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ranks. Think you should give them lit­
tle time rather than force dissolution or a 
change.

Semlin, and that my official life is in­
volved in Mr. Martin’s defeat.

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
I have the honor to be, Your Excel­

lency’s obedient servant,
(Signed)

of considering the situation brought 
about by my asking for the resignation 
of the Hon. Joseph Martin. I contend­
ed that as the matter was now in your R. W. SCOTT,
hands, we should await your action in Secretary of State,
the matter. I, of course, can form no thÎ3 j sent, the next morning, the
opinion as to the result of the caucus, f ,, in_ reD,v.
but I nope that you may be able to be 10110 8 v . . ,n , . .. . Tr„n n w .
here by the date mentioned for the can- “Several hours before receiving tele- (Copy of letter to Hon. R. W. Scott)

and to assure you that however you gram I called another adviser. Will Government House,
may decide your decision will be loyally write full details, which will justify my Victoria, B.C., April 12, 1900.
accepted by myself. action. Sir,—I have the honor to confirm my

I have the honor to be, etc , etc I wrote accordingly to the Hon. Mr. tcle m to you of the 10th instant,
C. A. SEMLIN. Scott on the 3rd instant, giving reasons reading> in dpher, as follows:

Before mj return to \ ictoria, how- for the action I had taken. I may eLegislative dissolved to-day in accord- 
ever, the difficulty was solved by Mr. plain that I wrote pnvately-and that ance witf opinion of Privy Council as 
Martin sending me his resignation. Co- I did so because on a former occasion, contained in your telegram of to-day. 
incident with Mr Martins resignation in connection with .he dismissal of the Writ for general election issued to-day. 
came Mr. Higgins’s open defection from Turner government, Mr. Scott intimât- Nnminfltl-on twentv-sixth Mav the government, and threats from other ed to me that I might write details for ~ VrL returnable ihirtietn 
members supporting the government his information either privately or offi j Legislature summoned on fifth 
that unless certain changes were made daily. j„iy. Provisions for Election Act make
m the governments policy, they, too, In connection with the letter of dis- it impossible for election now to be held 
would join the opposition. Ad the same missal i would ask Your Excellency to before tenth May, and on seventh May 
time complaints began td be made .m observe,,that although I expressly inti- said act intervenes and requires election 
business circles, . bioré pftî^lc^arly^ mated tp-Mr. Semlin that he was at libr ,t6 be held on revised list Am-writing.

. t%>e advisability of h<tidi ^leve* -largely, it pot wholly responsible Council is of the opinion that the ex-
to* V sesïS of the SrisKre ndt S for the,insulting treatment which the isting Legislature should either be im- 

the 20th October8 or'Of making tii me™he« thought fit to offeç mq on the mediately, summoned to meet or im- 
nnnenl to the electorate This I urifed occ6sl<?n sof the. prorogation—which oc- mediately.-dissolve^ and;an appeal made 
boA bv interview and letter in AÙ^st ÇlWd tW.days.lAter. After the proto- without'any (the cipher wqrd ,“de- 
lasf But Mr Semiiii Was unwillft^ gation of the House Mr. Semlin Resigned seription’? here following., gives no in­
to àdbpt either bf these courses. He %s- the Motion of leader of his party, a»4 teliigible^ meaning, but Ï understood it 
sufed me that his government retailed Mr- Cbtton was elected m his place. I i as intended to give “delay”) delay to 
the confidence of the Legislature, tkuti was at the time convinced, and subset the people. The postponment of such 
tW. n session earlier than January Quent events confirmed me in my opin- a meeting or appeal can’t, in opinion 
wotlde^egreatinconvenience. Sim- ion, that Mr. Semlin was utterly, unable 'of. Privy Council, be justified. Please
ultaneously I receive^, instructions froid to secure such support in the Legislature report your action by wire,
the Hon Mr.'Scott, Secretary of Stated as would enable him to administer a | Accordingly on the advice of the 
as follows: strong or efficient; government, and enact executive council, given in deference to

