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THE LAST BUCCANEER.

Oh, Bngland is a pleasant place for them that’s
rich and high,

Bat England ‘is a cruel place for such poor
folksas I;

And such a port for mariners I ne’er shall see

again
As the ple'anntest isle of Aves, beside the
Spanish main, ;

There were forty craft in Aves that were both
swift and stout,

All furnished well with small arms and can-
nons round about ;

And a thousand men in Aves made laws so
fair and free

To choose their valiant captains and ebey them
loyally.

Thenoe we sailed against the Spaniard, with
his hoards of plate and gold, A
Which he wrung with cruel tortures from In-

dian folk of old
Likewise the merchant captains, with hearts as
" hard as stone,
Who flog men and keel-haul them,-and starve
them to the bone.

Oh, the palms grow high in Aves, and fruits
that shone like gold ;

And the colibris and parrots, they were gorge-
ous to behold ;

Apd the negro maids to Aves from bondage
fast did flee,

To welcome gallant sailors a-sweeping in from
808,

Oh, sweet it was in Aves to hear the landward
breeze,
A swing with good tobacco in a net between the

troes,

With a negro lass to fan you, while you listen-
ed to the roar

Of the breakers on the reef outside, that never
tcuched the shore.

Bat scripture saith an ending to all fine tbiﬁgu

must be ;

Bo the king’s ships sailed on Aves, and quite
put down were we.

All day we fought like bull-dogs, but they
burst the booms at night ;

And I fled in & piragus, sore wounded, from
the fight,

Nine days I floated starving, and & negro lass
beside,

Till, for all I tried to cheer, the poor young
thing she died ;

But a8 I lsy a-gasping, a Bristol sail came by

And brough]t: me home to England here, to beg
until I die.

And now I'm old and going—I'm sure I can’t
tell where ;

One cemfort is, this world’s so hard I can’t be
worse off there 3

IfI might but be a sea-dove, I'd fly across the

main
To the pleasant isle of Aves, to view it once

again,
CHaRrLEs KINGSLEY.

THE FORG_]_Q_’]_) LETTER.
A l{ysterious_Pisappearance.

BY AN ENGLISH EX-DETECTIVE,

Arthur Armutrong— was a commercial trav.
eller, representing a large firm of jewellers
in London, and had for some years stood

high in the estimation of his employers, He '

was engsged to a young Scotch lady named
Hammond, to whom he was ardently at-
tached, and the day fixed for the wedding
was not far distant.

Arthur . Armstrong left Glasgow by the
mail train for London on Saturday morning,

the 27th of November, and had not been
heard of since that date. He had with him
valuable property in the way of samples,
besides a considerable sum of money belong-
Ing to the firm. A week had elspsed before
this matter was placed in my hands., I
called upon Armstrong’s employers, but
could extract little additional information
from them. Up to the time of his disap-
pearance they had placed implicit confldence
in him and he had been so successful in his
capacity of traveller that 1t was very prob.
able he would shortly have had a small
share in the business. He was a pushing,
steady, young fellow, and had a fair pros-
pect of making bis way in the world,

‘Have you any reason, Mr, Blanke, to
suppose that Armstrong was in monetary
difficulties?’ I asked.

‘None whatever,” he replied, ‘Indeed,
that is what makes his disappearance more
Inexplicable, for although the mpney and
valuables which he had with him when he
left Glasgow were worth a considerable sum
of money we find that he has managed to
8ave a sum, which lies at his bankers, that
would amply cover the amount of the
goods and money he had with him,’

I resolved to leave London that night; and
on arriving in Glasgow put up at the Cob-
den Hotel, After having breakfasted, I
proceeded to Sanchiehall atreet, where Miss

smmond lived, saw her, and was at omce
convinced that Armstrong had not given her

the &lip; for it has never been my lot to meet
r:‘dt‘; » more amiable and more lovely: young

" IIn talking mattors over with her mother
. learced that hep daughter had recclved va-
Tious offors of Mmarriage, some of & very ad-
Vlfntogeons kind, but all of which she had
;e used in favor of Armstrong. I also
earned that the ycung lady had a small
fortuae in her own right,

While I was conversing with Mrs, Ham-
;ngnd. & Visitor was aonounced, whom the
ady Introduc:d to me as Dr, Allan, a gen-
(t]lemnnly-looking man of about forty~ in-
b“d, a aingular]y handeome-looklng man,
ut, nevertheless, with a somewhat harsh
ex‘;ireaemn; oflcountenanoe.

am ufterly at a loss to account f .
strotnlg ;bacondlng,' eaid the doctor. e
8 by no m
sceﬁied,}i})repﬁ:g? certala that he has ab.
OW, then, can you accoun i -
les‘l desertion of Mis:;s Hnmmo:df?erhtl:eﬁiaerg.

