1. (482)
The Lesson of Gladness.

Cladness is Cod's Ideal for his ehildren. The Christian
Is exhorted 1o rejolce always, Tiis doss not mean thet
bois life bs amempt (rom trouble, The gospe! does ot
give us o new set of conditions, with pein and sorrow
eliminated. Christlan gladness is something that over-
COMIes MHFOW,

There are many things which are meant to minister
gladness, This is & beautiful world in which we live,
We do not think enough ahout what God haes done for
our pleasure in the adorning of our earthly home, Many
Tiave said that, when Jesus speaks of the many mansions
in the Pather's house, he does not refer (o heaven only,
but means that this world is one of the mansions, while
heaven is another, Burely it is beautiful enough for an
apartment of the Vather's house, No doubt heaven will
be more lovely, for sin has left its trail on everything of
earth, Vet there is loveliness enough in this werld to
11 our hearts with rapture

Another thing that ministers to human gladness is the
goodness of God in providenee, The world is not only
besutiful, it is our Puther's world, Jesus seys that our
Vather feeds even thie birds, and clothes even the flowers;
and he sssures us that bis care for his ehildren s mueh
more tender and sure, 11 could not helieve,” says
one, ' that there is a thinking wind st the center -of
things, Jife would be to me intoleralde,”  But there is pot
only 8 thinkingk mind - there s also a Vather's heart st the
center of things, On every leaf is written 8 covenant of

divine love,  On every flower and tuft of moss In found
# pladige of divine thought and faithfulness,

" We nre not left of God
B0 long ns n rose Hlossoms ut our window-pane |
Bo long as the sun shines, and the soft rain
Calls forth the early violets from the sod,
I but & wild brier by our pathway nod,
After its wintry death wakened ngain,
Beving its life we way forget our psin
Of unhelief, Who bripgs forth life but Geod ?
He stains with tender tint the Hiy's lip;
Feeds with incessant care the insect crew |
Drops honey for the wandering bee to sip,
In a white chalice set with pearls of dew,
The glow-worm hath ite lamp ; the firefly’s light
Is but & pledge of love writ on the night,"

It would minister greatly to our gladness if we had a
firmer faith in the goodness of the providence that rules
in life's affairs. 1t is saidthat one of the great diamond
fields of Bouth Africa was ‘discovered in this interesting
way : Oune day a traveler entered the valley and pllIlQ§
he‘,ote # settler's door, where'n boy was ing hi
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and noble Christlan 1ife feared that he might fall 0
honor Christ in suffering. Many Christians Tall at this
nt, When trials come, the brightuess grows dim,
i thiat it 1s as sinful o lose our Joy and pesce
" lose our honesty and truthfulness,

mere ristiam ~
°'&$m 'I:‘:ay of may have in lﬁo‘mc, it s
w%h temperament, l.t :m ot :Iom'

:! were born with 8 s {onbr

y d and .
cannot be glad, 1t Is the mission of Chi fuith to
chan, ure, ''The fruit of the '“A.l‘h A
Ch n gladness is not natural exbilaration—it s
converted sadness,

How can we learn to be always glad-hearted? Atmo-
sphere is important, 1f we live in & malarial region, we
need not be surprised If we have malaria, If we move to
a place where thelr is pure, sweet, wholesome alr, we
may to be well and strong, There are spiritusl
ati , 100, some whol e, some unwho! y
fncuses ol promeie idaess, ™ Ttk tlwer loghy
nfluences ness. ' always y
here?"' asked a passenger of the eapiain off the Lu‘k)g“al
Newfoundland, "' How should I know, madam? 1do
not live here,' was the reply, Too many Christisus live
in tlulmo‘ fear and unbelief, snd then wonder why
they do not have the joy of the Lord,

far more than we know Is gladness & lesson to be
learned, It does not come nztuu!ly to many of us, at
Jenst, although there is » great difference in temperament,
and some learn the lesson much more easlly than others
do, To none is it natursl to rejoice in sorrow,~—this is
Mlubu chh‘ all dmww ’E’”’,ﬁ'ﬂ ‘;a.n we
merely, by resolving to , g0 through all the days
thonolm’wilh a song in our heart snd sunshing in owr

fnce. 'ﬂumnuuutumm only through yesrs of
p:ﬂul well-discipline, just as all II!-’! lu-o:o must he
astavid, -

It will help ua in this experience i we keep ever before
na uLM thet we are nln{n o be glad, that fsllure
here is sln, ud,ybvn God, It will help us, slso, If we
keep our heart full of the grest thoughts which are mesnt
o nstn gladness, Longlellow gave a {:\ll' friend
this advies | ' Bee some good xwr--» nature,
possible, or on ennvas, hear & page of the best misle, or
rudn.rm"xomm day. m, ot the end of the
enr, your mind will oghu with such an aceumulstion of
ewels as will astonish even yoursel(.”" To this may be
added : Take into your heart every day some cheering
word of God, Listen to some heavenly m’ of or
Jov, laet your eye dwell on some beautiful - vision of
divine love, Thus your very soul will become a fountain
of II’M, and gladness will become more and more the
dominant mood of your life,