- «<your ministers are the proper judges such legislation as would restore confi- , the opinion of the Privy Council as
of the time to summon the assembly, dence to the business and mining inter- aboi e expressed, I issued a proclama-
kééping of course, within the year’s "este of the province, and that to have tion dissolving the Legislature and the 
limit.” ’ prolonged the situation would have Writ for a general election to be held

In the face of this I could not urge merely resulted, at bèst, in putting off at the earliest possible date. In com- 
mv suggestions further upon my minis- for a short time an inevitable crisis, .-plying, however, with the expressed 
ters. I think however, that subsequent which was the more likely to prove dis- desire of the Privy Council, and hold- 
events as understood in this province, ostrous the longer it was deferred. But, the election without any delay, the 
have fully demonstrated that it would however, this may have been, the un- following number of days must neces-
have been better had my suggestions doubted facts of the situation which I sa™y elapse:
been carried out. However, that maybe, had to face on the morning of Tuesday, ) , aJ"e of your telegram, as above, and
the Legislature having met on the 4th the 27th. February last, were theses j dissolution of the Legislature.
of January i 1- Mr. Semlin and his colleagues had At least two days required to prepare
ment met with defeal l“m^‘^oIy i been defeated m the Assembly on their writs' and proclamations for the re- 
conclusion of the opening ceremonies. own Redistribution Bill—every member turning officer 12th April.
An absent member arriving, however, j ot the Assembly being present, and vot- j At least ten days must be allowed 
the government was sustained by the ; ing. j (or writs to reach 'returning officers in
Speakers casting vote. In . e , 2. Mr. Semlin had treated that de* the outlying 'districts of Cariboo and
time, and prior to this, circums nç^s ; feat as, a want of confidence on the part Cassiar, 22nd April,
had occurred to greatly weaken the cop- cf the Assembly. I One day required for the posting of
fidence I had felt m the advice tender- g jjr. Semlin had not had sufficient the proclamation by the returning offi- 
ed me by Mr Sendin and his colleagues, contral of the Ass9mbly at any time dur- cer, 23rd April,
but I hesitated to take any action, ow\ns ; ing the gession) ana it was demonstrat- Eight days for proclamation to be 
to the warning conveyed m Mr. Scoots I ̂  that the assuranêes which he had giv posted up according, to statute. (See

re^e"ed t0’ ?.® ^°n.°,W3: .j . ! en me in August last to the effect that sections 47 and 48, Provincial Elections
Still it must be admi a l , government retained the confidence -*-st May.

course you took m getting rid of the of the As9embly> were not well founded. Fourteen days-, required by statute to 
Turner government was a little mqre j . ..,. reasons herein refer- elaPse between nomination and elec-drastic than that usually adopted under ; J *bad f^^LtTet forth In the S- «See section 52 of said Act.)
similar conditions. I should not, hoyr- , ofdismissal for distrusting anv ad- 15th M»y-ever, like to see you repeat so dashing a | ^ or asguran’ee iven to b Mr 1 Before the 15th May, however, 
method of changing your advisers. ■ It i ~ ? *. other section of the said Act, as
is always better to leave to the retire- : « • • amended in 1899, comes into effect, and
sentatives of the people in the A-seeni- i I respectfully • submit to Your Exel- makes it illegal to hold an election on 
bly the delicate question of deciding lency that, under such circumstances I any other than the revised lists. On 
whether the advisers of the Lieut.-Gav- ; was not only {justified in seeking other the first Monday in May, which this 
ernor have the confidence of the coup- 1 advisers, but that it was my bounden year happens to be the 7th May, every 
try.” - . ai ... i duty so to do. And Such is the view al- collector is required by statute to re*