I am not prepareq at the present moment
to answer that question, but I felt confident
that whatever the cauge of his disappearance

eeking; 2

I sald, turning to Migs Ea::x%o:gd ;{loﬁ h!::;l

:eenteged tl:l;e room, ‘you Emy rest perfectly
ssured, ave you & pho

Ar%ltrong!’ y Photograph of Mr,

‘Yes,” was the young lady’s re ¢
have one which wuy l:.kgn veryy reoe[xjxla'y.’ 5

She procured it for me, and I prom iged
to take every care of it.

then returned to my hotel to ponder
over all I had heard, and endeavor to devise
Some means to elucidate the mystery. Per-
haps it would be best to return to London,
and set enquiries on foot there, 1t struck
me that by questioning the guard who was
In charge of ihe train by which Armstrong

:i;:lled I might be able to obtain some

My reﬂeotiol_:L were suddenly disturbed
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by the entrance of a waiter, who handed

me & note, I was surprised to find it was
from Miss Hammond, written evidently in
a hurripd manner, and requesting me to call
upon her at the earliest possible moment.
I lost no time in reaching Sanchiehall Street,
and found Miss Hsmmond in a terribly agi-
tated state—the canse of which I found to

be a letter from Armstrong himself which .

llows:

e LoxDox, December 6th,

My Dear Helen:—1I fear what you will
term my dissppearance must have caused
you pain; but, belleve me, what I have done
is for the best. Before yon receive this I
shall be ‘on my way to a distant eountry,
from which I shall never return. In a
short time, I trust, you will forget one who
is totally anworthy of your love, ;

Youre very truly, ARTHUR ARMSTRONG,

This heartless letter almost rendered me
speechlees, and for a moment I was utterly
unable to offer a word of consolation. How-
ever, procuring another of Armetrong’s
letters, I placed the two In the hands of an
expert, who in less than a quarter of an
hour pronounced the letter . which - had
caused Miss Hammond so much trouble a
forgery.

I had little difficulty in gainlng the follow-
ing particalars from the railway ‘guard who
had charge ot the traln on the 27th of Nov-
ember, He recollected perfeotly well seeing
Mr. Armstrong, and he was certain that
gentleman arrived '‘safein London, He
could remember seelng him in the carriage
at the last sfoppage prior to the train reach-
ing St. Pancras. That was the last he had
seen of him up to that time, :

Immediately on my arrival at St. Pancras
I asked to see the station-master, and ac-

quainting him with as many particulars of
the case as I deemed neceasary, I expressed
a wish to examine the porf®rs who were in
attendance on the arrival of the traln from
Scotland on the 27th of November, With
this request he readily complied. i

The first four to. whom I showed Arm.
strong’s photograph had no recollection of
sesing the gentleman in question; but on
the fifth being shown the likeness, he at
once said that he remembered the gentleman
perfectly well. The night was intensely
foggy, and he had taken the gentleman’s
traps to a four-wheeler, and was about to put
them on the cab, when Mr, Armestrong was
accosted by two men—one of whom held
a paper in his hand. =They took him aside.
He could not hear what was sald, but he
could see the young man was much agitated.
After a minute or two he became calmer,
another cab was called, the luggage was put
on the top, and the three persons went off
together.

I could extract nothing farther from the
porter, and, at an Interview I had with the
cabman who was first called, Ifound the
particulars I had gleaned verified, with the
additional Information that the persons who
beld the paper had asked the yonog man
if his name was Armatrong, and, on re-
plying in the affirmative, was taken aside
for a few minutes, - The: cabman-was sbout
to ‘cut up rough’ on account of losing his
fare, when the other party “handed him a
crown—which, however, proved to be a
‘flash’ one.

This was all the Information I could glean
from these men but it was most important.
Armstrong had ky some plausible tale evid-
ently been decoyed away by two ruffians,
and it muest have been a carefully-planned
plot—commercial travellers being, as a rule,
wide-awake fellows, and net easily led
away, The circumstance of the ‘lash’ half-
crown convinced me that the two men were
thorough rogues, playing.a deep game.

I laid the particulars which I had gleaned
before my chief, who placed every poseible
means at my disposal for following up the
clew I had obtained. I travelled in various
disguises, with plenty of luggage, from
London to Glasgow, in the hope that the
ruffisns, beiog successful with Armstrong,
might agaln try the same game; but nothing
came of it.

