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VI : t .««it of ititrcr is this fl«,1 in the presence of ccrtai 
bodily ills will bravely deny the existence of matter, assertn 
the unity of the human soul with God and its independ
ence of all things material, but in the presence of cold 
hunger and the ordinary needs *of humanity collapses' 
helplessly ? To use the lecturer's own phrase—“Religious 
belief in God cannot be ascertained firm Liman sjrtih. 
What you do, not what \< u say, deWimiifs the status of 
of your real belief in God." I.et the disciples of Mrs. 
Eddy practice what they pn nth in ltspct to this gospel of 
the non-reality of matter and the entire indt pndt me of 
the human soul ol tir thii gs utile <1 j 1 vsital art! irattrml, 
and then they may with good assurance demand our ac- 
actrptanCe of what they preach Rut so long as they re
spond to a prit k or n pint*, і n in ply sit rrath or a frigid 
temperature just as ordinary mortals do, so It t-g as they get 
hungry and rat, get thirsty and drink, get weary J'nd 
sleep, get t old and warm tl>jrselves, and in short act von 
initially for the most part just as people do who 1 eltevc in 
tl>e reality of thé material and the physical, we must cer
tainly tltt hue to take then» and the doctrines which they- 
preach seriousl) It is quite tertoin ht wevrr that.if these 
good people should live logit ally up to their own pn mises 
there wendd soi n 1 «■ n< me of them left either to pi each or to 
practlcr.

I he l«t tine to which we l ate ajlyded iibnf ftunisLi- .t 
good example of the fast and loose wav in width wh.it is 
tailed Christian Name deals with tin New Testament ami 
and the historical Christ XI bile professing to !>e in hoi 
ntOllX WJlll tile l t'fistliin irlign n, It IgldOrCS its i t -os t • • sm 
tial features It has rnuvh to #;*\ of Ctd os tl 
support of the life of nun, and of Jtsus J. htisi as the 
healer of disease, but it ignores sin, it apparently ignores 
entirely the fat t and the redes riling Work <>f the sufletifi* 
Saviour. “Have you ever thvvghi It r a nunenl asked 
the, '‘lecturer of the tremendous import of the fact that Іеми, 
never preached but one ‘•erinoit in all his life and never n» 
p'ated th it One hardly know-, how to characterize 
such a statement, but it certainly indicate* anything but a 
candid and ingenuous spirit Hi dealing with tie records of 
our I ords life, Readers «rf the Gosjiol narratixes do not 
need tu be told that Jesus 1 nntinually preached the g«#»pel 
during the years vf Ins m m is try. mil that In preat hii^ . .f 

• tin- word was not an incidental thing, but tliat ralhrj Ins 
works of healing, important h< they were, were secondary 
tu his work of («caching the. good-tidings of the Kingdom,

ful men to a just and holy God, and to the Divine mercy 
expressed-in the atoning death of the Son of God. It em- 
bodied much that was true and wholesome and beautiful, and 
its efievt upon the unbelieving was often strong and salutary. 
But like all other types of human religious experience, it 
lacked something of perfection, for it is true of such exper- 
irnceg, as of men, that they have the defects of their qualities.

The tendrhev at the present day in religious experience 
is .not to make too much of the emotional element, but to 
make too little of it. Indeed, one might almost say that in 
some quarters there is a tendency to make nothing of it. 
One finds mi prominent a Christian man as President Hyde 
of Bowdoin College, in an article in the Imitpendmt, 
earnestly commending the example of a pastor who had 
brought into his church seven young men who are described 
as "normal, healthy, vigorous, athletic fellows, fond of ell 
outdoor sports and all phases of youthful social life 
what ‘normal* mav mean in this 'connection we do not

flDcescnocr anb Dtsttor
Published In the Interests of the Bsptlst denomin

ation of the Maritime Provinces by

The Maritime Baptist Publishing Ce., Ltd.

Terms : $1.50 per annum in advance.

8. McC. Black Editor

Address all communications and jpake aU pay. 

mente to the Messenger and Visitor.

For farther Information see page nine.

lust

The other points of the characterization are toler
ablv plain, but certainly imply nothing of spiritual exper- 

Dr. Hvdf ihiuks it doubtful if any one of these
young men had ever been in a prayer-meeting and terlain 
that none of the n had ever "taken part'* in a religious 
meeting of any kind. Nothing in the way of .introspective 
or emotional pietv was çxprçted dr required of them. Evi 
dently nothing had Імччі said particularly to these young 
men about their religious experience It was not thought 
necessary that they should ha\- liod any (* rsomtl e\|ieri- 
euce of repentance toward (itkl and faith in the lord 
li-sus Christ. There was no question of a supreme love t<> 
God or a personal surrender of their lives to his 

‘ The minister. we are told, “presented to 
iple fact of the church 

the lives of "their

Moled bv Pole mon à Oo.. 107 Oerasln Street, 8t John, N. B.

