it 
could be investigated whether or not private 
rights were invaded. And when they con- 
sidored that the bill had not only to go 
through the Railway Committee, but that 
every clause ofit must go through a Com
mittee of the Whole House, and that the 
whole would have to be pronounced upon 
at the third reading. He hoped the 
House would not agree to that summary 
mode of dealing with the measure which 
had been proposed by the member for 
Wentworth. With regard to what fell from 
the hon. member for South Lanark, (Mr. 
Morris) ho thought his hon. friend was

DEPLORABLE ACCIDENT.
FIVE SISTERS DROWNED IN THE BAT.
It is our duty to record this morning the 

deplorable accident that has occurred in the 
vicinity of Toronto for a very long period. 
About one o'clock yesterday afternoon, 
William Ward, son of Mr. D. Ward, fisher
man, a lad about fifteen years of age, em
barked in a sail boat for a cruise on the bay 
accompanied by his five sisters respectively 
named Phœbe, Mary Ann, Jane, Caroline, 
and Margaret. The eldest girl was about 
thirteen years of age, and the youngest only 
four. After sailing up the bay for an hour 
or so, when about half a mile from Messrs. 
Gooderham & Co.'s wharf, William who 
was steering the boat with an oar attempted 
to put it on another tack. At this time there 
was a stiff breeze blowing from the south- 
west. He sat upon the gunwale in order 
that lie might have a greater purchase over 
the oar when the sail suddenly flapped 
against the mast, and the boat capsized. 
All who were on board instantly fell into the 
water. The boy made every effert to save 
his sisters and to right the boat. After 
considerable effort he succeeded in getting 
the boat on her keel again, and when the 
two eldest his sisters came to the surface 
he managed to get them into the boat, and 
in an instant she was capsized and the poor 
girls, along with the lad who had acted so 
manfully, were again battling for their lives 
in the water. He made another attempt 
to save them, but they sunk before his eyes 
to rise no more in life. The boy although 
much exhausted succeeded in getting hold 
of the boat which was being driven hither 
and thither by the wind and shouted lustily 
for assistance. His father's house is sit
uated about a thousand yards from where 
the accident occurred on what is known as 
the Marsh shore, a short distance from the 
mouth of the Little Don and on the cast 
side of the Gap in the Island. His pain
ful cries for assistance were, however, not 
heard by the inmates in the father's hut, 
but a young man named Earnest had observ
ed the accident from Esplanade and put off 
in assistance. He fortunately succeeded 
in rescuing the lad in a very exhausted state 
and conveyed him to his father’s dwelling. 
The grief of the parents may be imagined 
when they learned the melancholy intelli
gence that their five daughters who had 
left them in health a short time before had 
all met a watery grave. The news of the 
sad accident reached the city about four 
o’clock in the afternoon and created much I 
excitement; and Messrs O’Hallaron, Mur
phy and others proceeded to the spot in order 
to drag for the bodies. They pursued their 
search to late in the evening, but without 
being able to find any of the bodies of the 
unfortunate children. They will renew 
their efforts this morning. It is stated that 

X the two eldest girls and the boy were well 
/ acquainted with the management of a boat, 

but when they were about to leave the beach 
their father tried to dissuade them from go
ing but without effect.—Globe.

Mr. Macbeth was against the six months’ 
hoist.

Atty. Gen. Cartier supported the second 
reading of the bill. If anything were wrong 
the Railway Committee would look after 
that.

Mr. Morris supported the six months’ 
hoist. The second reading was the proper 
stage for the opponents of a measure to en
deavor to defeat it. (Hoar.) He pointed 
out objections to the measure.

Mr. Mackenzie opposed the bill. Allud
ed to Mr. Bell’s measure he said it had 
been stated to day that all concerned were 
satisfied, including the bank of Upper Cana
da. The chief manager of the Bank 
had since said ho did not know any
thing about the measure. He condemned 
the conduct of an officer of the bank in gett
ing the signatures of members to the peti
tion to the government to assume certain 
liabilities. It was beneath the dignity of 
members of the Legislature to sign such a 
document. (Hear.)

Mr. Galt hoped the House would not 
refuse to send the bill to a committee and 
give parties a chance to say before that com
mittee what they wanted. It was a weak 
thing in the Legislature to refuse to look in
to the calm, because there was an outcry 
against the Grand Trunk.

