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To the People of British Columbia:

Having been  officially depqsed_- on “the
22nd instant by the Laurier government
from the, position of Lieutenant-Gevern-
or of British' Columbia, I am now dree
for the first time to say‘a word“publiely
in“my own ‘défence sgdinst the: f!(ﬁrgeﬂ
made, against me in connection with the
dismissal of the Semlin government and
the formation of the Martin government.

It is 'said that the (people of British
Columbia have condemned my aetion ‘in
connection with the above matters.”The
people of British Columbia #ave not
only not condemned my action in dis-
missing the Semlin government, but they
have overwhelmingly ratified it, for there
is not a single member of that govern-
ment in the newly-elected Legislature,
and the party led by Mr. Semlin and. his
colleagues is utterly a thing of the past.

And as to my conduct concerning the
formation of the Martin government,
that involved a series of official acts
‘which could only be properly pronounc-
ed upon by the people of British Col-
umbia through their representatives in
the Legislature, after all the correspond-
ence. in connection th%rewith was laid
before them. ' 1 was not allowed an
opportunity to be heard on my own
behalf. I have replied to every charge

made against me, but my reply was
necessarily in the form of official re-
ports to the Governor-General. The
report containing my reasons for the:
dismissal of the Semlin government
was made on the 27th March last. On
the 12th of April last I submitted Yo
the Becretary of State the reasons in-
ducing  my ministers to fix the election
for the 9th of June. And on the 15th
May last' T made a further report deal-
ing with all the various charges that
had been made against me in connec-
nection. with my official .attitude toward
the Martin administration. But Sir
Wilfrid Laurier did not see fit to lav !
those renorts or' any of them before
parliamént, " although " | :ﬁe_d by British
Columbia members to '8 'so. And yet
although' not a ‘word that:I:had to say
in my own defence was allowed ‘to go
before you, it was given' out that you
were to be the judges of my conduct.
Is this British justice—is this British
fair 'play? :

A week after the elections a majority
of the newly-elected members of. the
Legislature passed a resolution in secret
session.. at a . party. “convention,  ask-
ing Sir. Wilfrid Laurier to dismiss me,
And: Sir Wilfrid Laurier, although he
had a few days before declared that
the matter should/be left to the Legis-
lature to decide, promptly obeyed: that
resolution .passed in seeret session: and
at ‘a party convention. Without my
saying what amount of caution and d:-
liberation might have been expeeted
from & Premier of Canada under such
circuistances, ‘it certainly was to have
been expected that a body of men suffi-
ciently imbued with the spirit of Brit-

! occasions,

ish institutions to represent you in the
Legislature, would have waited before |
taking action until the Legislature was |
in session, when they could -have .called |
for all papers-and correspondence in |
connection with the issues involved, |
and could then dispassionately and pub- |
licly have considered my -official ae-
tions on their- merits, ' as a quéstion !
of right or. wrong. . They would only |
have had a month to wait and in th» |
meantime a new government which
they “were prepared to support, had
been ‘installed in office. Under these !
circunmistances, although there is not
much satisfaction in a .post-mortem |
trial to the man who has been hanges |
first and tried -afterwards, I have de«
cided ‘to submit for your consideration
all the correspondence relative te .my
official conduct, toward the Semlin and

Martin governments.
, A8 stated in_my re ¢ ’
‘ernor-General, - claim,gthat any
jndgment _ has ., been.  invariablys free:
from error. ,Lorgl‘ Roberts issreparted
to -have said,. when asked toi dfsmiss
General Buller from ,command, gon. ac-;
count of certain mistakes that he had
made: A man who.never made a: mis- |
take never .made anything.”. But an |
error. in. jndgment is. one thing—an
abuse or .  .misuge of.;power justifying;
a dismissal is goite anether, and I defy!
any.member of :the Dominion government’
or any one else’ to point to a single aet.
of ‘mine in connection swith the dismissali
of the Semlin _government and the for-
mation of the/Martin government; and
up to the very day of my dismissal, that
edbmot be upheld and justified by pre-
cedents established by Liberals them-
selves from the time of Pitt, the great
Commoner, to the present time: Upon
the defeat of the Semlin government, 1
was convinced that Mr. Martin was the
man best fitted to assume control, under
the circumstances as they then existed.
At the same time I had been made
fully aware that Mr. Martin was dis-
tasteful to Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s gov-
ernment, and that if I considered my
own interests and my own position
merely, I should under no ecircum-
stances call upon ‘him., And immedi-
ately upon the defeat of the Semlin
government I was made fully aware
also that the great corporations, whose
metallic influence is apparently - all

