year been lumped up as a whole.
The ‘thought would have the effect
«centrating too much power in the
of thegovernment. Of course the¥
®Be highly indignant if he sugg
that power might possibly be
political purposes, but it could
overlooked ‘that the government ¥l
man, The Attorney-General in pir
would be indignant, and yet the :
tion might reasonably be madc |
of the possibility of an approachi
eral election, which so many thi
<d to indicate,

He expressed surprise that
~-whatever had been said by the m¢
of the government about the subj
land sales. There were instanc
men having purchased land in PC
Zood faith believing that so long 1
complied with the law the govel
wwould see that they were prote m:’
thad paid instalments, paid fm‘lfi
vey of the land and in some 1%
had erected buildings— ‘

Hon. Mr. Martin—Give a an.:]
stance of the men who have ¢
dbuildings.

Col. Baker said he could.
tioned the one of Mr. Wulffsohn I
Kootenay. L

Hon. Mr. Martin—What buildin
the erect?

Col. Baker retracted the
that Mr. Wulffsohn had H‘W":;
‘baildings, but he had paid for
vey. ]

Hon., Mr. Martin expressed !
that the hon. gentleman should 2
anyone erected buildings on 1}.‘:«'1'
when it was well known no oT&

80.

Col. Baker confined himself th§
the charge that men had purchased
in good faith and paid for the sur
it and had then been told they
have their money paid on inst
back again, but as to the surve
would have to be the losers of @hnt.
power, to take land back again fj
purchase was a power which had
erto been used, not abused. ‘He
expressed surprise that nothing hac
said by the Minister of Finance
gard to this subject. The course
had been adopted was one discred
to the province and to the governn

Then the colonel began to hor‘h
ous, referring to the expected ing
from the gonrce of marriage licon':ce
Jhinted in an elephantine jocularity

i

and

sta

‘he hoped his hon, friend the P8

might be expected to be oné of
who ‘would swell the revenue. Mr
lin ®aid he “was not old enough.”
~ *Then the government had adg;
policy which they hoped would infi
to them the popular vote. thedred
of taxation, but he noticed thatithq
ers in the province were going
made to suffer for the abolition g
wmortgage tax. Then there was t
clamadtion ‘of the river bank at
stoke. He might remind the gove
that he took an active part in:the
tiations with the Dominion govern
They said that they had put the aj
on the estimates one year and th
vincial government would 'not't
‘Ybelieving that the work came Y
the duty of the Federal authotitie
was glad, however, that the good
done by the late government had
of avail at ‘last and " tha is
friends, the members of the govern
had been able to get such an ass
from . the Dominion. %

A: great deal had been said abo
alleged deficit, but a8 a matter g
if the late goverament had been
to go along without doing any
works: it would have been easy tg
had a surplus. But the late gove!
had laid down: @ definite policy
opening of the country, the, consty
of public works on a large scile.
$ad been assured of the natural
of the province, and had not hepity
do what was necessary to open
resources which ténded to the,id
of the progress of the provinee,
net. expenditure for the year 1898
been. $2,001,.031, of which $729.04
®een expended on. public works.
revenue for the same year wag: §
623, leaving a surplus of $163.620 4
enue over expenditure, if public
be not included. The policy of ¢
ing the province by the borrowd
money cheaply and using it for
works had proven a good one; ag
be proven by the fact that in:ten
there had been an increase of
cen. in the revenue of the provin
ing the ‘last ten years. It shoul
be ‘remembered that during ' thos
years the province in common i
rest of the world had passed thy
time of gréat depression.

He challenged the statement 'ty
present government had reduceq f
ficit to one-tenth of what it hag
The excess' of expenditure over p
Jast year had been $561,408 4
Finance Minister estimateq the
Tor the coming year at $214,834 |
would mean, if his statement weg
rect, that excess should only Havd

Still. dwelling upon the pubke
tolicy of the late government, (-
ker said that the putting oy of}
numbers of men in bad timoeg hag
good effect. He believed it g th
and statesmanlike policy t,
the recommended the governme
it theirs,

Had anything been hearg ahoy
way policy from the present goye,
They had brought down & mes
would have the effect of retardi
carrying out of certain projecte
wways, but had suggested no pl
which their places would be sy
The past governmernt ‘stood apon
«cord of enterprise and’‘provincial g
ment as against the rétrenchment
of the present administration. ‘wh
shown in the estimates am exubera
party politics and an utter  w
statesmanship, . i

