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its acceptance of a second contingent
of troops from Canada for the South
African war. Lord Roberts, appointed

der of the British tomeo in
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South Africa on December 18th, was
1 d with €anada's prompt re-

BUSINESS CONDITIONS.
®

In the reports submitted during the
past few days at the annual meetings
of the various chartered banks, it is
difficult to find justification for the
impression that business conditions
in Canada at the present.time are not
sound, or that this country is suffer-
ing from a pronounced financial strin-

local business was practically as
good as usual, but that foreign money
markets reported the stringency.
Conditions in Canada, and especial-
ly in the Maritime Provinces, durlag
the past year, have not been such as|
to give ground for alarm. The record|
of failures does not show anything
indicate that we are passing through|
a financial crisis. The crops ha\el

been good, and, with the exception of
isolated cases where industry is affect.

ed by local causes, most of the factor-
jes have been kept in operation full
time.

How is it in St. John? Before we
agree to the opinion that there is any
financial shortage here let us analyse
the situation. Building operations are
brisk. The sugar refinery, the new
grain elevator, the building and re-
modelling of bank premises, the new
post office, the marine depot, the
work on the construction of the new
bridge at the Falls. Surely not for
many years hae St. John had such a
number of what might be called “big
jobs” under way at once. There has
been no scarcity of work for men who
wanted it.

In connection with the winter port
traffic, it is not yet apparent that the
trade this season will not eclipse
previous years. There will be as
much or more work for the ship lab-
orers and others engaged in the load-
inz and discharging of vessels. No
evidence in either building or trans-
portation circles of a financial de-
pression. No evidence in the way of
idle men on the streets to justify the
impression that work is scarce. True,
the Domirion government immigration
department has notified its agents to
advise intending immigrants that
work will not be as plentiful in Can-
ada this winter as it has been in the
past, but this is not the first occasion
on which such warning has been
given.

While the western wheat crop was

|John for precisely she same reason

gency. Most banks reported that their b

to] "

John did not demand that th; White
Star Laner Teitonic should be re-
quired to sail direct to this port, The
BEcho's statement to the contrary is
false. The Teutonic is coming to St

that will probably oring other steam-
¢rs, now scheduled for Halifax; be-
cause the facilities for caring for the
rapidly growing business are not as
good in Halifax as in St. John.

As to the Empresses, they went to
Halifax because of the fear tha! with
the increased sailings of the other
Wnes they would not get as good ser-
vice in St. John this year as they had
‘n the past. Possibly the C. P. R
! officials who orderad the change acted
h wisdom, but it is not the general
belief that Halifax has given the big
liners even as good accommodation as
could be had in St. John.

When St. John gets harbor facilities
sufficlent to accommodate all the
steamers the C. P. R. passenger and
mail boats will return and will sail to
and from this port direct. There is no
mystery about that, for the announce-
ment was plainly made when the Em-
presses first withdrew to Halifax that
the change was but for one season.
Halifax has no need to worry over
that line, or to indulge in mysterius
hints of “switching.” The steamers
will come to the port with the best
tacilities, and even now that port is
St. John.

All the ink the Chronicle and Echo
can spill, and all the abuse they car
heap upon Premier Borden, Hon. J. D
Hazen and their own Mayor and
Board of Trade, will not change the
case. St. John is bound to get the
business when its facilities are in
shape to care for it all, and Halifax
may as well realize that now as any
other time. Wharves and warehouses
and trackage facilities are not created
by newspaper controversy, and the
attitude of the Chromicle and Echo in
the present- situation is, to say the
least, decidedly silly.

WILL GO TO WORK AT ONCE.

Evidently it is not intended that the
departmental experts appointed to en.
quire into the high cost of living in
Canada shall waste any time. Otta-
wa despatches tell us that the prelim-
irary arrancements have been com-
pleted and the board of enquiry will

in the fields, ungarnered and unsold,} .ot to work at once in collecting its
there was some justification for (he‘inform.mon Much of this is already
cry of hard times in the west, but nH“ the possession of department offic-
appears now that the crop was a par|jas gnq has but to be gathered to-

moved. Consequently an enormous;
amount of money will be loosed in the
west to go Into the process of devel
oping that great country.