The cireumstances that weakened Hy ! most unanimously taken throughout this Vise the register of voters. I am ad-
confidence in my advisers are torrWi province, and by trar press of all politi- vised Uat this usually takes b,ut. .one
most part referred to in tie letter :nf cal parties, in so far as the dismissal ahd ndt more than three days in
dismissal, as I was not in possession of ■ *tse'f is concerned. The onus of select- 'J,.ase' >0 t^ia* by May 10th, the 
accurate details. But I may here state in8 a new adviser, however, for the task ^‘*ter of voters for the various elec- 
that mv late advisers, having failed to of forming an administration, was ip loral districts will ne revised. That is 
induce me to sign special warrants for thia case unusually great. For there was to say- tieror®' 
certain undertakings, as to the consti- no recognized leader in the Assembly up- . . . . ,
tutionality of which F had grave doubts on whom I could call with any assur- il 'pratinf 4 X7
and which the Attorney-General himself ance that he could command the con- 7thP Mav and xridch will Ih!
would not pronounce constitutional j ftl- fidence either, of the Assembly or of the juts uDon which the elpctinn mn?t h*though b, „« Si jo. electors. Ou, of ,vo, . d.«= promiu- fg Tuh-SïL’^n S” ”
deliberately undertook and carried ent men who had a certain following, ti U of the Provincial Elect ons Ac?
certain public works without a vestige either in the Legislature or among the L amended by seettons S and U of
of authority, involving liabilities to An people, or whose experience m provincial tbe Provincial Elections Act Amend
extent of over seventy-five thousand dbl- political life entitied them to -considéra- ment Acf> 1899, read as follows-*
lars. Such reckless sweeping aside of tion- 1 decided to call upon the Son. To- (f) Qn the, first Monday of May and 
all constitutional and statutory restraint sePh Martin, as a man best able to meet November in each and every year the 
on the expenditure of public money was the necessities of the situation, create collector shall hold a court of revision 
in itself, I submit, sufficient reason for decisive issues, and establish final order, etc., etc.
loss of confidence in my advisers. It an<f something like usual political condi- ; (j) The register of voters as revise!
was quite in keeping With the circuin- tiens out of the chaos of factions into as above shall fie certified to by the
stance of their having pledged the pro- which provincial parties had been rent, collector, shall be printed by the
vince (through Mr. Cotton, I believe, al- *n so doing I fully realized that an ou^- Queen’s printer, and shall be the. Vst
though I have absolutely no official cr^ would probably arise from the used at any election which may take
knowledge of the transaction whatever), friends and adherents of other aspirants place before the next revision has been
to contribute- a million dollars toward for the Premiership, and that they completed.
the construction of a Pacific cable. This would probably mqke common causo : You will observe that after the regis- 
was done, not only without any author- against the one chosen. But the situa- ter of voters has
ity from the Legislature, express or im- lioa was such as to render this inevitable certified to, as above provided, the Act
plied, but without having even submit- —the same outcry would have arisen no directs that it shall be printed by the
ted an order-in-council for the author- matter upon whom I had called. And Queen’s printer, and shall be the list