* Four months had passed away, and I was
again returning to London, having galned
no further particulars, The traln stopping
at a statlon for a few minutes, I proczeded
to the refreshment bar, and had just ordered
o glass of bitters when I observed the bar-
maid return a half crown to a oustomer,
with the announcement that it was a bad
one. The man, of course, expressed his
surprige, stated that he had received it at
the booking-office in Glasgow, and tendered
acother s its stead. I made up my mind
to watchighis man, and saw him enter a
third-clask @arrisge. I entered the compart-
ment in which thiz suspicious individusal
travelled, there being no further stoppage
before reaching London. It may be men-
tloned that I was on this occasion carefully
got up as a countryman,

I had not been msny minutes seated
when I was asked to take a hand at cards,
to which I at once consented.

We played ‘nap,’ and I soon discovered
that I was playlog with a thorough blackleg.
Apparently taking no notice, however, 1
played on, and while he won about three
pounds from me, I had obtained about &
pound of his money, whioh was all spurious,

I pretended to lose with a good grace, and
laughingly saild I had plenty of money—a
remark which induced him to become very
confidential,

After plying me with fnpumerable ques-
tions as to what I was going to London for—
what my business was—had I any friends in
Loudon—where was I going to put up npon
my arival, etc., I led him to believe that it
was my first vislt to the metropolis, that I had
no particular business, ‘and was simply
going to the great city for the purpose of
eeeing a little life and spending my money.

The bait took, and on our arrival in. Lon-
don he generously treated me to a sumptuous
supper, being careful to pay, lest I might
attempt to pass some of the spurlous coin
which he had given me,
® Feeling sure of my man, I refused. his in.
vitation to sleep at his mother's house at
Finchley, and on expressing my determina-
tion to stay at a coffee-house in Catherine
Street, Strand, he reluctantly left me, prom-
ising to call on me early the following morn-
ing. Resolving toeleep at the coffee-house,
80 as fo allay all suspicions, I engaged a bed,
and afterwards made arrangements for three
Plain-clothes men to be In attendance npon
me early the next morning—1, e,, to watch
outside the coffee-honse, and ' follow me
throughout the course of the day.

As I had antioipated, early the' next
morslng my ‘pal’ of the previous evening
called at the  coffse.house where he gen-
erously paid my bill, fearing, as I knew
perfectly well, that I should part with s.me
of the base coins. To prevent this, he asked
and obtained from me change of a sovereign.

. Leaving the ocffce-hcuse, I found my as-
sistants ltuﬁtloned outside, and allowed my

‘pal’ to do with me what he liked. Not fo
wenry the readers with detalls I may simply
atate that we went to several places durin
the course of the day, drank together, dine
together, and, when, night approached, ,I
accepted his offer to sleep at his mother’s
house at Finchley.

After remalning for half an hour at a pub-
lic-house in Tottenham-Court road, we left.
There was a four-wheeler at the deor, into
which my ‘pal’ jumped, followed by myself,
knowing full well that my assistants would
follow, 3

We pulled up at a public house in !‘incli-'
ley, where my ‘pal’ discharged the
cab. We bhad something to drink
and while ‘there I observed my  assist-
ants in another compartment. So far every-,
thing had b as' I wished. - We then
proceeded “toward ‘his mother’s’ house,
which I found to be in a 'ver{ retired part.
No sooner had I discovered the situstion of
the house than, quick ss thought, I slipped
the handcuffs upon his wrists. For a mo-
ment or two he seemsd utterly bewildered;
then he gave a peculiar whistle, and, man-
acled as he was fought with the fury of an
enraged tiger,

I had signalled for my attendants, whom
I expected every moment, Then I heard
footateps rapidly approaching from the dir-
ection in which the house, was situated.
Inafew moments more I found myself con.
fronted by two men, with nothing to defend
mygelf but & stout stick. I defended my-
sell as well as I could, but received a blow
which sent me reeling to the ground, where
I was brutally kicked by the fellowI had
handcuffed. Luckily, my assistants now
appeared on the ecene, and the ruffians wers
secured, I then decided to convey our pris-
oners {0 the honse and dispatch & messenger-
for more men, The door was locked, and it
was only by forcing one of the windews
that we gained an entrance. Not a liviog
sonl was to be seen in the first hurried sur-
vey of the premises. After the prisonery
were in safe custody, I decided to remain
with one of my assistants. Early in the
morning we began a thorough search of the
house—which wae a very old one, but had
been built in a most substantial manner—
and it was some hours before we discovered
a carefully-concealed entrance to a chamber
at the énd of the hall, which led down some
steps to a cellar, Here we found all the ma-
terial used by coiners, and-a quantity of
base coin all ready for the ‘market.’  This
discovery I had fully expected but I had
some indefinite idea that I should find:some-
thing relating to Armstrong, from the faot
of the coln which I had received from she
cabman tallying.in all particulars with the
coins which I got from on® of my prisoners.