" powerfyl .at Ottawa, would do their ut-
. +moost to have me politically assassinated
if 1 should dare to call upon M‘r; Mar-

|- State to do so.

Ty

tin, As .mayor, member of. parliament,
Senator and, lieutenanbg@vgrno:, I had
acted in a  public capacity  continnously
in; British Columbia since’ 1876, and
there has not been a day of that period
that either threats’ or. corporatioms, ov
‘the ehink'! of ‘their "coin had moved mé;
Afrom’ thieslihe of ‘duty. > And"’ I sbelieve!
it was the interestsvwof!  the ‘people of
British Columbia, rather ithan. the in-
derests of: Siy Wilfrid, Laurier and. the
Crow’s Nest Pass magnates that I was
bound to comsider, and.in my judgment,
after ' the defeat of .the Semlin govern-
ment, Mr. Martin was better fitted- than
any other member of. the Legislature t>
form a government .in.the. interests:of
the province. And so I called upon Mr.
Martin, : 2827

And now..the political “assassination
that “was  threatened has taken place.
For all that.I do not regret the coupse
that I took—as an American once said:
“I would rather be right than:be presi-
dent.”” 'But although the elections re-
sulted in the defeat of Mr. Martin, the
opposition still consisted of a number of
factions, and there was no one man
who could be.looked upon as their lead-
er. Consequently, when M ' Martin
handed in his resignation, I ohce more
had the duty upon me 8f selecting a
member, whom I thought would be in a
position to form a stable administration.
I called upon Mr. Dunsmuir, because I
believed that that ‘gentleman: represent-
ed the policy which the people had de-
clared for, and that he was in a better
position than any other member to har-
monize the contending factions of the
opposition, I may say in this connection
that Mr. Martin did not recommend a
successor, and that I did not inform
him of my intention'to call upon Mr.
Dunsmuir. until I had received Mr. Mar-
tin’s resignation. This was on the 14th
of June. On the 18th of June the reso-
lution against me, of the secret comvan-
tion that I have already referred to was
passed and telegraphed to Ottawa. Sir
Wilfrid Laurier wired me the very next
day that I should immediately telegraph
my resignation that very day-—notwith-
standing the fact that he would: have
had ‘but two days more. to awnit receipt
of my, offieial report:om- the -glections:
-which he had been notified by, wire cl;%d
been sent on the 15th instant.

I refused to resign, although I had
previously offered to do so on several
For had I resigned under
such circumstances it would have been
construed as an admission that I was
in the wrong, and Sir' Wilfrid Laurier
would have ‘been relieved entirely from
having had to devise a justification for
my dismissal. I may also say that 1
received instructions from the Secretary
of State last August respecting the atti-
tude which .1 should adopt .in certain
matters toward my ministers. But the
Secretary of State sawsfit 40 ‘convey
those instructions, which I obeyed im-
plicitly, in the form .of & letter marked
“cenfidential.” - Consequently -I am not
free to publish it. And yet, when I con-
tinued to follow those rinstructions in
my attitude toward the Martin admin-
istration, the Secretary of State com-
plained of my having done so—but again

{ under cover of a letter marked’ ‘strictly

confidential.” 3

I have not destroyed those letters, al-
though I was told by the Secretary of
At a future time I may
deal with the personal relations existing
between the members of the Ottawa
government and myself. But for the
present I merely wish to place the peo-

{ ple of British Columbia in a position to
. intelligently understand the constitutien-

al issues involved, and for that purpose

Ithe’ official reports - hereunder- published

will be sufficient." = 3
THOS. R. McINNES|
Vancouver, B. €., Jine'25th, 1900.