of right or wrong. They wo Id only i suveluuj^ul- auu mysen. out tor toe ization of such an offer. Fortunately 1 may point;.out to Your Excellency that nsed at any election thereafter until
have had a month to wait an in the i P*-686^ 1 .™ore'y xvl6“.to. Place tj1? Peo the offer was not acted upon. Had it although my choice has been challenged, the next revision has been completed^
meantime a new government which ! P. (,'o ulnola 10 a position to been acCepted and acted upon, the re- and although I have been roundly abus- Now the Provincial Elections Act, as
they were prepared to support, had i 1, . llgen . understand the constitution- sujt would have been awkward indeed ed by the "provincial press that -most- amended, id 1899. requires that a gener-
been installed in office. Under these - al issues involved, and for that purpose : f6r the province as there would have strongly upheld the dismissal of M-. a’ election be held on the same day
circumstances, although there is not ! the official reports hereunder published been at least a moral responsibility in- Semlin, yet in no instance, although throughout every electoral district ot
much satisfaction in a post-mortem WU1 be sumcient _ T«n«ro3 curred, which the Legislature would an- agreeing to condemn Mr.' Martin, have “j® Province. And as above shown,
trial to the man wKb has been hangeS VanÀinvér ' Questionably have repudiated. • , they indicated, or even hinted at the a^er making barely reasonable time
first and tried afterwards, I have de- Vancouver, B. C.„ JiinelSSth, 1900. Snch being the condition of affairs tile man upott whom, in their opinion, I wherem to- reach the returning officers, 
cided to submit for your consideration ., -" Legislature continued in session for ne*r- ®hou!d have called. I may here state m tbe more remote districts, the near^
all the correspondence relative ^tg my The following is the official corres- jy two months—no legislation was oass- that 1 consulted Mr. John Brown, of es? praeticable day after the dissolution
official conduct toward the Semljp and . Wdence. bçtweea, t^e-t&en :Lieqtenjpifit- ed—the government hanging on to office New Westminster, in conjunction with whereon the general elections emtld be:
M^ing^ernments. ^ j ^e^r^ Q^in>r-Genera|t §in Ï&T- Ma«iu, in the hope that they might fists wd S

■wa ss s&sssgszst ssgziszzsssssss ss&££sFs£srSgTSir.^vsrgasgr WCTHKyrJB ^to have said, when asked tfllj d^Wiss te-lhelhefi.Liyiteimnt^e^ner^; :. the Legi^atUre being present Mr 8m- Martin. As I considered Mr;'Martin1 _

made- “A^an who never made a ' a ntt informed me of his deféat, which *e as, moreover it was Undoubtedly Mr. *
^ke nevei- Sd^ anvüS,e ” Rut in T6 titii>EiCellehfci'O^ovërti^Sen- treated as a <* confidence in «tis ' Ma^ Who had caused-the final defèat
error Tn indent to one thFng-an government. He asked" trié for til, of Mrt Semite’s administràtioh, I felt f€,
abuse or misuse of newer iustifvin- ‘ Vour fxivKi-c'however, until Monday evening following- that ’his claim to the Premiership was 
a M ÏSeïS aMy in ofdbr WtoüsMfer the situation. T$! Parahibunt to tto of the otters. As to;
any ipember of ^he Dominion government of iStAW tho f Allowing dplt^'ftele- re^oe®t aOo^ded to. Çü Mon®ty w e e wfll be the choice of the;
or any one else3 to point to a single act Êrain-: '-^Privy Council tfeamfes vou eve1lin8, fi'oweVer," Mr. Semlin, instead electorate I,- of cduvse,-' cannot say. I, of mine in connection with the dismissal fehd: à't:''"oiice TUll.^lciak l-eport^^pro- of tendering his fesignatitte or -asking ai“ft0thha'? ganged
of the Semlin ..government and the for- feedings ' incidents for-a dissotetiojfe I submit, was % . ^ of the electorate—I
mation of the - Martin government, and Içjre adviseis, ^B^M-^^îon offï^nt only proper couïfce Open to him, merëlj- think ^;«hotid«. be expected of. 
up to the very day of my dismissal, that fines. Wiife wheti reBmrMS "b^mmail- asked for more time—stated that 'hs say this because I observe that the mat-
câimbt be upheld and justified by pre- ed,” I now have the honor, in conipli- thought he could demonstrate his control ,.er na»:already been discussed in par-
cedents established by Liberals them- ance with the abfite direction, to submit of the House on the following day. On j “ament, and that certain positions have
selves from the time of Pitt, the great herewith, for Your Excellency’s infer-' my asking him how, he refused to state i apparently been taken in regard to my
Commoner, to the present time: Upon mation, a report of such proceedings as —merely repeating that he thought he action herein, which,.I trust, in the light 
the defeat of the Semlin government, I appear to me in any way incident to thy POuld demonstrate his control df the ' of *ul?er information, will be admitted
was convinced that Mr. Martin was the dismissal of my late advisers, and to the House. I promised him an answer by-1 t0 be. untenable. I most respectfully
man best fitted to assume control, under subsequent calling upon Mr. Martin" 'o fore noon the next day. The answer ia I ®.ubm!t, Your Excellency that my 
the circumstances as they then existed, form an administration. While on a contained in the letter of dismissal j official life” cannot justly be made de-