I was about to give up all hopes of learn-
Ing anythiog more ahout the matter, when
an exclamation from my assistant drew my
attention to another entrance, which he dise
covered. :

We managed to galn admittance, and
found ourselves, after descending a few
ansteps, in a cellar, and saw a man lyingon a
ocoarse bed in a corper of the den, evidently
in & dying state. We had him removed
to another room, there was a good bed;
then a dootor was obtalned, and everything
possible done to bring the man round,
Judge my surprise when I found that this
man, rescned from the jaws of death, was no
other than Arthur Armstrorg.

Armstrong’s story was briefly as follows:
On the night of his disappearance; and when
he was about to enter a cab, he waa accosted
by two men, who said they were detectives
sent from Scotland Yard with a warrant
for his apprehension on a charge of forgery
at the ivstance of Messrs; Blanke and Co. :
He was of course indignant, but they said if
he could. prove his entire - innocence he
would not be detained, and advised him to
go quietly with them, else they would have
to use force. No sooner. was he in the cab
than the ruffians gagged him, and when he
left the cab he was blindfolded, put into the

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17, 18886.

WHERE ARE WE AND WHITHER TENDING?
No. 2.

Speculations of this kind, remarks one,
are wholly unprofitable. We have to deal
with today and today only, It matters not
to us what may have been the status of the
past. The pastis dead;the futureis un-
born, If we can make two blades of grass
grow where only one grew before; if we can
ameliorate the ocondition of the tolling and
-sufferiog millions of whom we are a unit,
-Abe task were worthy of our best endeavors,
Axd yet If the world’s productions were to
‘be.donhled, it.ina guestion if the world’s
wealth wonld be perceptibly increased,
values being utterly ﬂctiﬂol:?, aod dependent
upon the balances of supply and demand,
The intrinsic value of iron s unmeasurably
greater than that of gold. As for the tolling
and suffering millions—it 1s a question yet
| unanswered, whether thelr toils ‘and suffer-
.Ings are any more irksome than those of the
so-called higher classes, whose apparent
Immunity from life’s bitterest illa excite
their envy. There are, and slways have
been, those who would break open the doors
that separate us from the past, concerning
which it is strange that we know so little,
and ‘who wounld tear aside the curtain
that ~ veils the = tomorrows ' of ages
yet to 'be. Suach ocurlosity,” if ourl-
osity 16 may be called, Is melther incom-
prehensible :nor- unprofitable, Wisdom is
gathered from the experiences of the past,
and the experlences of thousands of. years
ago‘are no less instructive than the experi-
ences of today. Even the ant anticipates
the tomorrow of its progeny,and why should
man be less interested in the ultimate earth.
ly destiny of his race 2

Says Mr, Harvey, There {s an old story
related by the venerable Bede, eleven hurd-
red years ago, which is very touching and
has often been quoted. Paulinus;'a Christ-
isn misslonary, had reached Northumbria, a
kingdom of the Saxon heptarchy. The King,
Eadwine,assembled his chieftains in councll,
in order to decide whether the stramger
should be heard. After a long debate, s gray
haired chief ardse and eald, ‘Let us certainly
hear what this ‘man can'tell ‘us, for it seems
to me that the life of man s like the flight of
a sparrow through a large room, where you,
king, are sitting at supper In winter, whilst
storms of snow and rain rage abroad. The
sparrow,flyiog in at one window and straight-
way out again at another Is, while within,
eafe from the storm; but soon It vanishes out
of sight into the darkness whence it came,
So the life of man; appears for a short space,
bnt of what went before, or what is %0 fol-
low, we are always ignorant. If this stranger
can. give us any knowledgs “of ' this
thing let us willingly hear him,

light, and so, like the gray haired “chieftain
f eleven hundred years)ago, Tennyson ex.
olalms today:—
“WhatamI? ' -
An infant crying in the night1
An infant crying for the light !
And with no language but s cry.”

Mr. Harvey says ‘‘evil is diminishing and
good increasing; the'lamp of knowledge is
burning with' increasing brilliancy and the
realm of darkness is lessening. Slowly but
surely suffering declines, thongh the amount
is still oppressive, We have no absolute
perfection, but we have improvement to
which, so far as we discern, no limit osn be
placed. The suffering spurs on to effort, out
of which comes the highest form of goodness
which we know. In the battle with evil the
noblest faculties and the tenderest feelings
which adorn our humanity are gradually de-
veloped, Errors lead up to truth; wants to
acquisition; poverty to wealth, From the
superstition’ and absurdities of astrology,
the star eyed sclence, astronomy, with 1its

cellar, and had been there until he was dis-
covered by my instrumentality, He had:
been fairly well treated in the way of food,
and had been attended all the time by an
old woman who lived in the house, A sme
rious illness had reduced him to the state in
which we found him,

Our prisoners were sent to long terme of
penal servitude, and but for the confession of
one of them, this o all probability would
have been the end of-the story.