Mr. Ferguson said that it is a great mis
take calling this bill a private one. It was 
a Government and Public bill. [Hear.] 
He was opposed to the measure.

Mr. Bureau [in French] opposed the bill.
Mr. Sherwood would vote for the second 

reading, reserving the right to oppose the 
bill or any cause of it. He should not re
fuse to give the Grand Trunk fair play be
cause their was a prejudice against it.

Mr. Macdonald said this seemed a Gov
ernment bill in the hands of a private mem
ber. He objected strongly to the proposi
tion to increase a monopoly. Already dan- 
gerous members called it cowardly to obey 
opinions outside. Public opinion at general 
election in Upper Canada was expressed 
against such legislation as this in three- 
fourths of the constituencies. He conclud- 
his good speech by saying that he would 
vote for the amendment of the member for 
North Wentworth.

Mr. Bell [Russell] would vote for the 
second reading though he would oppose the 
third unless the bill wore amended. He re
plied to some of the arguments of the oppon- 
ent’s bill.

Mr. Street thought he could not support 
the House depriving creditors of their claims 
nevertheless was willing that the bill should 
go to a committee. The objections were 
to the details, and it was proper that a com
mittee should investigate these. He did 
not think it possible for the House to sanc
tion the repudiation of debts.

Mr. Ryerson made a strong speech against 
the bill. He regarded it as a gigantic and 
alarming evil, and trembled at the prospect 
of a railway monopoly,

Mr. Rankin was prepared to vote for the 
six months' hoist, but would give way if the 
government wished an adjournment.

After some discussion the house adjourn- 
ed a few minutes before midnight.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Monday, May 12th, I860.

RAILWAY AMALGAMATION.
Continuation of debate on motion for second 

reading of Bill introduced by hon. Mr. J. 
S. Macdonald.
Mr. Morris said he would support the mo

tion of the hon. member for Wentworth. 
He thought it a duty he owed to the coun- 
try and to the creditors of the Railways to 
pursue that course. It was with diffidence 
that he undertook as a young member to 
differ with men of groat experience in such 
matters but he could not assent to the oor- 
rectness of the opinion expressed that the 
second reading of measure did not affirm 
the principle thereof. He had before him 
the views upon the subject of an authority 
probably greater than any in the House, 
that was Mr. May's, and he maintained 
that the second reading of a bill affirmed 
the principle and that if any objected to it 
that was the time to make known their dis- sent. While he (Mr. Morris) objootod

Arrival of the Jura
Father Point, May 13.

The steamship Jura, from Liverpool 1st, 
via Londonderry on the 2nd, passed Father 
Point at 2 o'clock this morning.

The Paris correspondent of the Indepen • 
dent Belge asserts in the most positive man
ner that the projected intervention by France 
and England in the affairs of America is 
confirmed.

The opening of the great exhibition in 
London was a perfect success.

Breadstuff’s dull; quotations barely main
tained. Provisions heavy. Consols 932 to 
93#. American securities dull and un
changed.