At the same time I had been made visit to Atlin last July I deceived from above referred to, which was delivere-l i Pendent in any way upon Mr. Martin’s
* fully aware that Mr, Martin was dis- Mr. Semlin a communication, dated 1st at his office at 11 o’clock the next morn- 1 success or failure, under the peculiar cir- 

tasteful to Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s gov- July, informing me that he had that teg. In the afternoon of the same day, cumstances of this case. A situation
ernment, and that if I considered my day demanded the resignation of Mr. at 2:55 o’clock, the following telegram vrae"forced upon me in the face of which
own interests and my own position Joseph Martin from his cabinet. I re (in cipher) was delivered at Govern- 1 Wt in duty bound to act—and in which
merely, I should under no circum- ceived a subsequent communication from ment House—having been sent out from * dld act, as I judged, in the best inter-
stances call upon him. And immedi- him, dated the 7th July, as follows: the telegfaph office ten minutes earlier: 6818 of the Province. And certainly if
ately upon the defeat of the Semlin D /V T„,„ -A icnn __T _ Mr. Semlin himself does not make an is-government I was made fully aware Victoria, B. C„ July 7th, 1899. Ottawa, February 27th, 1900. gue ot my action in dismissing him—if

- also that the great corporations, whose To Lieutenant-Governor Mclnnes: Lieut.-Governor Mclnnes, Victoria, B. assuming Mr. Martin’s defeat, some new
metallic influence is apparently all Sir:—I beg to state for your informa- C.: leader be elected upon new issues—I fail
powerful at Ottawa, would do their ut- tion that against my wish and my vote I understand your government to be- to see how, in such an event, it can with

- most to have me politically assassinated the Council vote to hold a caucus ou ing materially strengthened by accession any justice be said that the’people have
If I should dare to call upon Mt*. Mar- July 26th at Victoria for the purpose • of several members from opposition condemned my action in dismissing Mr.

completed. So that the followingSÆTjfif -is:

(say) lothTHE EX-GOVERNOR 
IN HIS OWN DEFENCE

Revision of lists completed
May.

Time required for printing 0f 
ed lists and distribution of 
among returning officers 
days, 31st May.

One week’s allowance 
mis-direction of 
June 7th. j

My advisers were of opinion, 
of the above circumstances, thi- ,1 
9th June would be the earliest i '“ 
which it would be safe to fix as ..k? 
tion day, if all uncertainty as to th 
validity or legality of the genera! 
tion was to be removed. And u v ,1 
visors trust that their desire to a , 
harmony with the opinion of the p. v ' 
Council in this matter has been y 
ciently demonstrated.

I have the boner to be, sir,
Your obedient serrant

(Sgd.) .THOS. R. McINXes 
I^eutenant-Gov

The Hon. the Secretary of State 
tawa, Canada. - ’

THOS. R. McINNES, 
Lient.-Governor. revis- 
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Copy of ieport to His Excellen 
Governor-Gendral-in-Council 
tion of Martin ministry:

Ot> • 1
tiiLy’ As mayor, çaember of parliament; 
Senator and. lieutenant-governor, 1 had 
acted in a public capacity, continuously 
in British Columbia s$nce 1876, and 
there has not been a day of that period 
that either threats Or corporations, or 
tlie chink" of their coin had moved me, 
from the liùe of duty. And I -beliété 
it was the interests- of-the people of 
.British Columbia, rather ‘than the, in­
terests .of Sir Wilfrid Laurier and the 
Crow’s Neat Pass magnates that 1 WP$ 
bound to consider, and ip my judgment, 
after the defeat of the Semlin govern­
ment, Mr. Martin was better fitted than 
any other member of the .Legislature ti 
form a government in the interests of 
the province. And so I called upon Mr. 
Martin.