This fellow admitted that an attorney in|
Glasgow, who had at one time succeeded
in getting him off from a charge of passing
base coin, had engaged him to do the job,
fursiched him with all particulars coznected

with Armstrong, and suggested the means |

by which he could easily be entrapped, The
understanding was that Armstrong was to
be well treated, but on no account to be al-
lowed to communicate with any oune, and
four hundred pounds a year was to be paid to
them solong as he was in their custody.

I lost no time In reiching Glargow, but
my bird had flown, and I found that the
same day Miss Hammond and her mother
left Glasgow, Dr. Allan, who had read my
letter to the young lady, had committed
suicide by blowing out his brains.

Idrew thls conclusion: It had been at
the instigation of the doctor that the %kna-

brilliant disclosures, slowly emerged; the
blunderings of alchemy resulted in modern
'chemistry, whose discoveries are blessing
mankind. . , ., From the lowest forms
of life have come the vast series of animated
existences which now occupy the globe, at
the head of which stands thinking, reason-
‘ing man, From the rude primeval savage,
with his club and ‘flint hatchet, has de-
veloped intellectual man, with his mastery
over the forces of nature, and all the ap-
pliances of civilization which mark him the
crown and glory of creation, , ., , Inall
humanity’s poor gropings and blunderlngs in
the past there was some redeeming virtue
—eomethieg (not - wholly bad underlying
the evil—some truth at the root of
every error, Slowly the falsitles and mis-
takes died out as the light of knowledge in-

1 creased, Kven war, with all its brutalities

and oruelties gave rise to chivalry, unflinch.
ing courage :and: .unsullled: bhonor. Ny,
more, the very miseries of war, awoke pity
and compassion for the sufferers,and brought
them help and comfort, and kindled, too,
that sphiit which ocondemns all war, and
will usher in one day the age of peace. The
mizeries of slavery kindled the wmpirit of
freedom. . ., , . Nature’s laws have
evolved those institutions which tend to
establish justice and secure the rights of all,

vish attorney, whom I found he was ‘,eng'Under its laws all our bemevolent soocieties,

acqualnted with, had engaged to have Arm-
strong got out of the way, and thatthe mo-
tive which had actuated him in o dolng

which devote themzelves to the discovery
and relief of human misery, the removal . of
igoorance and vice, and all evils which op-

was the hope of belng able to secure Miss | PT¢5 and destroy, have had their origin,

Hammond and her little fortune,

Maintaining Silence,

GLADSTONE KEEPING HIS OWN COUNSEL ON THE
IRISH QUESTION,

LonDpoN, March 9.—Idr. Gladstone retains
so complete a silence as to the actual points of
his Irish policy that nothing really is known

Our churches, missions, charities, are truly
ao outcome of humanity, and therefore of:
pature, All the love and pity of the whole
buman family, which, through past ages,
have been accumulating and embodying
themeelves in religious and reformatory in.
‘stitutions, must be taken into account when
we form our estimate of nature and its ten-
dencies. Not merely in the hurricane, the
earthquake or the pestilence are we to read the
character and purpose of the supreme intel-

about it, except in a general way. His illnets, [ ligence, but also in the compassion we feel

which is giving way to care and medical treat-

ment, has not prevented his attending to

political matters, Probably it will not con.

five him fo his bouse amy longer, In the

meantime reports continue and grow con-

cerning his home rule scheme. It is stated

that one part of it stipulates that customs

and excise duties, shall remsin uni-

form throughout the kingdom. Whatever

plan is adopted for the control of Ireland,

these important elements of government will

continue to be manasged by the Britiehchounse-
of commons, It is quite possible, however,

that Mr, Gledstone may intrust the right to

levy and collect such taxes to the Irish suthor.
ities, In the event of the lords rejecting the’
home rule scheme, an appeal will be made: to
the country, Mr, Gladstone’s friends: ¥eckon
on-his eomplete trinmph by » msjority between
50 and 80, This, added to the increased num-
ber of Parnellites, wou'd give Mr. Gladstone
a working majority in the commons of 150,

Cotton haa reached its lowest price for Shirty-

for one anether, in the love which he has

breathed into human hearts to beautify and

bless our life and redress and remove its suf.