wards solicited tenders. The Parliament 
block was estimated by Messrs. Fuller and 
Jones the architects, to cost $800,000 ; and 
by Mr. Keefer to cost $860,000 ; Messrs. 
Fuller and Jones sending in an estimate 
from Ginty & Co., with ample security for 
the performance of the work at their figures 
The architects for the Departmental blocks 
estimated them to cost $220,000 and Mr. 
Keefer estimated them at $240,000. He 
would not now refer to the preliminary esti
mates connected with the Governor Gene
ral’s residence, as that portion of the work 
had not been proceeded with. When the 
Government solicited tenders for the works, 
a considerable number were received, and 
the figures of the successful competitioners 
were as follows:—Parliamentary and De
partmental blocks, for plans and specifica- 
tions, $579,000. To this was added for 
fire-proofing, a sum of $48,310, being the 
architects’ estimate ; and a further sum of 
$61,285 for heating and ventilating ; being 
in all $688,595. Contracts were entered 
into with those parties at these figures. But 
in order to understand fully the exact terms 
of these contracts, he begged to draw the 
attention of the House particularly to 
a schedule of all materials necessary 
and every description of labor, which 
each party tendering was required to sign 
after filling up the blanks with the price for 
which such material would be supplied and 
the work performed. The heading of this 
schedule read as follows:—“Schedule of 
fixed rates fur labor and material supplied 
on the ground and required in the erection 
of the new Parliamentary Buildings, City 
of Ottawa, forming the basis of the accom
panying Estimate and Tender. The scale 
of rates here following to be allowed in 
valuing work for progress estimates, as well 
as for alterations, additions, or works dis
pensed with, and also for extras, to be meas
ured and calculated solely by the architects 
or the clerks of works." At the end of the 
long list of articles specified were the words: 
“All articles not specified to be valued by 
the Architects." As he [Mr. McKenzie] 
was there at the time, lie could from his 
personal knowledge say that every person 
tendering was required to send in the copy 
of this schedule which ho filled up, with his 
tender, and it was distinctly understood that 
it was to form part of his contract, if suc
cessful. He observed that in the Report 
just presented by the commissioner of Public 
Works, there was a copy of the schedules 
signed by the contractors, bet in the heading, 
the words: “and also for extras" were left 
out, a somewhat significant fact but certain
ly a very useless and simple dodge even if 
undiscovered, as the words remaining were 
so explicit as to cover the whole ground with
out them. The schedule was not merely 
“for progress estimates, but also for “altera
tions, or works dispensed with." In other 
words, if Buildings should be enlarged the 
additional work should be paid for at there 
rates, and if the Buildings should be curtail
ed in their dimensions, the deductions 
should be made according to these rates, or 
if the character of the work should be 
changed, the changed works would be paid 
according to the rates here fixed. It was 
important that this should be distinctly un- 
derstood, as the whole of the shameful extra
vagance connected with there buildings 
resulted from the determination of the 
Public Works Department to treat the sche-

difficulty would be to keep the air out in
stead of special difficulties being felt in the 
way of getting the air in. (Hear, and 
laughter.) He did not of course mean to 
give a professional opinion on the matter; 
but he was free to express his firm convic-

number of lucrative places or offices. The 
Minister need never go out of power, if he 
bo only sufficiently unscrupulous. He can al
ways purchase a majority and that majority 
can lay on a sufficient amount of taxes, and 
authorise a sufficient amount of loans to en-

tion of the utter uselessness of the plan. 
Certainly no one would dream of building 
up the sides of these drains and air passages 
with cut stone, and he was pleased to ob-

Mr. Samuel Graham, of Cavan, was killed 
on Monday week by being thrown from his 
wagon.

Charles Dougherty died suddenly on the 
Northern gravel road, on Thursday—it is 
supposed from the effects of excessive 
drinking.

A boy named Walsh was killed in Quebec 
on Thursday last by a stone which struck 
him upon the temple—thrown by a lac 
named Sears.

The “American Hotel," owned by Mr. 
E. Henry, and a barn belonging to Mrs 
Wilson, Simcoe, were destroyed by fire oi 
Saturday week.

The Ottawa, which was aground below 
Gullop’s Rapids, (and reported by the Kings 
ton News as being sunk,) got off all right 
again on Saturday morning, without havin 
sustained any damage, and proceeded on t 
Montreal with her cargo of flour, and wil 
leave upwards again this evening.

Mr. Jacob Dittrick, brother of Alva Dit 
trick, of St. Catharines, was drowned o’ 
Wednesday night in the Twelve Mile Creek 
He was in the habit of going up the Creel 
tc fish at night, and it is supposed that h 
fell asleep during the night and rolled int 
the water, and was thus drowned.

A dwelling house owned by Mr. Georg 
Hall, of Whitby, was destroyed by fire 0 
Thursday last. The building, was partially 
insured. It is supposed that the fire Oc 
curred through the carelessness of somi 
parties who were spearing fish by tore) 
light on an adjoining creek, the night pre 
vious.

It appears that the hitherto victorious 
career of the English cricketers in Austral 
ia has been interrupted by a defeat. The 
match at which they sustained this reverse 
commenced on the 13th of February in the 
presence of the Governor of New South 
Wales, and lasted three days. The English 
cricketers were opposed by the United 
Eleveds of New South Wales and Victoria, 
and the match ended in the victory of the 
Australians by 12 wickets.

A correspondent of the Chicago Tribune 
writing from the army near Corinth, on the 
3rd May, says:—“A sad event transpired 
in our camp last evening, in the 18th Illi- 
nois. Company 1—the sudden death of Wm. 
J. Lonney, of Hamilton, C. W., by poison, 
aconite mixed in whisky, by the surgeon of 
the regiment, as a liniment, which the de
ceased supposed to be and drank for bitters. 
Three others drank of it, but were saved by 
timely vomitings.”