. The following is the official coyres-
pondence between. the.fhen Lieutengnt-

Svemnor, .7 the ':Gavarbpr-General®, {
RS b Wil ;
etary | Scol

ier; amd® gui
evealed, from -

ed,” T now have the in compli-
ance with the ‘above direction, to submit
herewith, for “Your Excellency's infor-
mation, a report of such proceedings as
appear to me in any way incident to the
dismissal of my late advisers, and to the
subsequent calling upon Mr. Martin® ‘o
form an adwministration. . While on a
visit to Atlin last July 1 received from
Mr. Semlin a communication, dated 1st
July, informing ‘me ‘that he had that
gay demanded the resignation of M.
oseph Martin from his cabifiet. T re
ceived a subsequent commnunication from
him, dated the 7th July, as follows:
~ Victoria, B. Q, July Tth, 1899, .
To Lieutenant-Governor MclInnes:
Sir:—I beg to:state for your informa-
tion .that against my wish and my vote
the Council vote to hold a ecaucus on
July :26th at Victoria for the purposs

{ of the Hon. Joseph Martin.

of considering the situation brought
about by my asking for the resignation
I contend-
ed that as the matter was now in your
hands, we should await your action in
the matter. I, of course, ean form no
opinion, as to the result of the cancus,
but I Nope that you may be able to be
here by the date mentioned for the cau-
cus, and to assure you that however you
may decide your decision will be loyally
accepted by myself.
I have the honor to be, etc., etc.,
C. A. SEMLIN.

Before my return to Victoria, how-

Martin sending me his resignation. Co=
incident with Mr. Martin’s resignation
came Mr. Higgins's open defection from
the government, and threats from other
members - supporting the government
that unless  certain changes were made
in the government’s policy, they, too,
would join the opposition. At the same
time complaints began t0 be made in
business circles, ; foré ' particularly in
thosé dependent ofi” the “ining indus!
tries; that’ they 'Were beix g seriously
prejudiced by thé ‘critical and uncertain
political ‘conditions. . In cdnsequence of
all_this, and foréséeing the likelihood of
greater evils énsuing if Some definfte
action were not soon taken, I'urged upi
on Mr. Sémlin the advisability of hold
ing ‘a:session of the Legislature ndt later
than the 20th October, or‘of making hn
appeal to the electorate. 'This I urge
both by interview hud letlér in Augist
Tast; - Bit Mr, Semlin’ Was' unwillfng
to #dopt either of these courses. He Bs-
sufed me that his government retaided
the confidence of the Legislature, But
that: a  session earlier tha‘n Janudry
would cause great inconvenience: Sim-_
ultaneously I received instructions from
the Hon. Mr. Scott, Secrétary of State,
as follows: :

- «your .ministers are the proper judges
of the time to summon ?he assembl_:'.
keéping, of course, within the year’s
seonit g

lu?lllt.the face of this I could not urge
my suggestions further upon my mimis-
ters. I.think, however, that subseq_uent
events, .as understood in this province;
have fully demonstrated that it Wg\;ld
have been better had my suggestions
been carried out. However, that may be,
the Legislature having met on the {1th
of January ‘last, Mr, Semlin's govern-
ment met with defeat immedia'oely'on
conclusion of the opening ceremonies.
An

Speaker’s casting vote. In the mean-
time, and prior, to this, circumstancgs
had occurred to greatly weaken the con-
fidence I had felt in the advice tender-
ed me by Mr. Semlin and his colleagues,
but I hesitated to take any action, owing

