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“We arefighting for a worthy purpose, and we shall not lay down
‘ose has been fully achieved.”== H. M. The King.
F THE EMPIRE—Every fighting unit we can
send to the front means\one step nearer peace.
\

J

A A A A AN

BRITAIN'S LIQUOR PROBLEM.

English newspapers forecagt that
the new government will tal pro-
nounced action in the matter of the
liguor problem, either by buying the
traffic or enforcing important restric-
tive measures concerning the sale of
liguor. In his recent statement to the
PBritish Commons the premier made|
no announcement of his policy but |
there is no doubt that drastic action|

In the recent parliamentary agita-
tion for the elimination of the larger
evils of the liquor traffic Mr. Lloyd
Gelorge took a prominent part, and the
world clearly remembers his striking
declaration that liquor was a greater
curse to Great Britain than the arm-
jes of the Teutonic forces. Already
the Board of Liquor Control has en-
forced, in munition areas, no-treating,
limited hiours of sale and no credit.
In some munition areas and dockyard
centres all the licemses bave been
taken over and the bars are now oper-
ated under government control. Sog
far as the communities affected are|
concerned these restrictive measures
have made a great improvement but
the general license situation in Brit-|
ain is still far from satisfactory.

Flor instance, as an exchange points
out, the breweries required for the
year ending last September 1,224,000
tons of barley, 305,000 tons of other
grains, 65,000 tons of rice, maize and
by-products; 119,000 tons of sugar,
and 415000 tons of molasses. That is
a total wf 1,708,000. When foodstuffs
are scarce and high in Britain, and
jabor is short, and economy by every-|
one absolutvly imperative, the spend-
ing of $800,000,000 a year on drink
naturally is singled out for attack.
The grain used by the breweries is
mestly home grown, but if
available for other purposes the coun-
try would need to import so much
Official figures put the saving
fn tonnage from the diversion of this
grain and other materials to proper
uses at 1,000,000 tons net of shipping.
This represents about cne-thirteenth
of the net tonnage of the marine,

The newspapers are forecasting
strong action by #he new Lloyd Gcm‘m-l
zovernment, and eonditions in all re-|
spects are such that there will be thoﬁ
least possible oppositidn to a prohibi- |
tory enactment, or something closely '
approaching to it. !
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THE DUTY OF THE NEW YEAR.

Today a new page is turned in the |

book of life.

What will be written on | o

Jate, our security unimpaired. This is
the message of duty the new year
brings to each one of us.

THE ENTENTE REPLY.

There can be no mistaking the
tenor of the reply of the Entente Pow-
ers to the peace suggestions of Presi-
dent Wilson. Great Britain and her|
allies will end hostilities against Ger-
many just as soon -as the enemy an-
nounces her willingness to pay the

‘whether the guns or the aeroplane
brought about the night ralder's de
struction. We know now that it was
that Iittle machine that had dome the
Goliath to death,

But at that moment the appalling
spectacle of the giant airship falling
headlong in flames engrossed every
eye. It fell nose forward at a sharp
slant. It fell faster and faster, and
the blazing gas streamed in ribbons
far behind and above it. Tremulous
tongues of flame broke out and gleam-
od in weird detachment for a moment
before the darkness blotted them out.
The town grew bright in every part,
and light was reflected from innum-
erable windows. People who have
come into the town tell of how they
saw that light from twenty miles away.

Swallowed Up By the Sea

In its fall the Zeppelin broke in two,
the larger part dropping the more
quickly and blazing the brighter until
it plumped hissing into the gea, follow-
ed immediately by the lesser part,
For half an hour after it fell, I have
been told, flames were seen lifting
and falling in the gentle sea. When
an examination boat arrived at the
spot, not a trace of the airship re-
mained. The sea has swallowed it up.

Some say that the Zeppelin took a
minute to fall, others say three min-
utes. The fact is that no one was s0
unconcerned as to mark the time. One
man who was in the street went to the
house for a pair of glasses and was
back in the street in time to watch

penalty for her misdeeds and provides
guarantees for the faithful perform-|
On any other|
basis peace prn[ms;\l.\ from Germany

ance of her pledges.
or from any neutral, no matter d;nwl
well intentioned they may be, rvp're-i
sent simply a wasted effort.