Jerings, ., . ., All the good achleved by

the great ones of the past will be gathered

up by the greater men who are to follow, in

the . #uccessive birth of the ages,

and wil be reverently preserved i

history’s golden wurn, To these their

own contributions of good will' be added, as

a preclous heritage to hnmanity. While,

then, we may at times be saddened by the

alowness and uncertainty of the march, at
its defeats and failures, let us remember
that in the future, as In the past, the great
ones will be near to cheer the faint-hearted, -
to breathe courage into the  despondent, to
guide the host onward and upward,”

To prove that our sclentific dizcoveries
have given us increased command over the
powers of pature and that the various ap-
pliances of modern olvilization have sen-

two years,

sibly improved the condition of the great

Se eleven hundred years ago mien sought the'

masges of the people, Mr, Harvey ta;s,
‘“There is no setting sside of statistics, and
these show that the aversge fortunes of the
rich (in Grea$ Britain) are 11 per cent; lower
than in 1840, while the condition of the
working classes has improved one hundred
percent, During the period from 1870 to
1880,saving banks deporits increased thirty-
two per cenf. Since 1840 the increase of
depositors has maltiplied from three per
ocent. of population $o eleven per cent., and
the ratio of paupers has fallen to three per
cent, of the inhabitants of the united king-
dom—the lowest known since the beginning

-of the century, \V?.'l lsmf.g'lﬂmn population
ales o

in Eogland asd 19,886.000 there
were 1,033,974 'paupere; in 1881, witha
population-of. 25,965,971, there were only

'y
hundred years Christianity—the religion
of love ‘and hope—has been at work
In* the ' world, slowly leavening the
foremost nations of the earth with its divine
spiri$, promoting civilization and progress,
quickening thought, purifying ‘morals; and
breathlng a tore hamane &nd tender spirit
into human souls,  With all the carruptions
and perverslons which ‘Christianity has suf-
fered in the ruder ages of the past, and not-
withatanding all the cruelties and persecu-
tions which have been perpetrated in its
name, 1t has been one of the mightieat fac-
tors of clvilization and moral'progress. It
has communicated that outward impulse
snd-kindled that undying hope of man’s
future, wanting which, sclence, philosophy,
and art would have been comparatively
powerless.: Its presence ‘'still—as one of the
mightlest forces in modern soclety—furnish-
es the best guarantee of . the permanency of
human progress. Its pure and lofty morality
is still far ahead of the most civiiized com.-
munities of Earope and Americs, and still
furpishes a standard of exzellence towards
which they will do well to aspire,  In fact,
we may truly say its divine power s as yet
but very partially felt and that a real
Christian era is yes to come. No nation has
yet adopted the moral code of the religion
whose essence is love as its overruling law.
When its spirit pervades human soclety and
its principles become the guide of life, the
dawn of the millenlum will have appeared,”

In a brief review of Mr. Harvey’s volume
the N, Y. Independent says, ** It is a noticable
feature in all such discussions that on the bare
question ef preponderating facts the pessimists
have the best of the argument. Itis only
when philosophy appears on the stage, or,
better yet, the broader philosophy of religion,
that we begin to see onr way out,” Mr. Har-
vey concludes that humsnity is slowly, but
surely progressing in every thing calculated to
enhanoe the world’s peace and happiness, - He
arrives at this conclusion after a careful ‘and
dispassionate ‘series of observations, but it is

of ages removed when, with man divested of
inhumanity, the ills that
liyes shall” be relegated to' past, Indeed
Mr. Harvey sometimes seems to entsrtain’
grave doubts as to the reality of progress, and
without a larger knowledge of the civilizations
that existed prior to the commencement of the
Christian era, the guestion where are we and
whither tending, cannot be definitely answered,
We' know that from the date of ereation
through many centuries God  communicated
with  man directly or through his  pro-
phets: we have reason to bslieve that physical-
ly and morally men in the early ages of the
world were far superior to us whosé blood and
brains are corrupted by the sins of our pro-
genitors, And who shall say that the religion
of Christ will retain its purity and survive the
abrasions of time, as long or longer than were
the doctrines inculcated by God himeelf and
through his prophets when man and the world
were in their infancy. The theory of evolution
seems to conflict with the fact that the known
achievements of prehistoric times furnish con-
clusive evidence of a more thorough knowledge
of some of the sciences thanis possessed at the
present dsy. The builders of the pyramids and
obelisks of Egypt, of Nineveh and Pompeii,the
painters and scalptors of Greece and Rome,
and the mound builders of Weatern America as
well as the races that inhabited Central Ame-
rica and Mexico centuries ago,possessed a know-
ledge of engizeering, astronomy, architecture
and many of the polite arte, far deeper
than has been acquired by us of the 19th
century, which for ages seems to have been
utterly lost. The monuments of the civiliza-
tion of these extinct races of men, of which
modern times furnish no paralle), are but the,
imperishable specimens of theéir handy work.
But how much of their great works must have
gome to decay? The pyramids will yet be
young when every monument and architectural
example of modern date shall have erumbled
into dust., The disentombed paintings, sculp-
tures, palaces, potterys and articles of orna-
ment and use of the ages that are forgotten in-
dicate & degree of culture and ‘refinement
surpassing that of the present day, and point
to a knowledge of all the arts of out own time,
which have been redizcovered after years of
experiment and study. : After the lapse of
more than two thousand years, Aristotle,,
Aristides, Archimedes, Apelles, Anaxagoras,
Alexander and 'Alcibiades, Oat: ulius
Cesar and Cicero, Demosthenes, Euri k
Homer, Horaca and Hipparchue, Livy, Plato,
Pliny, Plutarch, Phidias, Pericles, Pindar,
Pyrrhus snd Pythagoras, Saliust, Seneca and
Socrates, Tacitus, Themistocles and Thucy-
dides are the world’s instructors. It
has -'bsen wurged that the march of
civilization ~ is. irresistible, but history
shows that all the civilizations of the
past have decayed or fallen before the on-
slanght:of barbarism.: Unquestionably the ex-
periences of the past wiil be repsated in the
futare, and thousands of yesrs hence relics of
existing races will be unearthed by come futare
archaeologist who will: spéculate profoundly
upon our customs, religion and advancément
in morals and the arts, Or, it may be, that
like = Atlantis, our continents shall be en-
gulphed, and other continents shall rise to re-
place them, That suffering -and sin walk
through the world hand in hand, that withount
sin man would not be man, and that ' civiliza-
tion utterly fails: to eradicate man’s natural
tendency to evil, though it may divert it from
one direction to another, sgem to be assertions
difficult to disprove,