When Colonel Baker. resumed. hi
BIr. Speaker put the. question
times, as is customary,.and ne o
ing, rang the division be]l. Mp..]
{N. Vietoria, opp.) was .on his fee
mediately the first tinkle of the¢
was heard. but by every rule of
was too late. Mr. Speaker insigte
on the rule being, observed, .an
Booth was not allowed to speak, a
motion to go into committee was
to without division. i

adop
nt

Needless to-say this was a grey’
wrise. or rather the early termimaf
the debate was a great surprise} 4
4ng"been considered #lmost ceft#
the opposition would keep tHe talk
antil Mr. Speaker saw six o’clock,
Booth was very. indignant. and,
torrey-General - Eberts walked. o

i fra

Mr§§

- “smlg”
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% | ‘LAND REGISTRY SALARIES;
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. ‘Hon. Mr. Cotton asked what information

pnt

d.
it
T when the House was considering the see-

e

2
2
3

i eral that in 'this province the system

"x
X

ity ‘was largely a matter of estimate only,

ent,

ce

i time. :

_that officials should be paid for the value

sur-
on b
“harx

1&p

Mr. !
x-At~ ! ¢ ;
itwof, allusion to the idea §f°the’ governiﬁ'eht‘jg;wvdue:{to the addition of a néw wing,

s

- perform the ‘duties of this office for

% | for the province he should find himself,
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8 chamber muttering that it was ar
‘Outrage. Whether it was a pity to cut
off the discussion may be a matter of

ipinion, but the “big guns”’ to the lefi
~the Speaker’s chair having spoken;
“it -seemed very likely little more of in-
terest would be heard from that side of
the House, so that perhaps, after al’,
the destinies of the country will not be
| seriously affected by the summary shut-
ting" off of“the speeches which the “born
orators’ might “otherwise ‘have inflicted
“npon the House.

VOTES GO THROUGIL,

‘Mr. Higgins (Esquimalt, govt.) wu.s
. called to the chair when the House, 1
~accordance with the resolution just pass-
. ed, resolved itself into committse of the
whole for the purpose of granting sup-
.ply.: The: consideration of the varioas
votes went through like clock-work, un-
til something in the shape of a small
was . unearthed: by the senior,
| member for.  Victoria: (Mr. Helmcken).
! The first thing that struck that gentle-
man was in regard to the reduetion of
. salaries in the administration of justice
! department, © particularly tha district
! registrar -of ‘the Supreme Court. ywho.
1 the @stimates said, received an additional’
salary of $500 from the Dominion.. Mr.
Helincken made the statement that this
‘ i mot gp. - Hon. Mr. Martin said that le
. had: bilieved that payment wa<.made,
_but the matter -would have t)y b2 .re~u-
L fied if it were otherwise. . The vote way
! passed.

Yote No. 32, $25,000,
ffices. for the year, was the next sub-
ﬁgct’of Mr. Helmeken’s attention. He

. wanted to know something about it.

land = registry

.he_ could give the hon., member? Mr.
~Helmcken said he wanted to know any-
- thing there was to. be known.
i  Hon, Mr. Cotton: said that it would
. be noticed on: comparing these estimates
with those of last year the amount in-
cluded in this vote amounted practically
_to the same as then set apart and de-
“tailed. Owing to the introduction of the
Torrens system of land registration in
the province, there would: be certain
hanges necessary; those changes could
not be decided upon immediately, and
therefore - it. had ‘.been impossible to
specify the individual sums to be includ-
ed in the vote.
Mr. Eberts (S. Victoria, opp.) said that

putting up positions for auection. That
was deliberate  twisting of the At-
torney-General’s, . words. He _believed
that one 'of the Gutiksiof the gové t
was. to take .the responsibility ofefinding
competent men to fill the various posi-
tions in ‘the eivil service at  salariés
which would be fair recompense, and he
had never heard from any of the mem-
bers opposite’ any compldaint as to the
appointménts the government had made.
| - The vote.carried.