The whole record of the Teuton
powers from and before the outbreak
of war has been one of broken
pledges and violated agreements. The
Teutons were the first to break the
for them to say
As

the Allied note states “It is not upon

peace and it is not
how or when it shall be restored.

the word of Germany after violation

of her agreements that the

broken by her, may be

peace, |
And
in conclusion, referring to the Ger-

based.”

man peace proposal the Allied note
puts it thus:
ments, closely united to one another

with their

Allied govern-

and in perfect sympathy
peoples, refuse to consider proposals
so empty and insin re.”

“Empty and insincere.” ip no other

words could the Gerr
well told. It is altozet
the Entente reply sho
it ‘is.

This war must anl w

story be so
atural that
be just what|
;0 on until |
it can be ended on terms and -mz-li»‘:
tions that make it certain that never|
again shall it be necessary to repe at
the experiences of the past two and
one-half years. ‘
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1916—1917. |
|

©ld year gude-bye |
Na doubt ye did yer best,
We're a bit frail.

A braw chiel's comin’ tak
Yer time and re

THE DURHAM

ESpectacle Witnessed by Many | ‘

Thousands.

it*durimg the year of 19172 |

The dawn of the year finds the Em-

pire still at war, but with the prospect | njeht, just before midnight, a Zeppelin |
victorious peace growing dailyhmmn‘nd to pass over this dark and|g
It was returning from |

of

more certain. How long the struggle

wilg cotitinue is a question beyond the |

power of ordinary men to answer. A
it was thought it would have
finished before today, but the ferocity
of the fighting has not abated, and
while the Allied armies, numerically
and in point of ability, are believed to
be superior to the enemy, the strug-
gle has not reached a point where the
defeat of Germany can be sald to
have been accomplished,

For the men in the trenches, there-
fcre, the new year holds hard work,
bardship and danger, but they will
meet it as they have met the difficul-
ties and perils of the past twelve
months.

What does
“home?

It shouwld hold remembrance and
recognition; grateful, proud remem-
brance of the sacrifices made in wur
behalf by the men who have donned
the khaki and gone overseas to fight
our ‘battles; recognition of the duty
we owe to them, to their dependents,
and to our country. For those who
have been bereaved there should be
loving kindness and temder condolen-
ces; for those to whom the days bring
burden of anxiety and longing, anxi-
ety for loved ones absent from the
family circle, longing for a cessation
of hostilities and the return of the
soldier boys to the home, there should
be sympathy and tangible apprecia
' To every heart and mind the duty

year ag

it hold for those at

(Manchester Guardian.)
A Town in Durham, Nov.

;Hm-mn; town.
lan inland journey to the sea on its
| way home, and as it passed across the
country it dropped bombs promiscu-
{ously, as if it was getting rid of a
{troublesome freight.

Z When the airship arrived over here
|it was discovered by our defensive
| gearchlights, which held it and would
|not let it go. It turned, it wriggldd
this way and that, convulsively en-
deavoring to escape their stabbing
light, and its manoeuvres made it ap-
pear rather like a rising fish speared
by silver prongs. There were guns
ready, and they opened fire on the
monster thousands of feet up in the
clear sky. Invisible aeroplanes, pat-
rolling the air, were also directed to
their quarry by the broad, steady
beams which were thrust towards the
stars.

In a last panicky effort to lift itself
clear of the encompassing dangers, the
airship let fall all its remaining ex-
plosives, and they dropped upon this
town. Gung were firing and the bombs
were falling simultaneously. Houses
were being wrecked, and the molse
was mnearly as terrifying as a naval
bombardment, though, fortunately, not
as destructive as the bombardment
which the Durham coast once suffered.