Meanwhile m2n in a position to
know express the opinion that New
Brunswick has had a good year, and
there is every evidence that the next
twelve months will see even greater
prosperity. Business in ‘'Canada at
times has probably been better, but
it has also been very much worse,
so, after all, it appears there is not
much ground for complaint. Prophets
of blue ruin can always be found, but
it is not on record that they con-
tribute much te the city, province or
Dominion for which they are so in-
dustriously engaged in foretelling a
future of gloom and disaster.

————— e

THE CRY FROM HALIFAX,

The Halifax
devoting much

newspapers are now
space to the ‘“‘want it
all” traits they have discovered in the
people of St. John. The Echo, for in:
stance, fears that if we are not check-
ed in some way, Halifax will have
nothing left but it’s harbor. The
Echo, in relating the achievements of
St. John, remarks as follows:

“It is well to remember at this
time that the pcople of St. John
have obtained everything they set
out to obtain from the beginning of
the controversy.

“They first demanded that they
be given the Royal boats, They
obtained them.

“They then demanded that the
mails be routed over the C. P. R.
instead of over the Intercolonial.
They obtained this concession,
“They then demanded that the
Teutonic be required to sail di-
rect to St. John instead of Halifax
as scneduled. They obtained this
concession.

“And the people of St. John are
now demandinz (bat the Em-
presses be Teturned. Will they
score again?

“The Empresses will be return-
ed to St. Jobn if the people of that
city meet with the success that
has attended all their other en-
h-m-hth:hmm-rotthomn

ticularly good one, and was promplh]gemer and compiled

in the form
which will make it of the greatest
practical value.

There can be no two opinions re
garding the fitness of the men to
whom has been entrusted the respon-
sibility of the enquiry. For years
they have been in daily touch with
sources of the information they must
now collect. In this way they have
an advantage over practically any
other commission that could have
been appointed, and which, probably,
would have called upon these very
men to supply much of the necessary
data upon which to base a report.

If the investigation is completed,
as speedily as now seems to be the
idea, parliament should have some in-
teresticg information upon which to
work before the sesslon is far ad-
vanced, and it should be possible to
form a fairly accurate opinion of what
steps are necessary to bring the relief
needed to both the Canadian consum-
er and producer. It is sincerely to
be hoped that the opposition will net
attempt to defeat the purpose of the
government's action in . deciding to
give expert attention to what, since
1897, has become a very live question.
1t there is a remedy in sight the gov-
ernment can be depended upon to ap-
ply it, and should be permitted to do
so without the Canadian public be-
ing forced to put up with a repetition
of the senseless obstructionist tactics
that marked the conduct of the op-
position last session. Obstruction in
parliament is one way to increase the
cost of living by adding to the expen.
diture of time and money necessary
to do the country’s business.

P TR

Arthur Hawkes says that he fis
content as long as the voters listen
to him whether they vote for him or
not. This will doubtless suit his op-
ponents to a nicety. As long as he
does not get the votes there can be
no great objection to his getting a
share of public attention.

e e

President Wilson, of the United|c

sponse and the enthusiasm and fervor
of the people that he cabled that “the
action of Canada will always be a
glorious page in the history of the sons
of the Empire,” sdding, “I look for
great things from the men she has
sent and is sending to the front.” The
first Canadian contingent of a thous-
and men had been composed of infant-
ry, and it was decided that the second
army of 1,200 men should be confined
to cavalry and artillery. The contin-
gent was completely equipped with
horses and guns, and within a month
the first detachment was ready to sail.
In February a third force of 400 cav
alry was equipped and sent to South
Africa by Lord Strathcona and Mount
Roval, and this bodv known as “Stra-
theona's Horse,” played a prominent
and gallant part in the war. The first
batalion of Canadian Mounted Rifles
was led by Lieut-Col. Lessard, the
second by Lieut-Col, Herchmer, and
later by Lieut-Col. Evans; the fleld
artillery was commanded by Lieut-Col.
Drury, and Strathcona’s horsemen
rode into action with Lieut-Col Steele
at their head. In a banquet at Toron-
to following the announcement of a
second contingent, Prime Minister
Ross of Ontario voiced the sentiments
of the nation, when he declared that,
“all our money and all our men are
at the disposal of the British Empire.”