letter, above referred to, as follows:
similar conditions,

bly the delicate question of deciding
ernor have ‘the confidence of the: .coun-

try.” L \

confidence. in“my -ad¥isers are Tor; ths
most ‘part referted to in-fthe Jetter vt
dismissal, .as T was not in- possession of
accurate details. But T may here state
that my late advisers, having failed to
induce me to sign-special warrants for
certain undertakings, as to the comsti-
tutionality of which I"had grave doubts
and which the Attorney-General himself
would not pronounce constitutional, 4l-
though expressly asked: by me to ‘do- o,
deliberately undertook and " carried  ¥n
certain public works without a vestige
of authority, involving liabilities to ‘an
extent of over seventy-five thousand dél-
lars.© Such reckless sweeping aside ‘of
all constitutional and statirtory restraint
on the ‘expenditare of public money was
in itself, I submit, sufficient reason for
loss of confidenee in “my advisers. Tt
was quite in keeping with the ecircum-
stance of their having pledged the pro-
vince (through Mr. Cotton, I believe, al-
though' I have absolutely no official
knowledge of the transaction whatevey),
to contribute: a million dollars toward
the construction of a Pacific cable, This
was done, not only without any author-
ity from the Legislature, express or 1m
plied, but without having even .Submit-
ted an order-in-council for the auther-
ization of such an offer. Feortunately
the offer was not acted upon. Had: it
been accepted and acted upon, the re-
sult would have been awkward indsed
for the province, as there would have
been at least a moral responsibility in-
| curred, which the Legislature would ymn-
questionably have repudiated. - a0!
- Such being the condition of affairs, the
Legislature continued in session for negr-
ly $wo months—mno legislation was pags-
ed—the government hanging on to:effice
sometimes.by & majority of:one—sonie-
times; by.:grace of the Spedker’s castidg

| votes  Finally e Fritday, the+23rd ulti -/
(*me, the' governinent was défeated on dfs
| 'Redistribufion Bilk<évery < mbmber 6¢
.| the’ Legistature  being: preseént’: Mr, Se#-
| limrwaited’ upon me’ the:gditie evenifi,

and informed me ‘of his defdat, whickHe

|| treatéd”as a -wiHt of cofifidence in Ms
| government.” He asked ‘#ié for ‘tithb,
.| however, intil Ménday evenirg followEg

in“order to'¢onsider the situation, T

request’ was" acééded to, “On ' Mondiy
evéning, However,” Mr, Semlin, -instedd
of “‘téndering *'hi& “Yesignatibn ~ or -askinz
fora dissolutiofi} #s; I subRiit, was fhe
only proper “¢oii*sé “open to° him, merely |
asked for - more time—stated that he
thought he could demonstfatée his contral
of the House on the following day. On
my asking him how, he refused to state |
—merely repeating that he thought he

House,. I promised bim an answer bo-|
fore moon the next day., The answer 13!
contained  in ' the letter of dismissal|
above referred td, which -was delivere] i
at his office at 11 o'clock the sext morn-!
ing. ~In the afternoon of the same day,
at 2:55 o'clock, the following  telegram '
(in .cipHer)  was delivered at Govern-
ment House—having been sent out from
the telegraph office ten minutes earlier:
Ottawa, February 27th, 1900.

Lieut.-Governor -Meclnnes, Victoria, B.

I understand your government is he-
ing materially strengthened by accession

of several members from opposition

ever, the difficulty was solved by Mr. |

4{ gation of the House Mr, Semlin resigned

absent member arriving, however, |
the government was sustained by .the |

to the warning conveyed in Mr, Scott’s !

“Still it must be admitted that: the |
course ‘you took in getting rid of the’
Turner- government was a little maore |
drastic than that usually adopted undev |
I.should not, how-|
ever, like to see you repeat so dashing a |
method of changing your advisers, -ltg
is..always better to leave to the repre- |
sentatives of the people in the Assem- !

s
Dbl A

The ciréumstances that weakened: ity ' M0st unanimously taken throughout this

could - demonstrate his control df the .

ranks. Think you should give them lit-
tle time rather than force disso)ution ora
change. .
R. W. SCOTT, 4
Secretary of State.

To this;I sent, the next morning, the
following reply:

“Several hours before receiving. tele-
gram I called another adviser. Wiil
write full details, which will justify my
action.”