The Drumbo Review says :—Farmers and 
others interested in the manufacture of Flax, 
will doubtless regret to learn that the prem
ises devoted to this business, owned by Mr. 
Brown, was on Wednesday the 30th ultimo, 
destroyed by fire. The origin of the fire is 
supposed to have been caused by friction, 
crested from a want of a proper supply of oil. 
Mr. Brown’s low amounts to about $2,000, 
a large quantity of Flax having been in 
store, which was consumed. There was un- 
fortunately no insurance on the property. 
As a report has gone abroad to the effect 
that Mr. Brown’s supply of Flax seed has 
also been burned up, we may state that such 
is not the case, as he is prepared to furnish 
any quantity of excellent seed to those in
tending to engage in the cultivation of this 
useful commodity.

able him to pay them, and retain if he like 
something handsome for himself. Ho can 
also by means of advertisements, raise up a 
host of hireling journals all over the country 
to defend him !

To expect a Parliament, so constituted, to 
resist claw legislation or to negative the 
claims of particular sects to public money 
would be absurd. What care they for prin- 
ciples f Votes are the only commodity of 
any value. If any denomination can bring 
votes to sustain the Ministry through thick 
and thin, it will obtain what it seeks, how
ever thoroughly the principles of liberty 
and equality may be thereby reversed.

But do our public men feel satisfied with 
this state of things ? Are the people satis
fied to have it so? Is there to be no turn
ing in this long lane, or rather thorough
fare of corruption? Is every indi dual, 
and every locality, and every sect to seek 
their own patry objects at the expense of 
the public welfare and prosperity ? Oh for 
a little of the lofty patriotism which ani
mated many of the public men of a past gen. 
eration, but which appears to have wholly 
evaporated in those times of self-seeking.— 
Witness.

serve that Mr. Page at once noticed the 
matter and tried to put a stop to it. Mr. 
Page stated that if the proper kind of ma- 
sonary had been constructed there would 
in this item alone be a saving of $23,100. 
But in that case the contractors could not 
obtain the enormous prices for cut ashlar. 
The contract price for this kind of work was 
35 cents per foot, stone included. There 
had been in all in the Western block 45,- 
424 superficial feet, which at 35 cents, would 
amount to $15,898 ; but the Department 
actually paid $38,109. (Hear, hear.) 
There was another extraordinary entry re
garding the pay ment of the brick, to which 
he solicited the close attention of the House 
as it requires some professional knowledge 
to understand it. Some brick walls had 
been made thicker than the contract speci
fied, and instead of measuring the addition
al work and paying for it at $6.30 per thous
and bricks—the contract price—the whole 
wall was measured as extra work and paid 
for at the rate of $13.80 per thousand, 
being more than double the contract price 
and then the original wall was deducted at 
$6.30 per thousand, a most ingenious 
method for securing a large sum of money 
to which they were not entitled. (Hear, 
hear.) The account stood as follows:— 
924,000 extra at $13,80, $12,709, real 
price, at $6.30, $5,802; overcharge $6,907. 
Difference between $7.50 and $6.30 on 
753,000 $903 ; real overcharge $7,810. In 
another item selected at random he found 
that there was 3,350 lbs. of ornamental iron 
work valued at 48 cents per lb., the con
tract price being 17 cents; the sum paid 
was $1,508, while the sum really due was 
only $569. In rolled iron joisting 10 tons 
were supplied and paid for at the rate of 
$140 per ton, while $80 was the schedule 
price. (Hear.) These figures were mere
ly given as a specimen of the whole, and the 
trusted he had stated quite sufficient to 
establish a case requiring the vigilance of a 
committee of investigation. (Hear.) He

IMMENSE ARMAMENT FOR TWO 
NEW FRIGATES.

Fed* the London Times, April 23.
During the past few weeks large supplies 

of the best description of both angle and 
plate iron have poured into Chatham dock
yard, to be used in the construction of the 
iron steam frigate Achilles, 50.

The projecting bow of the Archies, forg
ed at the Thames iron works, has been fix
ed in its place, and the stern post will shortly 
be received from Glasgow. The following 
are the principle dimensions of the Achilles : 
—Length between the perpendiculars, 380 
feet ; length of keel for tonnage, 338 feet j 
inch; extreme breadth, 58 feet 4- inches; 
breadth moulded, 58 foot; depth in hold, 
21 feet 1 inch ; burden, 6,079 tons.