We cannot too strongly emphasize the truth that glad-
pess is & Christian duty, Wg are here to lighten the
world by our life, This we can never do by golug abont

with sad face and heavy heart, If our religion cannot
make us rejoicing Christians, whatever our temperament,

by throwing little stones, Oue of the stones fell at the
feet of the visitor, and he picked it up and was about to
return it to the boy, when he saw a flash of light from it
which srrested his attention and made his heart beat with
eager surprise, The stone was & diamond, The boy
had no thought of its value, To him it was only & play-
thing. To the passer-by it was only a common pebb{e
which he spurned with his foot, But to the eye of the
man of science & gem of surpassing value was enfolded
in the rough covering. Then all the pebbles scattered
about were also diamonds,

Many of the events of providence appear to ordinary
eyes uninteresting, unmeaning, often even unkindly.
Vet in each event there is wrapped up a divine treasure
of good and blessing for the child of God. We need only
;{u of faith to find in every painful experience & helper

our gladness. Precious gems of rarest blessing are
enclosed in the rongh crusts of hardvhip, care, loss, and
trial, which we are continually coming upon in life's
ways, 2

nother helper of gladness is a happy home,  Many of
us would never be able, day after day, 1o face life with
its struggles, its duties, ils antagonisme, were it not for
the renewal of strength which we gef in our home, A
true home is a little fragment of heaven let down on
earth Lo inspire us with patience and strength for the

way,

A good life also ministers to gladness, One who
ncil:cu and disobeys God's commandments is makiog
unl iness for himself. Sin's pleasures yield briers

and thorns. The later years of life are fields in which
the sowings of earlier yeurs come to ripeness. Nothin
ministers more surely to happiness than a wéll-watch
pest. Good deeds, gentle ministries, unselfish - kind-
nesses, yield memories of joy.

There is & Persiun story of & vizier who dedicated one
spartment in his palace to bea chamber of

In it be kept the memorials of his earlier days, before
royal favor had lifted him from his lowly place to honor,
It was & little room, with bare floor, and here be kept
his erook, his wallét, bin coarse dress, and his waler.
cruse,~the things which had belonged to his shepherd
Nfe. Every day he went for an hour from the

of his palace into this bumble spartment, to lve

for & time sinid the me ies of his happy youth, Ver
swoet were his recolle w, and by this daily visit hd
heart was i?}r\ warin and tender amid all the pomp and

show, snd all the trisl and sorrow, of M public Hfe

It would be & wonderful promoter of gladness if every
one, in the midst of lile's responsibilities and cares, its
temptations and struggies, would keep such & chamber
of memory filled with 1he momentoes of his youth's
bappy days. Most of us grow old too soon, We

our ehlldioud Joys, sud we take upon us o early
burdens of maturity, We should keep one room in our

hieart as & treasure-chamber for the sweet joys thet we
have left bebind. Memory has o marvelous power to
make gladness for us. v

These are some of the ways in which gladuess is
moted, The word. ‘‘ glad '’ comes from a root which
means to be bright, to shine. Much is said in the Bible
about the duty of Christians to be lights in the world,

We are lamps which God lights that we may shine.
- We are putknhrr‘lg warned ‘so.::“ having our t
dimmed or obscured. Nothing this more ly
than 1 ‘A Christian should be a lamp
always ho had lived an

or what our cir may be, we are not gettiog
the best from it. We can serve the world in no

way 80 well as by being glad Christians, Then the light
will shine through us wherever we go, and others w
witness the victorzioulneu of our life will went to know
of the S;vicmr who can help us to such trivmphant faith.
~8, 8, Times, .
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Higher.
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Webster's famous remark to a young lawyer, who com-
plained that the legal-profession was over-crowded,
*“ there is plenty of room at the top,” will apply to the
Christian church, While there are quite h mini
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fuith, if you witl but understand that fafth s vastly more
than an Intellectual process or a mental assent to divine
truth, It ls vestly more theu s devout smotion, and «
ww is it from fotish that
are now em purposes of

detusion, A genuine Christian is just the
union of the soul with the Ommipotent Bos of God, ' 1
am the vine | ye are the brenches ; ablde fu me,” That
iu the way in which Christ puts it, snd falth makes that
very union, The closer your connection with Jesus ls,
the grester will be the amount of grace that flows into
your soul and out into your daily life, I have seen »
current of electricity sent through s buge borséshor
magnet that enabled it to 1ift four thousand pounds ; the
moment thet the eurrent was drawn off the weights
dropped to the floor. The more abundant your feith, the
fuller and more potent will be the inflow of Jesus Christ,
""Not 1,” excleimed the old glant of spostolic days—
““not 1, but Christ liveth in me ; and the life thet I now
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Bon of God.” That
sentence of Paul Is about the best description of the sort
of higher life that Meyer and Murray and Moody are now
advocating, Stripped of il the langnage of myaticiom