THE EMOTIONAL IN RELIGION.
< hi another page of this paper -Twill Ik* found ,111 article 

from the pep of I h .1. 11. Saunders, why* deals in an in
telligent and. interesting way with .1 phase of religious cx- 
(K i'rm v which lus found large expression in the history of 

own churches in tins « ountry as well as in that more 
general religious nmvemept with which our early history 
stands closely connected We direct attention to the ar- 
tu le as ohe that is’ particularly well worth reading. We 
are pleased tolv.mith.it Dr. Saunders has been devoting 
considerable attention to this very interesting subject and 
that the results of his studies are likely t<* lie embodied in 
(lermanerit form

The question as tii the proper scope and influence of the 
emotional element in religii 
of (|rc(* interest but of great importance, 
tiopal havsottip. legitimate place in religious experience we 

suppose that no çne will care to deny, for emotion is as 
trulv an essential human endowment as is reason. Every 
day fr« чи childhood to old age we are continually c.\|»eri- 
nicing and expressing emotions. Our contact with nature 
ami our intercourse with.our fellow men constantly inspire 
stick ex|xvreiiiTs, and no one thinks of contending that in 
.all the sphere of onr social and intellectual life the ex
pression of emotion is not legitimate. To certain things 
the normal human nature will respond in emotions of 
(«use, fear, aversion, admiration, love, joy, sorrow, anger 
etc., arid it is natural and right that these emotions should 
find expression. The expression in particular cases may be 
extravagant or it may be inadequate' or ill-timed, or other
wise' imperfect, but no one will think of contending that 
men and women, as well as children, must not be expected 
to have emotions and t«> express them More than this it 
is Hie experience and expression of CgpOtions that give /1st 
t<> life фні force toi Iraracter. The person who most strongly, 
attracts and influences us is not the listless being who feels 
little and expresses little, but the person whose response 
to the f.mts of human experiemxi is strong in feeling and in 
expression.

If this is true in reference to the plane <if man’s contact 
with nature ДЇНІ humanity, there surely can lie no room for 
question to there being a legitimate place for the emo- 
poiial m that sphere ‘of! human experience where man 
draws near t*> God. Oil the oiher hand we must smrelv 
expert to fun! here tlu- ptofoundvst ëxpçriencc of emotion 
afcd it* strongest. noblest expression. The acceptance of 
the barest essentials of th«t Christian faith gives ground for 
the profoimdest exercise of a man’s emotional nature. 
How ran a man believe in God, the .bather, and in Jesus 
Christ. H14 Son", rn the need of human redemption, in a 
crucified- Redeemer, in an enlightening <md sanctifying 
Holy Spirit, in a church of God on tÿirth, in a resurrection 
from the dead and a life everlasting, *how can one believe 
in these and talk about an unemotional religion as a pos
sibility ?

these voting fellows the 
and what it stands for in 
parents, their homes ami the 1 immunity, and asked 
them to take sides for or against it : either to lend to r( 
their strength and influence, then time ami work in It
ways as might be natural ami helpful 01 to stand outside; 
in selfish isolation 
for the Congregntioiialist churches of the United States is 
in persuading young men to c< 
conditions. To oppose the admission of persons of sveh 
character ami on Such profession- -or lark of profession 
into tin « hurt* would lie,in Dr. Hyde's phrase, to set up 
phnrisme tests of church membership.

Certainly, if * I’o sideiit. Hyde's plan for recruiting the 
intrersl.iip is followed there could l>r little dan 

ger of too mth li emotional religion. His young men would 
no doubt have cmotioHs which would find expression at 
football ami base kill matches, in ball rooms ami theatres

Ami Dr. Hyde thinks that the hopeexperience is one not only 
That the emo- into them « 11 nuh

Editorial Notes.
Speaking of the Alaska Boundary Commission and the 

dr .11.ibililx -f .1 -.peed) Ф лінії ‘її- -її h nient "! the 
questions involved, the t«ид*rfgutionaltst says "Should the 
Commission in session fail to agree on a verdict,"'and dead 
lock---there are three representatives of each nation then 
the matter should 1h* promptly taken to the Hague Tri- • 
burial.*' This is a proposition which, in the event supposed, 
would doubtless lie acceptable to Canada, as it would have 
been in the first place. Unfortunately there is little reason 
to suppose that it would lie acceptable to the United 
States

and political meetings, but there «-eerm no reason to sup
pose that ihev would Twive emotions arising from a spiritual 
exjierienve to express.

