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THE EMOTIONAL IN RELIGION.

Om another page s paper swill be found an articl
frond P (BT Saunders, which deals in an in
tellige interesting way with'a phase of religious ex
perien vi has found large expression in the history of

viv churches in this coumtry as well as in that moir

e Hg movement  with which our early history
nds close nnected.  We direct attention to the ar
ticle a particularly well worth readwng. W

e ple dto dearn that Dr. Saunders has been' devoting
considerable attention to this very interesting subject and
that the results of b hes are likely to be embodied in

anent form

Fhe question as tH the proper w and influence of the

emotional el ous experience is one not only

{ deep i I'hat the emo
tonal b, S eXpenence we
suppose that oo gne will care to deny, fof emotion is a
trudy. an-¢ human endowmer is reason.  Every

w fron hildhood to old are contmnally ex

I expressipg emotions. - Our contict with natire

ind our intercourse ithoour fellow men constantly inspire
uch experiences, and noone thinks of contending that in
all the sphere of social and intellectual life the ex

pression of emotion is not legitimate,  To certain things
the normal human nature will respond 1 emations of sur

prase, fear, “aversion, admiration, fove, : joy

SOTrOW,  anger

et and- it natural and oght that these emotions should
find expression.  The expression in pacticular cases may be

extrayagaut or it may be inadequate or ill-timed, or other

wise tmiperfect, but no one  will think of contending that

men and women, as well as children, mast not be expected
to have emotion ud to express them.  More than this it
is the expernience an vpression of egiotions that give zest

to hie gnd force tachdracter. The person who most strongly

aLLracts a ntluences s is not the hstless being who feels
httle and expresses ittle, but the person whose respons
o the fug [ human expetience is strong in feeling and in
exp fl

I thi t in reference to the plane of man ntact

| humanity, there surels can be no room

question as'to there beéng a legitiate place for the em

Jrefad thiat sphere of human experience where man
On

e other hand we el

expr here the profoundest experience of emotion
hd it strongest; noblest: expression I'he  acceptance
the barest essentials of the Christian faith gives ground for

de exercise of o mar’s emotional nature

ian believe in God, the Father, and in Jeso

n the need of human redemption, wna
crucified . Redeewer, in an enlightening and sanctifying
Holy Spirit, 1 ch of God on girth, in a resurrection
from the dead an everlasting, - gltow ne be ¢
in these and talk about an unemotional religion as a po

bility
sibility

I'here can of course be no qu

tion as to there being a Jegiti

mate place for the emotional elemenit W refigion. The ques

tion, s¢f far ax there toats legitimate

il
s cakhe

expressjon and its relative Value 1 religion; in

other spheres of human experience and conduct, emotion is

I

not indeed, but it must not be

verything, [t hasits pla

permitted to crowd out other things of equal importance

It must not usurp the throne either of faith or of reason It
is somietimes most valuable as prompting men to actipn
ut it \ wfely accepted as a substitute for ac
tion. As D ders has well shown, the weakness of that
development of Christian experience which found expre:

t movement and in . the early history of

our own chut - these Provinces was a fatlure to appre

" hend cle;

he legity

phere of the emotional. In

its higher expressions it was attainable only by

persons_ of hly diveloped —emotional nature, and

the - tenden t vike  these  destatic  experiences
enjoyed by some the testi of sparitaality led tothe Simula
tion of such emotions fi some and 1o & deep desponden
i ather It was a type ol tehigion experience that wa

grounded am a vivid apprehension of the relation of sin

PSR, Saeme sy

B e e

ful men to a just and holy God, and to the Divine mercy
expressed-in the atoning death of the Son of God. It em-
bodied much that was true and wholesome and beautiful, and
its effect upon the unbelieving was often strong and salutary.
But like all other types of human religious experience, it
lacked something of perfection; for it is true of such exper-
iences, as of men, that they have the defecws of their qualities

I'he tendency at the present day in religious experience
is not fo make too much of the emotional element, but to
make too Jittle of it. . Indeed, one might almost say thatin
soime quarters there is a tendency to make nothing of it

One finds so prominent a Christian man as President Hyde

of Bowdoin College, m an article in  the [ndepend
carnestly commending the example of a pastor who had

brought into his church seven young men who are described

as “mormal, healthy, vigorous, athletic feliows, fond of all
|
1

outdoor sports and all phases of youthful social life,”  Just

what ‘normal’ may mean in this connect

know. The other points of the
ably plain, but certainly imply nothing of spiritual exper
ience,. Dr. Hyde thinks it doubtful if any one of these
|

voung men had ever been in a prayer-meeting and certain

that none of them had ever “taken part a religion
meeting of any kind.  Nothing in the way of introspe

or emotional piety w expected or required of them I
dently had beer el wticularly to these you

t their religious experience. 1t was not th

necessary that they shouk \ et 1l peri

e epentiance toward God- and faith in_the Lord
Jesus Christ Fhere wis noquestion ol preme 1
God | or  a personal - surrender of  their |
SEerviee Fhe  minster I g8
these fellow ke simple \

ind o owl t f 1 thie I
parent hionvie d the ' comm ) s ked
them to take: sides for \gainst it or to lend
their strength and € n st