that is about the core of the matter,

With inerease of faith will come grest incresse of
spiritual vigor, When a person’s system: is in & low, im-
erished coundition, he s lisble to esteh any fevers
which are prevailing, 1t s » lnbunzlmnl fo that
breeds self-seeking and covetonsness and worldliness,and
slso exposes one (0 the ague-fits of unbelief, As weak
ritusl breeds sinful
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y
impurted that assault of
Satan In Mista’s courtynrd mcl bave b:g’l end of
poor Peter, After he was endued with the wore t
vigor of Christ's p rit, he withstood fifty-fold

thout fi uhflg. It is very encour-
f troon wi

sccording to the might
of Jesus Christ? The more vigor you rly for, the more
you will recelve. Rouse up fo useful sctivities, Quit

your 8 for some
work, Active exercise does for the soul just what it does
for the bod

Vouny{hnyoumnothnppy; and I do not wonder.
None of us are as happy as we might be, Many profes-
sed Christians carry such repulsive countensances and
irritable , and shed around them such’s chill,
that if they 1d ever try to win an unconverted person
that person might well fetort: *No, [ thagk’ you; if
your reli carries such a face as yours, [ don’t want
right." Tasus. romised toem that If they comtisued. to
right. Jesus that | conl to
abide in bis lowe, i Joy would reumain in e wud their
jo{ would be full, nts of rap are only. i
ally reached in the best lives ; but a healthy person en-
joys s rir pear or & Californis orange. A loyal husband
tn?oyl the welcoming kiss of s loving wile at bis thres-
bold’; and there must be something wrong in if you
g;olus to be working for him, find no dl“' t in it

ow can you possess Christ and a clean conscience, and

not be happy over it?
Joy is love looking at its treasures, The richer you
b in having Christ with you here, and in the

Christians (who will probably have only s minimum
heaven), there are some who are becoming sick of them-
selves and of their low attsinments. To be barely alive
does not satisfy them. * Friend, go up higher!” He
who imparted to you such spiritual life as you have offers
to you ‘' life more abundantly.’”” Jeaus Christ is the in-
exhaustible source of strength and joy, and it depends
upon yourself how much of these you shall possess,
Growth is not & momentary, magical gift ; it is a process,
and you must do the growing. Paul was no perfectionist
when he exclaimed, ' but one thing 1do; I press on
toward the goal unto the prize of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus.'' There was something ligher yet before
him,

Just what are the essentials of thet more sbundant life
that you should strive after? The first ome thet | may
pame is, more faith, * Lord, increase our faith,’ was
the prayer of men who felt that they were but ehildren,
and not full grown ; they saw only through & gless dimly
and often  sumbled on the rosd, A foebie faith wmay
move mole-hills ; it takes & stalwart faith L0 move moun
taing, It is the feebleness of the grip on the Almighty
Baviour snd Lord that makes it 80 dificult 1o stand »
heavy straln, or onrry o heavy load, or exert powerful
iufluence over other hearts and lves. This ls the seoret
of & vast deal of the uwnfaithiul presching in the pulpht,
and unfaithful teaching in Sunday Bchools, and of failure
generaily to scoomplish much good in the world.  Look
over the official reports of a great number of churches
and you will see that they barely hold their own | many
~4n the mercantile phrase—bave ceased to ' pay any
dividend.” ** According to your faith be it unto you ;"
that is Christ's measurement of spiritual power. If »
minister does not know whom he believes, and does not
know that the book he holds in bis hand is God's own
* fire and hammer,"’ he will not be likely to melt, orto
break many hard, stubborn hearts. Doubt means
debility : unbelief means death, What is true of minis-
ters is equally true of all Christians,

You will realize the vital necessity of an increase o

expectation of with him forever, the more invest-
ments you make in belping other people, spd dryi

tears, and saving souls, the fuller will be your jewel-
casket. If yousay to me: “ I have not enjoyed my
religion much lately, then I may m?au to you that
you had not much nil“ion to enjoy. Turna new leal ;
make & new start, h the honest question ; ' Lord,
what wilt thou haveme todo?"” and then do it. His
swile will :ive ;ou sunshine, and put & new into
our mouth, Put more conscience into your‘;nm

‘eakness means wickedngss. Dom’t worry over *

times '’ or outside troubles; if you have of con-
scie nee you can stand M'£ weather chuxl:ﬂy. There

are always some chilly days in March and April, but
summer will come along muu-.hmm joys of
harvest, Jesus offers you ' life more abundantly ''; grasp
the offer and, thﬂi’ﬂu h:ﬂlnddlrk low grounds,
let bim lead you up higher ! ected,
E
Vote Prohibition.

“The Plebiscite ! Pool | That talk is all bosh,
Probibition cannot hold sway |

Rosides, It trampies wpon our fights,”
:onh'n"-.m-y,

" They inherit common sense
mmnuw-u.;

But | don't cave ; folks can do as they please
1 shall lot the whole thing slide,

{
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