THE PASSING DAY

HALCYON DAYS.

These are the “halcyon days,” com-
memorated by ancient poets as a per-
iod of calm and peace and tranquility.
The seven days preceding and the sev-
en days following the winter solstice,
which falls on the twenty-first or the
twenty-second of December, were the
haleyon days of the old world. In mod-
ern dictionaries haleyon has come to
be a synonym for idyllis, peaceful or
happy, but among the ancients it was
the name of the bird now called the
kingfisher, and the fourteen days near-
est the winter solstice were called
halcyon because it was at that period
that the bird deposited her eggs on
or in a floating nest in the midst of
the waters. Out of consideation for
the halcyon bird, which was supposed
to be favored by the gods, it was
expected that the sea would remain
calm in order that the eggs mizht not
suffer injury. The superstition per-
sisted in spite of the storms that of-
ten prevailed at that period, as so
many superstitions survive in the face
of evidence, and it was held that the
storms were proof of the anger of the
gods. Some of the ancient writers at-
tributed to the kingfisher the power
of arresting the violence of the waves
Many fables about the magical pow-
ers of the halcvon or kingfisher still
persist in parts of Europe. It is declar-
ed that the breast of a kingfisher sus-
pended by the bill will always be turn-
ed to the north, that when accurately
balanced the bill will point in the di-
rectfon of the wind even within doors,
and that its head and feathers are a
protection against storms at sea. The
feathers are also alleged to be a sure
mens of securing the affections of a
loved person. There are sailors to-
day who carry with them always a
kingfisher feather to assure them-
selves that wives or sweethearts will
not prove false while they are sea.
The feather, however, does not pre-
vent the tar who carries it from hav-
ing a sweetheart in every port.

There are a number of varieties of
the kingfisher, but the common king-
fisher of Europe, which was the hal-
cyon of the ancients, is about seven
inches long, with a stout body, short
wings, and a long sharp bill. It pos-
sesses many of the brilliant colors of
tropical birds, the upper back being
dark green, the lower back  bright
blue; the upper part of the head, wing
coverts, and stripe on each side of
the neck, green with light blue spots;
throat and neck stripes yellowish
white, and lower parts pale chestnut.
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THE HUMAN PROCESSION

A CLERGYMAN AUTHOR

‘While engaged in the active duties
of aclergyman of the Protestant Epis-
copg@l church, the Rev. Cyrus Town-
send Brady has found time to write
over half a hundred books which have
won for him a host of admirers throu-
ghout the English-speaking world. Dr.
Brady has a volume to his credit for
each year of his life, since he was
born fifty-two years ago today in Alle-
gheny, Pa., and when it is considered
that he did not begin his literary ca-
reér until fifteen years ago it will be
realized that he is a prolific writer. Dr.
Brady’s first ambition was to become
an édmiral in Uncle Sam’s navy, nad
with this end in view he secured an
appointment to Annapolis and gradu-
ated from the Naval Academy in 1883,
Later he decided that railroading of-
fered a greater future, and for several
years he was employed on the Mis-
souri Pacific and Union Pacific rail-
ways. It was while thus engaged that
he felt»stirring in his heart the call to
the ministry, and he took up the study
of theology under Bishop Worthington
of.Nebraska. In 1890 he was ordained
a priest of the Episcopal church, and
was rector of churches in Colorado
and Missouri and archdeacon ‘of Kan-
sas, and later archdeacon of Pennsyl-
vania. He was rector of a Philadel
phia church when he scored his first
successes as an author with “For Love
of Country” and “For the
the Sea.” In the year 1900, while Dr.
Brady was still fulfilling the duties of
a minister, five books appeared under

s name. In 1902 he resigned his

harge to devote his entire time to
e, but the call of the church

States, decl he will r no
xican t that is ined
mblood Apparently that will make

mtmlﬂl a little strained with

was too insistent for him to resist, and
three years later he accepted wl
pit of a Toledo chnrch In 1
went to Kansas City, and
elmrch in Mount Vernon, &
Ntv York City.