Orders have been received at Chatham to 
procure the following quantities of projec
tiles to be supplied to the iron screw Fri
gate Hector, 32 now under construction at 
private establishment for the Admiralty— 
viz: 290 common one hundred and "ten 
pounder and 290 of the segment one hund
red and ten pounder Armstrong shells, 113 
common and 113 segment twenty pounder 
Armstrongs, and 200 twelve pounder Arm- 
strong shells, 288 of the sixtyeight smooth 
bore, Moorsome shells, ninety six of the seven 
and a half naval sixtyeight pounder and 
fifty of the 12 pounder diaphragm smooth 
bore shells. The solid shot to be sup
plied to each of the above ships is 
1,680 sixty-eight pounder, 280 one hundred 
and ten pounder Armstrong, and fifty 
twelve pounder Armstrong. Each vessel 
is also to be supplied with 115 common twelve 
pounder howitzer shells and sixty twenty- 
four pounder congreve rockets.

could spend a full hour, were it necessary 
to do so, in pointing out excesses of this 
kind; but he thought that from what he 
had stated it would be admitted that the 
whole thing was a scandalous outrage, he 
would not say upon a justice simply, but 
even upon common sense. (Hear.) In 
bringing forward this motion, he disavowed 
all intention of interfering with Ottawa as 
the Seat of Government. He noticed that 
in some newspapers it was suggested that it

MILITIA GENERAL ORDERS.
Head Quarters, 

Quebec, 8th May, 1862.
In conformity with the power vested in 

His Excellency the Commander in Chief by 
the 6th section of the existing Militia Law, 
the Annual Muster of the Sedentry Milita 
of Upper and Lower Canada, under the said 
law, is hereby dispensed with for the present 
year.

In consequence of the recent bereavement 
of Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen, 
her Birthday will not be celebrated by the 
Volunteer Force of the Province, on the 
24th inst., as heretofore.

ACTIVE FORCE.
The formation of the following Corps is 

authorized under Class B. viz :
One Volunteer Militia Company of En

gineers at Montreal, under the provisions of 
section twetynine of the Consolidated Mili
tia Law.

One Volunteer Militia Foot Artillery 
Company at Iroquois, in the County of 
Dundas.

One Volunteer Militia Rifle Company at 
Toronto, to be styled "The University and 
Colleges Rifle Company of Toronto.”

—--==----------
The Cork Reporter calculates that the 

cost to the State of each priest that comple 
tes his education in Maynooth is £650.

would be better to leave the buildings un
finished as they were than continue them at 
the present ruinous state. Another suggest- 
ed that they should be so far completed as 
to be fit for an asylum for idiots. To which 
a third remarked that if they were allowed 
to go on they would in all likelihood formi- 
nate in being that at any rate. [Laughter.] 
As he had said before he desired a commit- 
tee to make a fair and impartial investi- 

,gation into the manner in which these 
|works had been proceeded with, and he now 
moved for the appointment of that commit- 
tee. [Hear, hear.]

dule as if it formed no part of the contract. 
It was not his intention to occupy the time; he raised as to themistaken in the point

principle of the bill. The hon. member 
said said there was one positive principle in 
the bill, that of fusion, and that there were 
some other features in it which he also re- 
garded as principles. As regarded the first 
th it had received the sanction of the Legis- 
Ui ere, and this bill was merely asking the 
Legislature, to reconsider the conditions of 
the Au.: gamation act passc.l some years 
ago. And in order to assertrin whether the

At a fancy ball, in Paris, last week, a 
most ingeniously devised costume appeared 
representing on one side marriage, and 
en the other widowhood.

Negro Kidnappers are one once more 
busy at Washington. They have posted 
themselves on the other side of the An- 
costia bridge, where they intercept contra- 
bands on their way to the city and carry 
them off to sell them.

of the House for any great length of time, at 
present. He would merely give a few state
ments of figures compiled from the Report 
of Mr. Killaly, the Assistant Commissioner 
of Public Works, as a fair specimen of the 
payments throughout ; and upon these facts 
he was quite satisfied the House would grant 
the committee. He would avail himself

To encourage the growth of union senti- 
ment ia North Carolina, Gen. Burnside has issued an order that “whoever shall utter In 
this Department, one word against the Gov- 

afterwards of his right to reply when the ornment of the United States, will be at 
Commissioner and other gentlemen had once arrested and closely confined.’
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