ks that the hoy
e United State
f pew of st
.of fe n
phrase, t |
fe wting
virkel b dan
YOUNE Men w i
nd expression at
ms and th
no rea uy
g from a spiitual
L.
A DANGEROQUS COMBINATION.
Flie comn wing that no falkehood is so much ta b
Ireaded H truth, 18 true I heory i
hikely to dedeeny many persons for  a groat
{ but if it in ites & specious blending of
truth and the deception may be widespread and dan
e It that cartous medley of truth  and
erro gel | } v ¢
trong a fHuence er  the i [ maky pe
( A, and rightl that it possesse tain element
of teat 1 fa wted \ ions of h n
P rity t 1 1 disense ! leap the nelus
1 it ]t t} waiting to apply t I
e on sen e that within y reach
So fa this tenching et ¢ he i e rel
tiom af vran soul to Cod the prety wet of life
st plut i ttifluence ni 1 1t exalt
¢ name of Christ tl 1 t teact

| ti
of the human sm f
inand d ¢ f.a
ullering Savio in
consistencies but e
votees

An instance of the lame logic hy which the claim f

Christian Science are ht to be supported is found in

the following statement one ol its prominent advocate

coptained mn a lecture delivered the other day
before a St John  audience A the vears have
come and gone said . the speaker, “you have so many

times said with Paul, ‘In God.we live and move and have
our being,” which i

God we have lif,

simply saying and only saying, in

uth and immortality.  Yet you have
gone away from every such declaration to the doctor, the
druggist or climate, for the life and health which vou de

clared that you had, and had only, m God.” That is to

say that all that ministers to h

and health, according to

this new doctrine, i1s to be sought directly in God and

through no secondary me God does nothing for us

through nature or thro

igh men.  No healing art is . worth

anvthing, and as for climate, the Pontine marshes are
healthful as the Riviera But why did the lecturer not
pursue his theory toits logical conclusion ? 1 we must not

e in time of

go to the physici need, why go to

the baker and the |

her and the clothier and the collier ?

September 23, 1903.

Wit cort of ccicree is this that in the presence of certai

bodily ills will bravely deny the existence of matter, assertn

the unity of the human soul with God and

ts independ-
ence of all things material, but in the presence of cold
needs of humanity

hunger and the ordinar collapses

helplessly ? To use the lecturer's own phrase— “Religinus

belief in God cannot be ascertained frenm an speech
What you do, not what you say, detamirgs the st of
of your real belief in God Let the disciples of Mr

Eddy practice what they preach in jepect te spel of
the non-reality of ‘matter and the entire independence of

the bumar

soul of the thirgs called |

and then they may with good ass

acceptance of what they preach

pond to a prick or a pinch, in o1 v frigid
cmperatus 1 ordinary : hey &
temperature i nary n g y get
hungry and eat, get thirsty drink, get weary ond
leep, get warm tlemselve 1 n short n
tinually for the most part just as people do who A 1
be reality f the mate 1 the 1 N t cet
unly ¢ ne ke the d the o nes whick thes
preact [ It uit ertang Weve hese
good peoy i £ OWD Prentise
there would nle
11e t } I el ¢
Y
J b il ' wl
\ { tiay e den Fest ! '
nd tl i { Wi o g i
; Ot RS
\ { ¢ ' t ( t }
Have ¢ t ) 1
{ Iectury {the t 1
" \
t ¢ o e 0on
e wd know
wnd nd g ' ¢ il
1 rd e 4 } ( 1 i

5 g of the Alaska Boundary ( t d the
lesirability of a speedy 1@ amicable st ne f ol
questions involved, the tioma hould
Comy 100 10 session fail 't greoe y a verdict yd

k—there a 1tive cach nat th
the matte h take t ! Ha
A 1 doubtie Canad st w 1
beer y the hirst l“ 1 rtunate 1 tt N
¥ g tha U w 1 wcept e t 1l { ed

Litte

It be remembe Vet \ he W

' king for connectic vith the 1” v G f
I't pol N howeve ¢ t d ! tl ¢ il : A

t the 1 byt an Church in ( d t

ion. Growing out of th wtion of the Assemt

w held a few days between the truste f Oy
nd a Comm n appointed by th A !

ler the future relat he Un t t
As an’ outcome of the conference o resolution was passed
Jeclaring that nle recognizes the de !

f contining the nnection betw Que { e
wnd the Preshyterian Church in Canada, and
the broad Christian and liberal spirit th Pl tut
tmpaired As a result of furthe fe ! v the
t tees and t nmi ers, the latter a d 1
point a imittee t 1wt with t truste i {
to secure an  addit lowment for the Unive
ifficient to yield f & X and to o
iend this and all rests of the Uy
gener 1id of the members of the Churel

From Halifax.

Ihe Rev. L. G. Donaldson, rector of Trinity chiurchys
time ago preached a sermon from the text, “If any man be
i Christ he 18 a4 new Creature, ety According to the
sus, Mr. Donaldson said, there are only about people in
Halifax who are not Christian F'o the quest a
Christian, he rej “A Christian 15 ane 510

Christ.

been “born again’ into God's family! “We may say,” con

‘A new creature.””  Christians are those who have

tinued Mr, Donaldson,” that the Chnistian has conscious!

done two things —he has taken Christ as his

sin.  He'trusts in his finished work for his full and free

forgiveness ;-——he has taken Christ as King

Of the Episcopal church, Mr. Donaldson says: “Me
church attendance and financil contributions give a man
vote at parish meetings and also makes 1 Ligible for th

offices of churchwarden and vestryman