{TH[E JUVENILE REFORMATORY,

|- Vete No:85, superintendent of ~the
juvenile reformatory, Victoria, $840, af-
forded another subject of conversation to
Mr. Helmeken. He referred-to the visit
paid to the reformatory by the commit-
tee appointed on the motion of Mr. Hig-
ging. He thought in the first place ‘the
reformatory should not be situated where
itis, in close proximity to the jail. The
effect was the boys were considered ‘as
jail’ birds. ' There should be some effi-
cient mieans of giving them» instruction

drawing: ‘them from ' their evil ways.
Then the ‘superintendent, owing to the
fact that twenty out of every twenty-
four hours' he had to be in the reforma-
: tory, was, in that sense, almost as much
a jail bird as the boys. He expressed
the hope that something would be done
to-remedy the present  unsatisfactory!
state of ‘affairs. .

THE MEMBERS INDEMNITY.

7 Some fun,was created when vote No.
42, indemnity to -members, $22,800, was
reached. Mr. Eberts started it by ask-
ing if there had been no change made.in
that, and then Mr. Helmcken fellowed
on by referring to -a previous occasion
when the willingness to reduce the ses-
sional: allowance to $400 had been ex-
pressed:'by members now- sitting on the
government side. He said that if the
Finance Minister would move to reduce
the amount to $400 he ‘woyld support it.
Mr. Cotton blandly recommended Mr.
Helmcken to move it himself. The sen-
ior'member for Victoria accepted the in-
vitation in- his 'most jovial manner and
sent up- the ‘amendment. He had pre-
Yiously expressed ‘his' opinion that the
valuable services rendered ‘by the mem-
bers - were worth 'more than the $600
they* now received.

My. Henderson .{New Westminster) pro-
posed: te vote .against. the amendment,
The’ arguments used by Mr. Helmcken: as
to the valve of the members’ services had

ond reading: of the Torrens land regis-
tey bill be had made the statement that
% the province of Ontario the system
cost between $50,000 and $60,000 4 year.
He was' told then by the Attorney-Gen-

~would - only cost $20,000, but now he
found that an iucrease had been made in
‘the “estimated cost. 'This must have,
formed the subject of conference between
‘the ministers and undoubtedly some ren-
son existed for the increase. What was
. the reason? !
{ Hon, Mr. Cotton explained that the
government had given the matter very
“‘careful consideration, and as the cost’

-they had thought it wiser to ask for
sufficient in this sum, rather than find
themselves compelled to increase in the
suppleméntaries. He had given all the
information on the subject that was at
his command.
: /. The vote passed.

SUPT. HUSSEY'S SALARY.

‘next vote, stipéndiary magistrates,
. was-also disposed ‘of;’ but the fol-

“Jowing one, No. 34, provincial police, |-

brought Mr. Helmcken to his feet again
with ‘a eulogy of Supt. of Provincial Po-
ice. Hussey. ~ He ecould not understand

what principle had been followed in the |

reduction’ of that official's salary. He
.had not ‘heard any eharge of incompe-
tency against him; he was an old, tried
and valued servant of the province and
it seemed a .decided hardship that he
should find his salary reduced at this

iHon. Mr:"Martin said the principle up-
on which the salaries had been fixed is

of the work they did, and not on the
basis of what kihd of men those officials
vare. . 'Where a man has been receiving
more than his office is ‘worth, and a
competent. man can be got to fill the
‘position, the salary had been fixed: at
~the. amount for which that. competent
“man could be secured and mot upon any
_speculation as to.how much the .present
incumbent of the office would be worth
in other -walks of life and ‘oceupations.
"He was convinced that the government
“eould secure a fully competent man to

$1,500 a year. He,thought indeed that
“‘that that sum was an excessive one for.
: the work of the position. ‘That was the
principle upon ' which the adjustments
had been made, and although the work
of carrying. that principle into effect is
‘ as yet incomplete, the government were
young and had not had time to thorough-
ly master all the details of all the de-
piartments. . This. was a_principle which
he bad no hesitation in saying would be
found. to- be in.the best interests of the
province and of the service,
+ Mr. Eberts could only follow in the
lead of Mr. Helmeken and speak very
ighly of Mr., Hussey.