I wrote accordingly to the Hon. Mv,
Scott o the 3rd instant, giving reasons
for the action I had taken. I may ex-

plain that I wrote privately—and that
' I did so because on a former occasion,
Iin connection with the dismissal of the

Turner government, Mr. Scott intimat-
ed to me that I might write details for
his information either privately or offi-
cially,

In connection with the letter of dis-
missal I would ask Your Excellency to
observe,that -although I. expressly inti-
mat=2d . ;9. Mr. ;Semlin that he was at liby
erty to lay it before the House, for its
information, he.refused to do so, and
left ‘members of«the Heuse to .assime,
a3 they..did, that.I had. treated them
i with discourtesy. . This unexpected -con:
duct on the part.of Mr. Semlin, was,
believe, largely, if; not wholly responsible
for the _insulting treatment. which the
members thought fit to.offer. me on.the
occdsion, ;of: the .prorogation—which..o¢:
curred, twa, days.Jater. After the pravo-

Semlin, and that my official life ig in-
volved in Mr. Martin’s defeat.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
I have the honor to be, Your Excel-
lency’s obedient servant,
(Signed) . THOS. R. McINNES,
! Lieut.-Governor.

(Copy of letter to Hon. R. W. Scott.)

Gavernment House,
Victoria, B.C., April 12, 1900.

Sir,—I have the honor to confirm my
telegram to you of the 10th instant,
reading, in cipher, as follows:

Legislagnre dissolved to-day in accord-
ance witﬂj opinion of Privy Council as
contained in your telegram of to-day.
Writ for general election issued to-day.
Nomination twenty-sixth May. Poll
ninth June. Writs returnable thirtietn
June, . Legislature summoned on fifth
July. Provisions for Election Act make
it impossible for election now to be held
.before tenth May, and on seventh May
said act intervenes and requires election
't¢ be held.on wevised list.: -Am. writing.
'.The abgvé-was :sent in. reply to your
telegram  of ¢ the same date, which 1
deciphered as -follows: ;
" “Your -report received .. seventh - in-
stant. After 'giving it:and all the. cir-
cumstances: every ' consideration  I’rivy
Couneil 'is .of the opinion that the ex-
isting Legislature should either be im-
médiately..summoned  to.:meet
mediatelyrdissolve, and,:an appeal; made
«without” any (the
seription’’ here: following, gives no. in-

the position of leader of his party, and
Mr. Cotton was elected in his place. I
was at the time convinced, and. subze:
quent’ events confirmed me in my opin-
ion, that Mr, Semlin was utterly unable
to secure such support in the Legislature

strong or efficient; government, and enact
such legislation as would restore confi-
dence to the business and mining inter+
‘ests of the province, and that to have
prolonged the situation would have
merely resulted, at best, in .putting >&
for a short time an inevitable crisis,
which was the more likely to prove dis-
astrous the longer it was deferred. But,
however, this may have been, the un-
doubted facts of the situation which T
had to face on the morning of Tuesday,

, the 27th; February last, were these: |

1. Mr. Semlin and his colleagues had
| been defeated in the Assémbly on their
| own  Redistribution - Bill—every : member
| ot the Assembly being present, and vot- i

1
| 2, Mr. Semlin had treated that de-
: feat as a want of confidence on the part
/| of the Assembly. ;

{

i 8. Mr. Semlin *had not had sufficient
! control, of the Assembly at any time dur-
. ing the session, and ‘it was demonstrat- !
i ed that the assuranéss which he had giv-
l-en me in August last to the effect that
| his government retained- the confidence
of the Assembly, were not well founded.
4. 1" had grave reasons, herein refer-
i red to; and in part set forth in the lets
! ter of dismissal, for distrusting any ad-
vice ' or. assurance given to me by: Mr.
Semlin or his colleagues.

I respectfully .submit to Your Exel-
“lency that, under such circumstances I

whether the advisers of the Lieut.-Gav-| was not only fjustified in°seeking other