And now the political assassination 
that was threatened has taken place. 
For all that I do not regret the course 
that I took—as an American once said: 
“I would rather be right than be presi­
dent.” But although the elections re­
sulted in the defeat of Mr. Martin, the 
opposition still consisted of a number of 
factions, and there was no one man 
who could be looked upon as their lead­
er. Consequently, when Mr! Martin 
handed in his resignation, I once more 
had the duty upon me 6f selecting a 
member whom I thought would be in 
position to form a stable administration. 
I called upon Mr. Dunsmuir, because I 
believed that that gentleman represent­
ed the policy which the people 
dared for, and that he was in

<T the
re forma-To the People of British Columbia:

Having been. officially deposed on the 
22nd instant by the Laurier government 
from the, .position of Lieutenant-Govern­
or at British Columbia, I am now Iree 
for the first time to say a word-publicly 
in my own ^fifèflee against the charges 
mpde against me in connection with the 
dismissal of the Semlin government and 
the formation of the Martin government.

It is said that the people of British 
Columbia have condemned my action in 
connection with the above matters:.; The 
people of British Columbia lave hot 
only not condemned my action in dis­
missing the Semlin government, but they 
have overwhelmingly ratified it, for there 
is not a single member of that govern­
ment in the newly-elected Legislature, 
and the party led by Mr. Semlin and his 
colleagues is utterly a thing of the past.

And as to my conduct concerning the 
formation of the Martin government, 
that involved a series of official acts 
which could only be properly pronounc­
ed upon by the people of British Col­
umbia through their representatives in 
the Legislature, after all the correspond­
ence in connection therewith was laid 
before them. I wasv "not allowed an

Government House,
Victoria, B. C„ May 15, 1300. 

■Td- His Excellency the Goveruor-Gen 
eral-in-Coancil, Ottawa, Canada. 

Your Excellency: I have

i

• : :

to : submit, as supplementary 
report to Your Excellency on the ‘>7,1, 
March last, a report as to mv otik-M 
attitude subsequent jo the dismissal of

^ni.Stry’ and in connection 
with the formation of my present min- 
istry. I have not been officially ad­
vised that my said report of the 27th 
March was considered inadequate." as 
filling to deal With any essential or 
relevant phase oft my conduct incident 
to the dismissal of my late advisers. 
But as repeated press dispatches from 
Ottawa represent the said report as 
falling short, inasmuch as it does not 
deal with the question of the person­
nel of my present ministry, the time 
given Mr. Martin in which to choose 
his colleagues, the timp/elapsing 
fore the dissolution of The Legislature 
■etc., and lest it should be thought that 
I have n‘d explanation to offer touch­
ing these matters, r beg to submit the 
following for Your Excellency’s consid­
eration, although not officially requested 
to do so, and although remaining of the 
opinion that every phase of the present 
political situation for which I could be 
held personally accountable has been 
dealt with in iny first report to Your 
Excellency of the 27th March last

I have nothing to add to the reasons 
given in my first report for the selec­
tion of Mr. Martin for the position of 
Premier, but I would submit the fol­
lowing passages from “Todd’s Parlia­
mentary Government in the British 
Colonies,” as applicable to my action in 
connection therewith :

“The pèiïêî ^of the ►Sovereign of Eng­
land, as' has Weil well remarked by a 
recent political writer, is considerably 
increased when rival political

be-

opportunity to be heard on my own 
behalf. I have replied to every charge 
made against me, but my reply was 
necessarily in the form of official re­
ports to the Governor-General.

