22 PASTORAL ADDRESS.
will be called upon to exercise a valuable privilege &ch, by’
discharge an important, duty. You should dischafy*expl
this, like all other duties, in the fear of God and for §rations
public good. We disclaim all connexion with any pokher is |
cal party ; we do not desire to influence your choicd God th

othese matters; not. that we admit that we have no 7 Rinali
to an opinion, and to the, expression of that opinion :
public affairs, were we disposed to do so;, but as Millicatio
ters of Jesus Christ, ministering to persons of conflic
political dpinions and different party predilections, 1
especially in the present unsettled times, we judgercies
most prudent to waive the exercise of our right in thigne ap
political affairs, as a sacrifice to Christ and his cau 4
leaving secular affairs to be managed by secular
On this ground we have unanimously resolved
directed that the Christian Guardian be an exclusi
religious and literary journal, under special limitatiohs that
an arrangement which we doubt not will be acceptgq
to our people generally, and we hope will secure.toty good
Guardian an extensive circulation and efficient, supprell-ple
Our only advicg on this point is, that whatever side'|m be g
may take in the proper and unrestrained exercisejgned on
clective and ciyil rights, you will avoid the maunifestal i
and indulgence of a party feeling, which 1s unbeco
in a disciple of the meek and lowly Redeemer ; a sfingstor
which is injurjous to the unity and tranquility o
Church, and detrimental to_personal piety and gro
in, grace. All extzemes are dangerous; and we
liable to injure our own spiritual enjoyments and inl To ¥
ests.in a good cause, by the-spirit in which we may st
to promote it. o g

To the various branches of our Pastoral Office, .
our fervent desire, and firm determination to deyoted o= o
selves more zealously than ever. We. deeply 'feel frrmnm
there never was a_time when we were more; strofkesenty
called upon to go bagk tg first principles,—to,the, sings
Scriptural doctrines and rules of,our excellent diécfg i