" advisers, but that it was my bounden
duty so to'do.  And such is the view al-

provinice, and by bur ‘press-of all peliti-
cal parties, in so far as the’ dismissal
" itself is concerned. The onus of select!
ing a new adviser, however, for the tasi
of forming an administration, was ‘“in
this case unusually great. For there was
no recognized leader in the Assembly up-
on whom I could call with any assur-
ance that he could command the ' con-
fidence either.of the Assembly or of the
¢ electorate.- Out of over a dozen promin-
ent men who had a certain following,
either in the Legislature or among the
people, or whose experience in provincial
political life entified them to ‘considera-
tion, ¥ decided to call upon.the.Hon. Jo-
seph Martin, as a man best able to meet
the necessities of the situdtion, create
decisive issues, and establish final ordar.
and something like usual political condi- |
tions out of the chaos of factions into
“which provincial parties had been rent.
In so doing I fully realized that an out:
cry would probably arise from the
friends and adherents of other aspirants
for the Premiership,” ‘and that they
would probably ‘make common cause
against the one chosen. But the situa--
tion was such as to render this inevitable
—the same outcry would have arisen no
matter upon whom I had called. And
I may poinf.out to Your Excellency that
although my choice has been challenged,
and although I have been roundly abus-
ed by the "provincial press that most
strongly upheld the dismissal of Mr.
Semlin, yet in no  instance, although
agreeing to condemn Mr.,” Martin, Have
they indicated, or even hinted at ‘the

“man upon whom, in their opinion, ‘T

should have ecalled. I may liere state
.that I consulted Mr.” John Brown, of
New ' Westminster, in conjundtion with'
Mr, Martin, in the hope that they might
co-operate in seeuring to the provimes:ia
new:“and efficient: administration.: Mr.
Browh howeverpioould: not ' §e& his ‘way |
clearto-work 'in" conjunetion ‘awith” MY
Martid.* As I considered ‘M¥: “Mar#in '
best ‘gualified ‘to' meet the sifuation, and
as, :mbreover, it was ‘undoubtedly Mt

Martin ‘who had’ caused”the ‘final deféat,

of Mr: Semlin’s administration, I -felt
that “his’ claith ‘to the®Premiership was §
paramount to that of the others. As'to,

whether he will Be the ‘choite of the:
electorate I,- of ‘edurse; cannot say. T
do not claim to“have’infallibly gauged

the ‘opinion. of the electorate—I do' not!|.

“think{lit should; be ‘e¥pected ‘of me. : T
say this because I observe that the mat-
ter hussialready. been .discussed in par-
liament, and that certain positions have
apparently been taken in regard to my

action herein, which, 1 trust, in the light | §.°

of fuller information,. will be admitted
to be untenable. I most  respectfully
submit to Your Excellency that my
“official life” cannot justly be made de-
pendent in any way upon Mr, Martin’s
suceess or failure, under the peculiar cir-
cumstances of this case. A situation
“‘was forced upon me in the face of which
I'felt in duty bound to act—smd in which
I did act, as I judged, in the hest inter-
ests of the province. And ecertainly if
Mr. Semlin himself does not make an is-
sue of my. action in dismissing him—if,
assuming Mr. Martin’s defeat, some new
leader be elected upon new issues—I fail

to see how, in such an event, it can with |

any justice be said that the people have
condemned my action in dismissing Mr.

as would enable him to administer a |

ing. }

. Other section of
' amended-in 1899, comes into effect, and

.telligible.. meaning, but I.nnderstood it
{-as intended to. . give *“delay”). delay to
! the people. .. The postponment. of such
! a, meeting or appeal can’t;. in' opinion
. of Privy Council, be. justified.. Please
report your action by wire.”

Accordingly on. the advice of the
executive couneil, given in deference to
the opinion of the Privy Council as
" above expressed, I issued a preeclama-
tion- dissolving the Legislature and the
writ for a general election to be held
at the earliest possible date. In com-
plying, however, with: the expressed
desire of the Privy Council, and hold-
ing the election without any delay, the
following number of ‘days must neces-
sarily elapse:
| Date of your telegram, as above, and
i of the  dissélution of ‘the Legislature.
i 10th* April.

At least two days required to prepare
writs’ and' ‘proclamations for the re:
turning officer, ' 12th "April.

At Jeast ten days must be allowed
for -writs to ‘rédéh returning officers in
the outlying © ‘@striéts ‘of Cariboo and
Cassiar, 22nd ‘April.