had de-
; a better

position than any other member to har- 
. . . . "t!16 monize the contending factions of the

report containing my reasons for the opposition. I may say in this connection 
dismissal of the Semlin government that Mr. Martin did not recommend a 
was made on the 27th March last On successor, and that I did not inform 
the 12th of April last I submitted to him of my intention to call upon Mr. 
the Secretory of State the reasons in- Dunsmuir. until I had received Mr. Mar- 
dneing my ministers to fix the election tin’s resignation. This was on the 14th 
tor the 9th of June And on the 15th of june. 0n the 18th of June the 
May last I made a further report deal- hltion against me of tbe secret 
ing with all the various charges that tion that I have already referred to 
had been made agatast me in conneo- passed and telegraphed to Ottawa. Sir 
nectiomwith my official attitude toward Wilfrid Laurier wired me the very next 
toe Martin administration. But Sir day that I should immediately telegraph 
Wilfrid Launer .did not see fit to lav my resignation that very day-notwith- 
those reports or any of them before standing the fact that he would , have

althmljk not a word that l bad to 4a, „Mcl he w teen 
m my own defence was allowed to go been sent on the 15th ipstanti ” 
before you, it was given out that you j retused to resign, although I had
7eroto be.fth0 ]udf;es of “y condocV previously offered to do so on several 
Is this British justice—is this British . T . ,fair nlav? occasions. For had I resigned under

A week after the elections a maioritv SUch circumstances it would have been 
«Ak! JiJntL ™“aj "y construed as an admission that I
of the newly-elected members of the in the wrcing and Sir Wilfrid Laurier 
legislature passed a resolution m secret would have ^’een relieved entirely from 
session at a party 'convention, ask- v -, . , . 7. J .
ing Sir Wilfrid Laurier to dismiss me. dT ® & 3ustification for
And Sir Wilfrid Laurier, although he ' J J a ®?v Sf‘o tbat 1had a few days before declared that ^ “2™:tl0ns. from the Secretary
the matter should be left to the Legis- tud! which I f
lature to decide, promptly obeyed that A-A nlL • ?
resolution passed in secret session and ! l mimsters But the
at a party convention. Without my j ^ 1° TVPy
saying what amount of caution and d> l^citlv ^thcT™ A LA7 A" 
liberation might have been expected tiLnlv- F * ""‘I
from a Premier of Canada under snch A^c nnhVh .f€onA8eoaelltly } a“ not 
circumstances, it certainly was to have Tin And jet, when I con-
been expected that a body of men suffi- * “ *1-!% ! , T lpstroctlops ,la
ciently imbued with the spirit of Brit- I * * AsA
ish institutions to represent you in the AmTA ,SecFeta7 of Stato C°“‘ 
Legislature, would have waited before ! ^ done so-but again
taking action until the Legislature was • under covel of a letter marked “strictly 
in session, when they could have called , T -, . ... ... ,for all papers and correspondence in I AA r A f m l A a*
connection with the issues involved, ! \\ A - Socretary of
and could then dispassionately and pub-1 State t0 do S0‘ At a future tlme 1 may

reso- 
conven- 

was
an-

parties
evenly balanced; and it rises still 

higher when the competition . between 
the various statesmen of all parties 
becomes close.”—'Todd’s Par. Gov in 
England. 2nd Ed., Vol. 1, p. 315.

"‘"Thé" 'exeeMtbe-' officer specially charg­
ed with representing the Crown in the 
particular colony or province—whether 
he be Governor-General, Governor or 
Lieutenànt-Qovernon—must be regarded 
as possessing; with the prescribed limits 
of this rule and jurisdiction, as the head 
of £ self govërning community, sub­
stantially dhe-same privileges and func­
tions that përtaih to the Sovereign in the 
British constitution.”—Todd’s Pfirr Gov. 
in Britishi Columbia, 2nd Ed., p. 679.