Hussey . was holdinig .the .position: of su-
perintendent of provincial police. . He
had held a yery important: position. in

he upper. country.and+had been brought

: ﬁown here. by the late: Hen, Mr. Dayie ,
Trajl- because he was a man.whose-experience
4n by and ability peculiarly fitted him for the

important position] : It kesthinly jsepmed:

‘;2;* thard that after hé;hadisyorked so:lougis

He might. say.
Ahat. it was.  net. from. choiee .that Mr.

convinced: him,,.and he could not change
80 guickly as to be convinced one way,
and vote another the moment afterwards.
Bon. Mr. Semlin said that when a pro-
position; was made some years ago to in-
crease the Indemnity from $400 te $600 he
had. oppesed it on the ground tbat the
people had elected the members to repre-
sent them. at $400 a year, and he could
not .favor the idea of Increasing that
amount .unknown to the people and with-
out their hayving an opportunity ¢f ex-
preesing an opinion = thereupon. = Now,
however,. there had been several elections;
the electors knew well how much the mem-
bers. were getting and there wag no ex-
pressed desire for a reduction thereof.

* :Mr. Eperts thought the same  principle
which; applied to the superintendent of
provincial pelice applied to the payment
of members, and the people kpew very

wellA,l‘xqw much the superintendent was o
get, .yet the government proposed to
change it without consulting them,

‘Hon. Mr, Semlin pointed out; that there,
wAas. _no parallel between tiue two cases.
The. _clvi.,;' servants . were servants of the
' government. The members were the ser-
Sants of the péople. . ;

ME ‘AW, Smith favored the amendment;
Mr. A, BE. McPhillips was ready and’
willing 16 sacrifice himself in this way:
Col. Baker also favored the amendment.

Mr! J." P. Booth (Victoria, ' opposition)
opposéd ‘the reduection. '
might “Be sufficlent indemnity ' for those
those' 'who-lived in the country and had
to leave their restdences and business $600,
was none 100 much.

Mr. " Kellle (Revelstoke,
thought there ‘was a good deal to say in

pl'ed’ to' members in Victoria, but for meén

every year $600 was only suffiefent. He
was prepared to walk out of the house
if his: services were not valuable enough
to justify his taking $600. sessional in-
demnityi He moved an amendment to the

‘Victorta eity receive. $400 and (all otlier
members. $600.

Major-General XKinchant suggested that
members- for -Victoria be paild $100 and

of their ‘constitueney from the capital. .
Mr.' Neill (Alberni) pointed out that the
reduetion of the sessional indemnity meant

any poor man from entering parliament,
Ultimately both the amendment and the

ingisgloses upon 6 o'cleck the committee
rose; ’ reported progress and asked
to sit agein in the evening.

Something belng wrong with the electric
currefit; - the house” was in the gloaming
during:‘the last half -hour,
forth-:from: Mr. Kellle the peculiar state-

wished' the members to “go the’ estimates.
blind:” :

Mr. :Speaker took the chair, “saw six
 o’clogk,”tand the house adjcurned wuntil
(880,

¥ (% EVENING SESSION,

Reésufiing promiptly on time; Mr. Higgins
resuaied ‘the chalr in committee and My,
Helicken ' immediately’ proceeded” to dis-
{inguish iraself as a ‘critic ‘of the govern-
iment's ‘estimates: o

1 v, %ren w s
'PEINTING DEPARTMENT.

‘now; if he might say so, in the after-

yehaq noon of his life, reduced in ‘salary when
dce of: he might in other vocations have been
at of , earning more each year, R3]
Gt ol. Baker also objected to the re-
5. seat . duction of the salary“of the superintend-
three ' ent.
e riss | would have the result of demoralizing :
Booth | the service.
t im-

bell
ebate ' necessary owing to the way in which the

He believed that such a.course

Hon. Mr. Martin expldined that the
reduction’ in the salaries "had ' ‘become

d mp- ' late government had fixed the remunera- '

M.
d the , been placed on a basis or a system: a
greed

tion of employees. Salaries had “ not
i man had been paid not becanse of the
value of the work he did, but becanse he
wags persona grata withrathe .government;.
He admitted that MaewHussey: was i
moderately capable wkan, ' ‘there . wasg

was ‘big pay for the I¥ork attached=to
the" position. Col. Bdker had made “an'

g
>
iyl
brxs
303
aftg
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Anp - irc¢rease-of $6,000 in the printing of-
| fice: eat!mates eaused Mr. Helmcken to en
i quire- willy it oceurred. - He was informed
_that it was occasioned by a requisition.of
‘the.Queen’s Printer for-stock and material,

“PROVINCIAL MUSEUM.