One day required’ for the posting of
the  proclamation by the returning offi-
cer, 23rd Aprili ; 5

Eight days- far proclamation “to “be
posted up according,; to’ ‘statute. (See
sections 47 and-48, ‘Provincial' Elections
Act.) . 1st. May. ;

Fourteen days.required by statute to
elapse between -pmomination and -elec-
tion day. ((See section 52 of said Act.)
15th May. ; :
" Before the 15th May, however, “an-
the said ‘Aect, . as

makes it illegal to hold an election on
any other than the revised lists, On
the first.. Monday .in May, which this
year. happens to be the 7th May, every
collector is' required, by statute to res
visé ‘the register of voters. I am ad-
vised“that this usually takes but _ons
da§ 8hd’ ndt more than three days in
-any‘case. -So that by May 10th, the
register of voters for the various elec-
toral ‘districts. will pe revised. . That is
to say: Befors any - general - election
can now be held there will be a new
revised register of voters, Trevised by
imperative - direction of statute on the
Tth-May, and which will constitute the
lists upon which the election must: be
held. Sub-sections (f) and (j) of sec-
tion 11 -of .the: Provincial’ Elections Act;
as. amended . by sections 8 and 9 of
the, Provincial:: Elections Act, Amend
ment Act; 1899; read as follows:

(f). ‘On the. first Monday of May and
November in each and every year the
collector. shall hold a eourt of revision,
etc., ete. i

(i) The wegister of voters &s revised
as above shall be certified to by the
collector, shall be printed by the
Queen’s printer, and shall be the list
used at any election which may take
place before the next revision has besn
completed,

You will observe that after the regis-
ter of voters has been revised . and
certified to, as above provided, the Aet
directs th&t it shall be printed by the
Queen’s printer, and shall be the list
used at any election thereafter until
the mext revision: has been completed:
‘Now the Provincial Elections Act, as
amended in 1899, requires that a gener-
al -election be held on the same day
throughout “‘every electoral district of
the province. And as above'shown,
after 'making barely
whereifi' to7' reach the returning officers
in: the more remote districts, the near-
est praecticable day after the dissolution
whereon the: general elections could he
held would. be the 15th May.: But hy
the 15th May*the present . lists: will no
longer -be available~-can: ‘no  longer be
Jegally used—as.the -vevision —of  the
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Revision of lists comple
May.

Time required for
ed lists and distribution
among returning ' officers,
days, 31st May. '

One week’s
mis-direction
June Tth,

My advisers were of opinion,
of the above circumstances, thg-
9th June waunld  be the (‘m‘li::\-'
vyhich it would be safe to fix :1\"’" "
tion day, if .all uncertainty as to
v.alidity or legality of the general (I,
tl_on was to.be removed. And . .
visers trust. that their desire to . . .
harmony with the opinion of the ']'
Council in- this: matter has been
ciently demonstrated.

I have the honer to be, sir,

Your obedient servant,

(Sgd.) JEHOS. R. McINNEY

_ o3 o Ldentenant-Govoy,,
The ‘Hon: the Seeretary of State
tawa, Canada. - A
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Copy of 1igpert to His Excellen,
(?overnor-GenéraI-in-Council
tion of Ma#tin ‘ministry:

Government House,
tieounies Victoria, B, C., May 15, 1200
Ko His. ixcellency  the Governor-(

.erakin-Council, -Ottawa, Canada,
“¥our Exeellency: I have the |
40 sdbmit, Ry - supplementary t,
‘report to Your ' Excellency on th. 2
March last, a réport as to my
attitude subséquent o the dismissa of
th.e Semlin ministry, and in connection
)wth the formation of my present n;n{.
xs'try. I have not- been officially aq-
vised that my- said report of the 27
Mgujch was ‘eonsidered inadequate,
failing to deal - Wwith any essentia|
1elevant phase of: my conduct incig
to the dismissal of my late advisers
But as repeated press dispatches (I'lr{]‘;
Ottawa . represent .the said
falling short, inasmuch as it does not
+deal- with - the question of the person-
ngl of my present ministry, the time
given Mr. “Martin' in which to choose
his colleagues, . the time ‘elapsing he-
fore the dissolution of The Legislature
ete., and lest it should be thought tha{
.I have ' nd explanation to offer touch-
ing thgse matters, T beg to submit the
follqwmg for Your Excellency’s consid-
eration, although not officially requested
to .d9 80, and although remaining of the
opinion that every phase of the present
political ‘situation for which I could be
held personally ' ‘accountable has been
dealt with in my first report to Your
Excellency of the 27th March last,