Under such conditions as above re­
ferred to—with “parties evenly bal­
anced” and “competition between the 
various statesmen of all parties close” 

* called upon Mr. Martin to form an 
administration. Subsequent to this, 
however, - nay official conduct has been 

as unconstitutional, or 
open to censure, for one or more of the 
following reasons:

V-

■

any general election 
can now be held there will be a new

was

:

represented
.

(a) Because the House was left in 
session with no minister sworn in to 
carry on the govenment.

(b) Because no information was giv­
en to the House concerning the reasons 
that led ,tp7 the' dismissal of tin late ministry. ..'Z . ^

(c) Because so long a time has been 
allowed to elapse before completing the 
personnel of the new cabinet.

(d) Because the persons selected to 
form a new ministry, were, for the 
most part,, new and untried men.

. (e) Because the ministers have con­
tinued. in office without bye-elections 
paving been held for the immediate 
ratification of their appointments by 
the electorate.

: ,i (f) Because a Legislature so recently 
ejected was so #oon -dissolved, without 

- an. endeavor having been made to form 
a ministry-.from among the members
thereof. . -v, • • 1

• ,-(g) Because legislatures do no divide 
o» party tints, said coalition 'shooltt have 
been permitted. .

(h) Because I did not force my minis­
try to hrieg .on the general elections im­
mediately. "

:. I shall submit to Your Excellency my 
reply to etch;of these objections, seria­
tim as above enumerated.

(a) Because the House was left in 
session with do ministry sworn in to 
carry on the government. In Eng­
land, during a period of a little over 
one hundred years, ministerial inter­
regnums have occurred while the House 
was in sesfsiop. Varying from one to 
thirty-seven days. I would refer to the 
following cases: pPBÉRIVH

1. The Shclbourne ministry resigned 
on the 24th February, 1783. and on 
April 2nd, following the Duke of Port­
land undertook the formation of the 
succeeding ministry—a ministerial in­
terregnum of thirty-seven days while 
the House was in session.

2. The Portland ministry was dis­
missed on December the 18th, 1783, the 
House beirig" in session, and on the fol­
lowing day Mr. Pitt undertook the for­
mation of the succeeding ministry.

3. The Percival ministry was 1H 
solved by the assassination of Mr. 
Percival, the Premier, on the 11th May, 
1812, arid it was not until the 8th -Tunc 
following that the Earl of Liverpool 
undertook the formation bf the suc­
ceeding ’ ministry—a ministerial inter

! confidential.’*"
v

been revised and
I State to do so. At a future time I mayrr? Fty. j j government and myself. But for the 

in tho present I merely wish to place the peo 
i pie of British Columbia in a position to 
; intelligently understand tbe constitution­

al issues involved, and for that purposeF

■
■"to-gJISJ- "I. 11.111.!
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The Horse Market
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Demands Sound 
i: Morses Only-—*>

Lame horeee Bell at lee» thro htif their actual valve . 
and are neither deeiraWe^forueeorBato.Xhe.remedy
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will work s permanent cure for Sparlae, Rlnr* 
■eues, Spile te, Curbs, etc., and all forms ofLaete- 
eeee. It cures thousands or cases annually. Such 
endorsements as the one following are a guarantee •

KHnwrove, Penn., Au». 18,1898. 
i. Deer She : After using voerSpsvln Core for Cats, Calls,
, Sprains, Kte., I found <à» ot my horses had a Splint, 11 
thought I would try a Ciyre^-which cured A. Since that time 4 
I have cured one other Jswtasdtwa Spavins. Now I ana not 
■Iraki to recommend {tiBST ^weein.

Yours H. A. LAWRENCE. ,
Pria, Ht six for j*. "Jbè* jÉdment for faut! 

it has no equal. Ask your druggist for K 
Spavin Care, ulsd ^JL Treatise en the 
the book free, oradfc
DR. a I. KENDALL CO., Eifosberg Foils, Vt.
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{Continued on page 7.)L '
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