Red Glow Reveals the Aeroplane

Shells were seen to burst like dead-
ly fireworks about the Zeppelin, and
the expectantly anxious watchers
grew increasingly keen. Suddenly, as
if at & given signal, the firing ceased.
The now wakeful inhabitants, if they
were not already in the streets, look-
ed from their windows and doors, and
saw on the long grey body overhead
a spot of red near the stern. The spot
widened into a glow, the glow grew to
a flare, the flare ran from end to end
of the Zeppelin,.and the whole earth
and sky were lit up with an intensely
brilliant light.

In that light far away up e solitary

- was seen circling down to
"It was seen but for a mo-

| were
{that na
ini
|

RAIDERS' DOOM

‘!‘\'1\ o'clock

the greater part of the fall. Another
aroused his wife that she might share
the thrilling spectacle, and they also
were in time to see the fall, so probab-
ly the estimate of three minutes is
the more correct. But from first to
last, from the sound of the earliest
bomb to the plunging of the Zeppelin
into the sea, there was a space of not
more than five minutes.

Damage In the Town

The damage in the town is consider-
able, but much less than might have
been expected. The structural dam-
age is almost entirely confined to
houses in a working-class residential
district. The wreckage of windows
has spread in a curious way to quite
distant streets. FEighteen bombs have
been accounted for. Six of them fell
in the neighborhood of a village,five
miles inland; four fell between *hal
village and this town; two fell¥in a
public park, and six in the town it-
self.

A woman has died of shock and thir-
teen persons have reported injuries,
but only seven have been detained,
and of these seven only two are in a
serious condition.

The greatest damgage hag been caus:
ed by a bomb which fell in a back
street between two rows of houses.
The force of the explosion was more
to one side than the other, and all

| the houses on that side, for the length

of a short street, were shaken and
broken, windows being blown. but,
slates lifted, and doors burst open.
Houses on the opposite side of the]
street were by this same explosion
stripped of all their glass, and from

| one house the front row of bricks was

keeled out, leaving the
standing,

inner row

Off Norfolk Coast

e Bast Coast, Nov, 29—I am writ-
from a port on the east
t which has had a good many

s during the war. Today, how-

, it finds ample compensation for

1 its troubles. Early last night there
indications in the town that
something unusual was happening and
1 and military men were un-
unally busy Many people spent the
watching for something to hap-

{ pen, but nothing occurred until about

thig

Many were awakened at that hour
3 ring explosions. One of my
Informants sald that as soon as she
“,wnrd the explosion she thought there
wag a bombardment, and hurriedly got
up. She was afraid to light the room
| lest it should be seen from outside, but
1es in the sky were so bril-
that the room was as light as
By the time she got into the
cet the whole of the place seemed
to be out watching in intense silence.
Every available searchlight was now
in action, and very soon they were
holding the afrship firmly, while a

Wishing Al Our Friends
A Happy and Prosperous
New Year.

Edgecombe & Chaisson,
Tailors, King St.

while the land defs

agreeable, for 1t is Believed that

of them was hit two or three times.|

Nor did the visit appear to be worth
thomm»}u-dﬂthorm
occurred, and & few emal damaged

were
exceHent practice, and it was thought
that &t least one hit was scored, but
the Zeppelin was getting further and
turther away, and it was soon imposs-
ible from the shore to make out what
exactly was happening, 3

After an interval of a few minutes
the sky wag suddenly lit up with a
huge erimson glow, familiar to those
who have seen Zeppelins brought
down_before. The spectacle was &
very gurious one owing to the fact
that the flames were seen through a
mist. {The Zeppelin came down zig-
zag fashion, cutting a path through
the mist till it touched the gea, but for
some time later there was a curlous
corksorew line of smoke reaching right
down to the sea from the point where
it was hit, about 8,000 feet up,

Official reports describe the attack
by aeroplanes, but few people on shore,
even with glasses, could see anything
of these, Nor was it possible to see
any sign of wreck The Zeppell
disappeared completely.