HISTORIC NYS IN CANADA
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Another Story.

(Houston Post.)
“My gas meter is out of whaek."
“What's the matter with it?"

“lt Hes, It doesn't register correct-
iy

“That's what they all say.”

“But it doesn’t register half the gas
we use.”
“Then it’s lying on the wrong side!
We'll send a man right out.”

—

Astonishing.

“Extraordinary!” cried a man who
was reading the newspaver, “Another
discovery has been made in Saturn,
Aren’t they wonderful, these astrono-
mers?”

“Yes,” assented his wife, “but the
stranezest part §s that they should have
manaeed to discover the names of
the stars.”

His One Vote.

An ambitious man rather unwisely
stood as candidate at an election, and
at the close of the poll was found to
have received only one vote. The can-
didate was excessively mortified, and.
to increase his chagrin, his neichbors
talked as if it were a matter of course
that he had given that one vote him-
self. This annoved him so much that
he offered a $50 suit of clothes to his
only supporter if the individual would
come forward and show himself.

An Trishman responded to this ap-
neal, proved his claim, and called for
the reward,

“How did it happen?” inquired the
candidate, taken quite by surprise.
“How did it happen that you voted
for me?”

Pat hesitated: but, on being pres.
sed. he answered:

“If T tell you, you won't go back on
the suit of clothea?”

“Oh, no; I promise you shall have
the suit anyhow.”

“Well, them, your honor,” replied
Pat, “sure I made a mistake in the
ballot paper.”

The Last Straw.

Jack Podger was the most obliging
man that ever’lived. His services were

ﬁllﬂﬂ BM e
£ IH[ snuama

for school? At such
Coal Co’s Chestnut
situation. No dull soggy fire, it is up
and burning almost as soon as the
kindling. You would almost t.hlnk it
knew what was expected of it. Give
this coal a trial when you buy your
next supply. The Consumers Coal Co.'s
address is 331 Charlotte street, (op-

'lhnkohlldnpkmundmufmﬁu
your investment htDuhondofheqmlky now!

| Come in ana see our Splendid Values and Choicest Seftings.

- FERGUSON & PAGE
Diamond mporters and Jewelers, KING ST,

oK xy

]
£

posite Broad street.) T M.
2670. They have a large stock of all
kinds of household fuel including this
same coal in egg and nut sizes for
heating purposes.

——e e
Quality, service, price—Get all three
from the Consumers’ Coal Co., the
home of good coal.

TENDERS.

TENDERS will be received until
Monday, 29th December, inst. until
noon in the office of the Common
Clerk, addressed to him, City Hall,
Prince William street,'for 300 ft. of
fire hose with couplings and branch
pipe to be delivered in No. 4 shed,
Sand Point.
Hose to be cut in fifty (50) feet
lengths and connected with couplings
according to St. John Fire Department
standard. The couplings to be secured
to the hose with expansion rings, and
jet of branch pipe to be of one inch
bore.

Samples of hose to accompany each

tender,

H. B. SCHOFIELD,
Commissioner of Harbours,
Ferries, Public Lands.

ADAM P. MACINTYRE,
Comptroller,
8t. John, N. B., December 19th, 1913.
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The
Howard
Watch

This Christmas 18 surely the
time to gratify for him one of
his dearest wishigs—to own a
thoroughly reliable watch, pre-
ferably a Howard,

Not that he hasn't a watch
of some kind already.

.

But the higher up & man gets
in the councils of the business
and professional” world, the
more Howard owners he finds
among his associates.