Yankee Farmers

WHO WANT TO USE CANADIAN MILLS,

WasgINgTON, D. C,, March 9,—The secre-
tary of the treasury has written to Senator
Morrill in regard to a petition of the people of
Derby Line, Vt., for. the restoration of the
privilege, formerly enjoyed by them by suffer-
ance, of carrying grain to mills in Canada and
returning the grists without payment of duty
thereon. The secretary says that since a

special law, viz. : the aot of March 3, 1883,
was deemed necessary to legalize a long estab-
lished peactice of bringing Canadian grain to
‘mills in the United Ntates to beground and
returned to Canada without payment of duty,
or a similar authority for the restoration of the

practice now in question appea:s to be indis.
pensable,

* * Foreighteen |

evident that he considers™the period thousands-
and perplex our
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A The Butter Question.

. &m, JomN; N, B., March 4, 1886,
To the Editor of The Sun :—
B1B—I have read with interest your article
on butter, as well as the observations of lead~
ing grocers and correspondents. That the
average quality of butter offered in the Sg,
John market is poor is. patent to all, but the
same applies to Halifax and Charlottetown,
and I have seen lots of poor samples’in Mon.
treal. Ia fact, all our our leading w!
butter markets seem to bo ove d with
poor butter every winter. | T have noticsd that
during summer the quality is much better, in
e:.tlt uenadhto m;.t that the iot’q huthle
88 kept, m c the  worse it
got:"‘-lideh:::nhu tlisl:: ket was from ﬂ;.l
producers, worze the avesagd qual
stocks offered in winter, | T'he  resson ‘g a
great extent is to be found in the packages in
which butter is kept and shipped. Butter in
sugar barrels, butter in apple barrels, butter
in dry goods boxes, butter in boot and shos
boxes, varied. by lots in tubs, always cakey,
often dirty, To this market butter is ship,
by steamer, rail and schooners; shipped with
other freight, say fish, meats and quot:blu and
as the butter is in packages that are far from
air tight, it absorbs the odors of all the miscel-
laneous freight it is ship; with, Oceasien-
ally ‘a few casks of oil, say. g
pungency to the edors of mixed: freight,
Supplement this with the addition of cartage
on an npen dray one or mere miles and storage
in » warehouse with miscellaneous grocer’s
stock, and the wonder is not so much thyf the
butter is poor but that it is not,worse. One of
your grocers gives it as his opinion that butter
will keep dry. I have always found that where
the tubs leaked the pickle the. butter bacame
rancid, but I grant that butter will keep dry
if keptin an ice house at a little above the
freezing point, but ordinary butter in‘ordinary
stores must bejkept covered with brine to ene
sure its keeping. One of the ressons given by
some 8t. John dealers of large experience why
butter kept better - years ago than it does now
was that butter was shipped at this market in
air tight firkine covered with brine,consequent.
ly it did not absorb the.odors or germs of de-
cay in transit. A test was made on P. E,
Island last yearas to the. keeping qualities of
butter. A number of packagesof butter, sev-
eral of which had taken first prizs at the pro-
vincial exhibition were placed in warehouse
six months, at the end of that time it was
found that the soft woed tubs had'leaked or
soaked up all the brine, and in one case the soft
wood tub had imparted a flavor of balsam to
its eozanh. The resultof t> |est was.thatnot
a single tub of butter-passe. muster, and the
prizes aggregating $50 were.a: awarded to but
ter packed in crocks although shat in tubs had
hkn:hﬁnt aﬂuz:l' l:htho exhibition ‘h;:d ‘h‘:
months previously, the reason. heing ¢t
crocks did not 1 and the Sverlng of salt
kept. out the air. This, to my mind, is proof
that butter will not keep except in tight pack.