In the town the excitement was pro-
digious. Onme sober citizen said to me
that the entire population seemed sud-
denly to Have gone mad. People were
dancing in the streets like children,
and the cheering was tremendous,
They turned out in all sorts of cos-
tumes, quite regardless of the bitter

h in a quarter of a mile area rep-
resent the result of the dropping of &
dozen bombs. In all three houses
were damaged and  one destroyed.
There was no military damage.

The first Zeppelin sent out two
bombs, but, evidently alarmed, it
sheered off in three minutes towards
the coast. Later its fellow appeared
nearer the town, and wags at once held
by the lights, The anti-aircraft guns
speedily got into action, and shot after
shot was fired. The night wag clear,
bright, and starry, and every motion
of the enemy could be seen, An ample
warning had been given, there were
thousands of people in the streets, who
cheered every shot, crying “Go on, go
on,” as the gunners got nearer to thelr
mark, and it was the general opinion
that the two last shots got home. The
Zeppelin dipped, and then recovering
rose rapldly and disappeared after a
visit of five minutes.

One bomb dropped at the junction of
two thoroughfares in an outlying dis-
trict, dembolishing a dwelling-house,
which had been vacated just in time,
and making & large hole in the road.
Two incendiary bombs fell into a small
lock-up grocer's shop, but caused lit-
tle damage. Others went into some
gardens and a football field.

TP e

cold. The sight, they sald, wasg quite
enbugh to keep them warm.

A Fight in the Air

An east coast correspondent states
that as the Zeppelin slowly sank in
flames the crowd om shore cheered
with might and main, while the sirens
of steamers hooted out in triumph.
Four aeroplanes were seen making
their way northwards, and as they
came in sight well out to sea the crowd
gave another mighty cheer, and then |
went home to breakfast, well satis-
fied.

It was afterwardg learned that be-
fore the Zeppelin was destroyed there |
was a regular duel in the air hétween{
her crew and the aeroplane men.
Those on the alrship fired again and
again, and our aeroplanes replied with
interest. This went on for quite fif-
teen minutes, and then the finishing
stroke was given. '

Steamerg were sent out to search for
the wreckage, but nothing was found
except black scum and floating oil.
The Zeppelin is described as one of
the latest type, very long, with two
Iron Crosses painted upon her.

Another correspondent says that af-
ter the Zeppelin’s fall into the water a
British airman flew in from the sea,
and descended on the coast. He was
given a tremendohs ovation. Towns-
people carried him shoulder-high
through streets crowded with cheer-
ing people, while the sirens of the ship-
ping shrieked triumphantly,

At a Yorkshire Town
An Inland Yorkshire Town, Nov. 29—
A warm welcome wasg given two Zep-
pelins which appeared over an outskirt
of this inland Yorkshire town last

bz
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GET THEHITCH

Our “Lightning Hitch" Skating
Bootg will enable you to enjoy this
popular, invigorating pastime to
the fullest.

No tight lacing or pinched toes.

No wobbling or aching of the
ankles.

They fit perfectly and wear for
years.

Men's, Women's, Boys' and Girls’,
$3.00 to $4.75,

Mail orders sent parcel post,

Francis &
Vaughan

19 KING STREET

]

r The Best Quality at
= @ Reasonable Price.

A Watch for
Your Christmas Money

Using the cash you received
for Christmas to purchase f{or
yourself a good watch, will
please your friends immensely
and bring you the utmost gate
isfaction from their sifts.
Sharpe's comprehensive stock
of good watches offers you
many advantages.

Only dependable movements
are dealt in. Each watch is
tested before being put on
sale. We take care of our
watches for a year free,
Should any trouble, barring ac-
cidents, develop, no charge is
made for remedying it.

Men's Watches $5 to $126.
Bracelet Watches $15 to $40.
Military Watches $7 to $20,

L L Sharpe & Son

JEWELERS & OPTICIANS,
l 21 King Street, 8t. John, N. B.

J. M. HUMPHREY CO.,

wish all their
friends

A Happy and Prosperous
New Year!

I ———————
A PLEASING XMAS. GIFT

A pair of perfect fitting Glasses glves
more solid comfort to those who need
them than anything under the sun.
We can easily explain how this can
be accomplished and be a perfect sur-
prise for Xmas.