A dqdqqgloli'ot $2,000 in the department
of _stuffed -animals hronght an enqairy
from Mr, Helnicken. It was explained as
being sav , by ‘the cutting off of an.un-

balance left over from.the last vote. Hon.
Mr. ‘Coﬁon said it was the intention to
stuff’ just as many birds and animals as
heretofore..

ASYLUMS AND HOSPITALS.

Mr. Helmcken made<ithie ‘'most of his op-
‘Bortwnitied «in sdiscussfug’ matters - pertaine
‘4Ingiite the -BrovinciallAsylum for Tnsanw
. and»the graatito hespitals.

“Mr.. :©Cotton ~guite, “wiling to oblige him.
"The increasedoeRtiniatecfor: that institutien
23105

e e ab 1€

SO

which would be of use to them and-.of

;eyerything that; was dope,. but that was

.|.they would probably have. some other ar-

The smaller sum ',

membérs who reside in the city, but for'|

government) !
favor of the amendment as far as it ap- -’

who ‘Pepresented a mining constituency and !
had to go over the greater -portion of it

amgudment, providing - that- members for !

' other: members according to the distance |

‘class  legislation” in that it -would prevent '
amendent to it were withdran, and it be- -

leave ;

which called '

ment that it seemed as if the governmert i

necessary .salary. and by ihere belng a:

He was parp< A
that' noulling. wonderful -“about “him thoweh (1. masty. desirons forifulk and complete 4n+! the gov ent ,in, the i
8 1 He still'aintained that ‘$1,500 a yéari s, wasion. abobt: therakylum, and found:d government ,in, Qhem%@oug Pros

requiring more attendants, an additional
medical assistant’ and increased cost of
maintenance owing to the greate
il , + A GTAT o XY
About the Jubilee hospital Mr.. Helmeken
had a greéat deal to say, his desire being
that the per diem per ‘patient allowance
be increased:to at least- sixty cents. He
eulogized the hospital ‘and. the “valuable
work done there, and inecidentally appealed
for similar recognition for the Nanaimo
hospital. . While not wishing the members
of the government any harm, he did think
that if some of them were to be inmates

Mr. McPhillips agreed with all Mr. Heél-
meken- said. Y

Hon. Mr. Martin maintained that these
things must be regarded on a bésiness
basis. Victoria had been receiving $10,000
a year from the provincial government and
the city only paid $5,000 towards it. In
Vancouver they had a hospital, of which
the people were also very proud, but they
i-paid $15,000 themselves. or three times the
cmount: received from the: government. If
Victorians are go proud of their hospital
they should pay for it. If they expected
the province to pay for it, it became a
provincial affalw .. Victoria had been unduly
favored In the:past, which aceounted for
the feeling that a hardship is now being
inflicted upon it. Vancouver might feel
| favored by this new change, but that was
because that city had been harshly treat-
ed. The amount allowed by ‘this grant
was a liberal  sum—33% per cent. "more
than was given in otaer provinces, where
the dost of living was ‘abont the same.

Mr. Helmcken followed with. another
‘eulogy of the Jubilee hospital, with: which
.he made 'bold to. say there was np other:
in the province -to compare.

The vote then passed.

“MORE ‘MEDICAL VOTES.

Votes to ald the resident physicians in
various localities were put through without
discussfon, except in the case of the
west' ‘coast, in’ regard to which a little
cross-firing occurred between Mr. Eberts
and Mr. Neill—in which the caustic mem-
ber for Alberni showed to advantage.

PRISONERS’ KEEP.

The sum of $23,000 hdd been set down
for the’ purposé of providing' maintenance
for prisoners in Jails, and Hon. Mr. Mar-
‘tin “explained fthat it was believed that
suh was necesshry ‘and the government al-
ways ‘boldly facéed such a proposition.

SHERIFFS' FEES.