_I haYe nothing to add to the reasons
given in my first report for the selec-
tion. of Mr. Martin for the position of
Pre.mier, but I would submit the fol-
lowing passages from “Todd’s -Parlia-
mentary Government in the British
Colonies,” as applicable to my action in
connection therewith:

“The péWet ‘of “the Novereign of Eng-
land, as'has b¥en well remarked by 2
recent ‘pélftica'l“'Writer, is .considerably
increased ' when rival . political parties
are . evenly balanced; and it rises still
higher - 'when the competition . between
the various statesmen of all parties
becomes elose.” ~Todd’s’ Par.” Gov. in
‘England. 2nd B4, Vol. 1, p. 315.
TTHE exec¥tife- officer Epecially charg-
ed with representing fhe Crown in the
particular: -eolony or province—whether
“he be Governor-General, - Governor or
Lieutenant-Governor—must be regarded
as possessing; ‘with the prescribed limits
of this rule and jurisdiction, as the head
of & self'po¥érhing community, sub-
stantially theéS¥ame privileges and func-
tions thatpértaifi to the Sovereign in the
British constitution.”—Todd’s Par Gov.
in Britishi'Columbia; 2nd ‘Ed., p. 679.

Under such conditions as above re-
ferred to—with ' “parties ‘evenly bal-
anced” and “competition between the
various ‘stetesmen of all parties close”
—I calle@ npon Mr, Martin to form an
administration.- Subsequent to this,
however, “my official conduct has heeu
Tepresented as unconstitutional, or
open to censure, for one or moie of the
following reasons:

(a) Because the House was left in
session with no minister sworn in to
carry on the govenment.

(b) Because no information was giv-
en to the House concerning the reasons
that led fo the dismissal of th> late
BHBItEE ™

(¢) Because so long a time has been
allowed to. eldpse before completing the
personnel of the new cabinet.

(d) Because the persons selected to
form a new. . ministry, were, for the
most part, new .and untried men.

(e) Because: the ministers have con-
tinued in .office. without bye-elections
having been held for the immediate
ratification of theif appointments by
the electorate.

241 () Beeause a Legislature so recently
.elected was so goon -dissolved, without
[an..endeayor having been made to form
& .ministry:;from’ among the :members
Ahereot, o »nd ‘
+(g) Because : legislatures do mno divide
OR-party lines, and coalition ‘should: have

re forma
jen-

1onGy

‘uhwm!,

or

ent

report as

-been permitted: = Y Sy
i4h). Begause I did not force my minis-

] ;fry to brimg on:the general elections im-

amediately, I

L.k shall submit to Your: Excellendy my
i reply t0 eachiof these objections; seria-
‘tim as ‘abdve enumerated.

(a) Because the House was . left in

# |'session ‘with “'no  ministry sworn in to
‘carry on'’ . ‘thé  government.

In Eng-
land, - ddring’ & period of a little over

one ‘hundred’ ~ years, ministerial inter-

hregnums have' occarred while the House
j | was in sedsi
3 thirty-seven days.
{ | following ‘cages: -

, ‘Varying from - one to
I would référ to the

1. The Shelbourne ministry  resigned
: h - F and on
April 2nd; following the Duke of Port-
land undertook ‘the - formation of the
succeeding ministry—a ministerial in-
terregnum  of ‘ thirty-seven days while
the House was in session. )
2. The Portland ministry was dis-
missed on’ Détember the 18th, 1783, the
House beidg in session, and on the fol-
‘lowing day Mr, Pitt undertook the for-
mation 'of the ‘succeeding niinistry.
8. The Percival ministry was
solved by 'the ' assassination
Percival, thé Premier, on the 11th May,
1812, afid it was not until the 8th Junc
following that the Earl of Liverpool
undértook the formation of the suc-
ceeding * Winistry—a  ministerial inter-

dis-

1 -(Continued on page 7.
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