A DANGEROUS COMBINATION.
The common saying that no fabehotul is so mlivh t * » b< 

'dreaded as a half truth, is true If a theory is wholly false, 
it is not likely to <Hnve many persons for any great 
length of time, hut if it iiu oiporntes n specious blending of 
truth ami error, tlie deception may be widespread and dan 
gerous. It is thus that that curious medley of truth and 
error, sirangel\ called Christian S ienev, has come to have 
so strong an influeme over the minds of maflv persons. 
Convinced,mid rightlv so, that it jwissc-ses certain elements 
of truth, and fa -mated by its assumptions of human 
superiority lo .in ami disease, they leap to the conclusion 
that it is all true, without waiting to apply to it the logic
al and common sense tests that are within easy reach.

far as this tehching emphasise# the immediate rela
tion of the human soul to God. as the supreme fart of life, 
it is true ami helpful in its influence, and so far as it exalts 
the name of Jesus Christ as the world's great teacher and 
healer, it is also true and helpful Rut when it proceeds to 
deny the reality of matter, and accordingly, any true relation 
of the human soul to matter, when it denies the reality of 
sin ami disease and therefore the need and the fact of.a 
suffering Saviour, it not only involves itself in hopeless in
consistencies but becomes a delusion and $t snare to- its dr-

An instance of the lame logic-by which the claims of 
Christian Science are sought to l>e supported is found in 
the following statement of one of its prominent advocates, 
contained in a lecture delivered the other day 
before a St. John audience: “As the years have 
come and gone," said.the speaker, "you have so many 
times said with Raul, ‘In God,we live and move arid luive 
our being,'. which is simply saxyng and only saying, in 
God we have life, health and immortality. Yet you have 
gone away from every such declaration to the doctor, the 
druggist or climate, for the life and health which you de
clared that you had, and had only", in God." That is to 
say that all that ministers to life and health, acceding to 
this new doctrine, is to "he sought directly in God and 
through no secondary means. God does nothing for us 
through nature or through men. No healing art is worth 
aitvthing, and as for climate, the Pontine marshes arc 
as healthful.ач the Riviera. Rut why did the lecturer not 
pursue his theory to its logical conclusion ? If we must not 
go to the physician or to nature in time of need, why go to 
the baker and the butcher and the clothier and the collier?

It will lx- remembered that a year or>0 ago there was 
a movement on the part of Queen's-University, <>f Kingston, 
< hit..looking for connection with the Provincial Government.

I his policy was however negatived by the General As 
scmbly of the Presbyterian Church iti Canada at its recent 

Growing out of this action of the Assembly,® con
ference was held a few days between the trustees -if Queen's 
and a Commission appointed by the Assembly, to con- 
sidrr'the future relations of the University to 16
As an outcome of the conference a resolution was passed 
declaring that “this conference recognizes the desirability 
of continuing the connection between Queen's University 
and the Presbyterian Church in Canada, andRof preserving 
the broad Christian and liberal spirit of the institution un
impaired" As a result «if further conference between the. 
the trustees and the commissioners, the latter agreed'-to np 
point a committee to act with the trustees in an endeavor 
to secure an additional endowment for the University 
sufficient to yield an annual sum of ®20,doo, and to com
mend this and all other interests of the University to the 
generous aid of the mem tiers of the Church.

There can of course he no question as to there being a legiti
mate plat e for the emotipjiial element wi re'igmn. The.ques
tion,(цх as there is a question, is rather as to its legitimate 

"expressjon and its re fa live Value. Tor in religion," as in 
other spheres of human ек|хті<місе ami conduct, emotion is 
not everything. It has its plan indeed, but й must not lie 
permitted to crowd out other things of equal importance. 
It must nol usurp the throne either of faith or of reason. It 
is sometimes most valuable as prompting men to action, 
but it can tie
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From Halifax.
The Rev. !.. G. Donaldson, rector of "Trinity churches 

time ago preached a sermon from the text, "If any man be 
in Christ he is a new creature, etc." According to the cen
sus, Mr. Donaldson said, there are only about 133 people in 
Halifax who are not Christians. To" the question, who is a 
Christian, he replies : "A Christian is qne who is in 
Christ."—“A new' creature." Christians are those who have 
been "born again" into God’s family: “We may say." con
tinued Mr. Donaldson," tliat the Christian has consciously 
done two things —he lias taken Christ as his Saviour from 
sin. He trusts in his finished work for his full anil free 
forgi\*cness ;—he has taken Christ as his King.1

Of the Episcopal church, Mr. Donaldson says “Mere 
church attendance and finaneil contributions give aman a 
vote at liarisli meetings and also makes him eligible for the 
offices of churchwarden and vestryman. It is true,,he must

lie safely accepted as a substitute for nc- 
\s Dr Saunders has well shown,the weakness of that 

;development of Christian experience which found expres
sion m the New light movement and in - the early history <»f 
our mvn churches in-these Provinces was a failure to appre-x
bend clearly the legitimate..Sphere of the emotional. In 
its highei or ext remet expressions it was attainable only by 
jiersoiis of a highly «K-vetoped vqiotional nature, and 
the tenderи \ tu make these ecstatic experiences 
enjoyed by some tlii- tests of spirituality, led to the simula 
tioil of such emotion-; m

I

and I" A deep despondency 
in other-- It Was a lyjieof religious ex|»eiieiue that was 
grounded in a vivid apprehension of the relation of sin

,
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