Bges., s

In New York butter is store ' in refrigators
uoc:£mkod in white ash tubs; in Boston soft
Wi tubs are used to a larg
result that old butter iz alwa: .?:‘
As these tubs are made with 1088 Govers the
ssp and balsam of the wood injures the flavor
of the batter. Shippers tothe West Indies
n:e tins hermetically ssaled, but the absence
of pickle causes the butter to become rancid—
tins of butter being quoted at low
Some years ago a Mr, Hodgson, then ome of
the largest butter dealers in Montreal, put up
a quantity of butter by some:patent process;
the principle of the process was that butter
dry, hermetically sealed, would keep without
brine or other punrnﬂ've sgent. Thesample
when put up was the best he could buy for
money, but when opensd some months later
the quality had become to impaired that it
sold for less than commen, or about the price
of cooking butter. i

For existing evils there is almost always a
remedy, but inspection ef an article that is so
badly packed as butter would not cure the evil,
‘as butter in existing common packages that
was prime in Beptember would probably be
rancid in December and therichest brand would
only disappoint the consumer, To get a good
uoiform quality of butter the plan is to start
creameries, Where tried the farmer hasaveraged
more money from the product of his cows, and
his often overworked wife and dzughters have ¢
had a chance to practice on an organ that ptee
viouely they only kept for ornament. The
creamery butter sells at from three to five
cents per pound more than fair dairy butter.,
Through the enterprise of Mr, Manchester and
othes a creamery has:been started at Sussex
and although the formidable competition of
8t. John compels them to pay a high rate for
milk, it is holding its own'and there is prospect
of fair dividends for the “stockholders in this
creamery. A Delavel separator is used and
besides the advantage of haviog fresh skim
milk which is only possible by the use of these
machines which separates, the cream from the
milk withio an hour after the milking is over,
there is the added advantage of a gain of
10 per cent in the product of butter over the .
ordinary way. 'The creamery at Millview, P,
E. I, was burned down last year, but the
testimony of farmers was that they got more
money from their cows than ever they got ba-
fore. The high grade of Canadian cheese im
Kurope is all to be placed to the credit of - the
butter and cheese factory systems. I met a Mr,
Brill, of Guélph, some years ago, and his state-
ment was that. he got an average in
London of 24 cents per pound for the make
of his ‘three creameries ~“while at the
same time 17 cts. was the price of good average
private dairies, soto bea success, farmers shonld
combine and build creameries in the priacipal
settlements, I say the farmers, for the reasom
that it would remove the danger of competition
and any profits would be shared by the
settlements according to the quantity of milk
supplied by each farmer, If this courss was
generally adopted,” and only tight packages
used for butter intended to be held, the prove
ince would aunually be the gainer to the ex-
tent of thousands of dollars and the complaint
as to bad butter would eease, besides which it
would be possible for merchants to ship any
surplus to Europe snd the West Indies, instead
of aa now, selling it at 6 cts. per lb, to the
nearest baf:ery. For isolated farmers where
factories are impracticable, the course is to
salt butter well and keep it covered with brine
made of pure water and the best butter salt to
be got, pack in tight ash or oak or earthen-
ware packages, cover with brine and keep in &
clean cool dairy or cellar, but on no_ account
store vegetables in the same room with your
it Yours respectfully

our ]

: H. F, Coomss.

Here is what an ornithologist saw in a  New
York street car: “The car contained thirteen
women, of whom eleven wore birds, as fol-
lows: (1) beads and wings of three Enropean
starlinge; (2) an entire. bird (species unknows)
of foreign origin; (3) edven warblers, repre-
senting four species; (4) a targe tern; $5D the
heads and wings of three shore-larks; (6) the
wings of seven shore-larks and grass finchess
(7) one-halfof a gallinule; (8) a smail tern; (9]
a turtle dove; (10) a vireo and a yellow-bre
chat; (11) ostrich plames.” This ornithologist
protests against the slaughter of birde. He is
strongly backed by the Buffalo Exzpress,

An immense body of silver ore has recently
been struck In a Mexican mine that assays
$1,000 per ton.

The greatest gushing gas' well in the world

hr: just been struck in Washington county,