K. W. EPSTEIN & CO,,
Optometrists 193 Union 8t.

T he Fact

That in spite of war conditfons our
D b ttend ds that
of any previous year of our 49 years’
history, is prized, with much gratitude,
as evidence of public appreciation of
work faithfully performed.

Our New Term begins Wednesday,
January 8rd.

Send for Rate Card.

Skating
Boots

made to stand knocks, yet look
neat and fit nicely.

MEN'S, $2.75. $4.00
WOMEN’S, $3.75

GIRLS’ $2.50

BOYS' ,$2.25, $2.75, $3.50

YOUTHS', $2.75

GOOD QUALITY ANKLE SUP-
PORTS .oa wa == «...40C. 2 pair

Foot

T. McAVITY & SONS, LTD..
Greetings of the Season

- To one and all and wish{them Health,
Happiness and Prosperity for this
and succeeding years.

Jewelry, Diamnds, Silverware,
Cut Glass

In these our assortment is exceptionally large
and complete, expressing the most recent and
favored of Fashion’s decrees.
—Also—
We offer you an extensive range of ‘Watches for
ladies and gentiemen, boys and girls, including
the latest effects in Bracelet and in Military
Wrist Watches.
ALWAYS GLAD TO HAVE YOU CALL

41 KING STREET
FERGUSON & PAGE, Diamond Imperters and Jewelers
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SLEIGH BELLS

Brass and Nickel

Two Bells, 30 cents per pair
Three Bells, 60 cents per pair
Three Bells, $1.00 and upward
We stock all kinds of Brass and Nickel Accessories
for Sleighs and Pungs

M. E. AGAR, 51-53 Union St.
Phone Main 818 St, John, N. B.
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([ PRINTING |

in Eastern Canada for the production of high»

grade work.
Job Printing of all kinds promptly attended to.
Phone Today Maln 1910

STANDARD JOB PRINTING CO.
ST. JOHN, N. B.
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Canada Brushes Win

Most Modern Equipment, Skilled Workmanship and
and Best Selected Materials enable us to fmduee
Superior Grade Brushes, which, we cel,

will meet your entire satisfaction. ;
Our Solid Backed Household and Dandy B

are daily winning preference, and we would
draw attention to our

STRAIGHT COMPRESSED VARNISH BRUSH
so made that it absolutely will not flare.

CANADA BRUSH CO. - ST. JOHN

McROBBIE "

fitters

HARDWOOD
FLOORING

Have you a factory or ware-
house floor that needs renew-
ing? Try our No. 2 Birch
Flooring in_ short lengths. It
has some kuots and defects, but
will outlast several softwood
floors,

Price $26.00, little more than
the price of the cheapest Match-
ed Spruce,

+ Other grades of Hardwood
Flooring $50.00 and $65.00,

The Christie

I,ACE LEATHER

Also, Complete Stock of Leather, Balata,
Hair and Rubber Belting.

T ——

64 Prince Wm. St. 'Phone Main 1121, St. John,

GILBERT G. MURDOCH
g‘lvll Engineer and C;'QWI; Land Su
rveys, P b Bt Black Lin

lans, B ue
Prints, Maps of St. John and Surroundings, 74 Carmarthen St., 8¢, Johu. :

Weodworking Ce., Ltd,

Treasurers of Churches Call and See Our Samples,

DUPLEX ENVELOPES FOR 1917

Erin Street, St. Jobn, N, 8.

W leunvelling Jlees

AGood N

will be to brigh
able, by the add
ever needed.

We have tl
requirement, an
goods are alwaj

Do it now.
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He's startin
hurryi
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HIRAM WEB
Electrician of 32 Ye

HIRA
E

Phone M 2!
Let us quote

D. K. McLAREN, LIMITED %

that put the keenest
5.KM and BROW
\H'BIBD FAMILY, the (
) CALL and GET YOU!

7}, M. ROCHE
The Union |

Engl
IRON
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