We are showing & very com-
plete line of e celebrated
Watches and invite
you to see them.

L L. Sharpe & Son,

®

civen gratis to 8l apllicants. He could
mend a clock, a8  pum 3
drown a klﬂ.en_ wall, and, in
fact, perform off known
to mortal mang te, Jack’ :
services we“* S 9" d. e ‘We. can guarantes tmis ived to

A week ‘oF: " fer .eobbling bﬁ the best’ “M ." the
a neighbor’ sim > Bis tou- [} market. ! »
sin’s gum holl, swie the vicar's ¥ .
chimney and wrltln[ _testionial for The price is very lﬂ' In order
his char-wompn’'s ‘negheéw, he retired|} to get it introduced.
to rest. He Wvas aw ed by a ter-
rific hang'v‘t his front door, and im- Telephones—West 411 and
mediately ;ushed td the window. |} West 81.

—;?
* The Best Quality at a &ltouﬂe mﬂ

' XMAS OFFER |

SHORTHAND AND BOOK-
KEEPING.

$10.00 for Thirty Dollar Course.
$15.00 for Fifty Dollar Course.
GOOD UNTIL XMAS.

Stationery free if scholarship be
purchased now—Enter any time.

Currie Commercial Institute )

L 8 UNION STREET.

Christmas Gifts
For All

Now is the time and this
is the __opportunity  for

chrmmu buylno Come
us for DOLLS, TOYS,

g:lo |of 3H-rz:kcrchl-h.
mples, 3c., 4¢., 5¢c, 8c.,
10c., 12¢,, 15¢,, 18¢, 20c.,
to 75¢c. Chain Pur- A
ves, 1 20¢., o
40c. to $1.00. Ger-
man Siiver Hand

Bags, 95c, $1.20,
$1.35, ‘1 .75. $2.75,
$3.50 . 5.

90c., to $4,50 each.

Jewelers and Opticians
Lz1 KING STREETy 8T. JOHN, N.B.
Ea— J

Arnold's bcpartml Store

83-85 Charlotte St.

om:a. BOOKS, STA-
TIONERY,  FANCY].
GOODS, ETC. 1

00,
Leather H-nd Blat. 36¢. 60c., 785e,,

THERMOMETERS
and BAROMETERS

Have you thought that these make ex-
cellent as well as USEFUL GIFTS,

Window Tllermometers

As Mustrated . . .
- Other Window T

=

e e g

hermometers ‘
from 75c. to $2.50

n
"
n
o
L

Standard

- (R IT C

15¢. to $1.00
BAROMI:TI:Rs. s

T. MAVITY & SONS, Limited

Useful Gifts in Footwear

Men's Viscolized Sole Laced Boots, . $3.25 to $7.00
Men’s Pateat Laced or Button Bools,  4.00 to 6.00
Men's Overshoes, . 140t 35
Rubber Bools, . . 20000 600
Boys’ Calf, IIeavySolehwdlms, 200t 400
Boys’ Skating Bools,
Ladies’ I’atenl,ﬂn&lop,l!uttnws, 300 to 5.00
Ladies’ Fine Calf ortae, Double Soled Boots, 3.00 to 6.00
ladies’ Evening Pumps, . . 200 to 450

) .

Ladies’ Boudoir or Felt Sippers, . Sdcte 200
Girls’CaIf.url’alultBuls, « . 200t0 350
s’ Shatiog Bools, . . . . 2000 300

Chideen’s Rubber Boots, Overshoes, Colored Leggings
and Felt Slippers

Infants’ Fancy Beots, Slippers and Bootees

Francis & Vaughan - 19 King St

150 351

A FEW DAINTY

CHRISTMAS
CARDS

are still on m ‘which can

be printed ptly with
your greeting name.
C H R

Engraver

|18 THE BEGINNING OF OUR NEW
TERM,
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Ask Your Grocer for

NN'S MINCE MEAT

GUNNS lMT!D. 674 Main Sﬂ!ﬂ

M 1670
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