This item of §2,500 led to an explanation
by -Mr. Bberts and the statement by Hon.
.-Mr. Martin to the effect that it was net
the intention of ;the government to pay
salaries for work that was not done. They
were quite willing to pay a .good price for

all, 154 :

Mr. - Helgesen . (Cariboo, - government)
wanted® to know!.what was golng to be
done about the sheriff at Barkerville, who
would not -havé enough to live on upon
th's: basis. Mr{ Martin sald the. govern-
ment could hardly be expected to pay
salaries because;someone must live. If the
sheriff at Barkewville.-could not live there

rangement madg]i J

v ME. A, W, ith wanted to know
. whether Mr. Bair, the comstable at Lil-
" looet,  was acting; within his right hy do-
'ing gther work jand acting as deputy to.|
the ‘sheriff. »

Hon. Mr. Martig said a circular had been
dssued to all the eonstables;forbidding this,
' and he was. rendering himself lable to in-

stant dismissal.pi;, i

I FIGHTING J¥FOR THE WEAK,

“Constitutiona¥Fiégislationand general law
' costs, $6,000,” called forth an Important
| statement from Hon. “Mr. Martin to the
effect that the gbvernmént inténds to aid
the ‘people ' who B> oppressed by rich and
powerful ‘ecorporitions, as, for fustance, the
settlers along tHe'line of thé C. P. R., who
were beicg denied the ' right' of using
: water, abd the Prospectors on ‘the E. & N.
'gra!lway lands. “Tt was proposed to fight
:all sueh powerfidl - corporatiens: who, by
i reason “of their¥iwealth; ' were taking ad-
vantage of the'men without méney, and
to fight them at'itbe most of ‘the province.
! There might ‘HoteHe -need of $6,000, but it
was thought well ‘to make what seemed
ample provision¥

ROAD SUPERINTENDENTS.

' ‘Answering Mr,, Booth, Hon. Mr. Cotton
explained that hencerorth It is intended

to make, a sepapate charge of road super-:f

intendents’ salaries instead of taking that.
amount out of the sum set apart for any
{' particular pu‘bl’,g; work, which wonld en-
| «ble a better ac"c;gunt to be kept and avoid
i abuses which existed under the present
system. e -
_ The work tof geing through the estimates
was continued . rapidly, -occasionally varied |
by objectiong from. the :senior and junior
members . for ¥igctoria.. One  amusing
| feature of the .evening was the vigorous
“kick” reg!stered by Mr, Price Ellison
against the small appropriation for Fast
Yale for roads, sireets and bridges, $13.-
000, Ar. Ellison said it was a big dis-
! trict. and the goyernment agent there was
{<a man’ who never asked for anything more
than was absolﬁ‘tely necessary, a statement
. which ' was recelved with marked in-
credulity:  Mr.Ellison "bezged the ‘govern.
ment “to take into cons'deration ‘the ad-
visability of spending meére money . there.
The roads were generally :worse in a farm-
{‘ing country - amd he had repeatedly been
“stallgdiBimse with 4 heavy toad.  Mr.
Ellison:*Kept" %fche subject, ‘ewen " after
the ¥ e had %een agreed to, trying - to
bring#iflie matter up again-in cdmparison
‘with other district appropriations: =

Interest in the discussion wane@ ik the’
time went on and the ‘press galléry. was
deserted, the @mewspaper - mem; Struggl.
Ing with the pEass of -ccamulated copy.
The committee #nally rose at ‘Scheélule A,
reported progress and asked Jeave, to sit
again, the house adjourning shortly.before
midnight until 2 o'clo¢k “to-morrow.:

N Eﬂg{;uary 22 1899.

The two femﬁ'i-é,s of flie proceedings in
the house to-day: wére undoubtedly the
speeches délivered by Hon. ‘Mz, Cotton:
and "Mz, Helrficken.  "The senior mem-
ber for Victeria. city has been growing
in oratorical strength:: very -rapidly. of
lhalte. and to-d he; excelled. #ll his’
| previous records e produced some
| printed copies$f whit he said was the
! correspondence,.syhich. had taken. place
Ibvtwean the government and. Messrss

McKenzié & Mann, diédiming that: he '«haﬂ
l been .driven to do,80 :Diwing g, the Taily
ure ofthe-government to biting down thes

returns he &
ago. The o {
what they thoueit wa

- weeks
“most of
rise for

founding upon it a, for him, very en-
tertaining speech.

H ,.br,, \ to use a colloquial-
ism, R 4% iocgg ”5i.n the discussion' on

the same measure and impanted a few,
nay, a whole lot of, useful and import-
ant truths for’ the benefit of the thon.
gentlemen on the opposition side. The
common talk in the lobbies during the
evening was that the Finance Minister's
speech was one of the strongest of the
session, and he reeeived many congratu-
lations on the éxcellent manner in which
he laid bare the skeleton of the much

of the hospital the proposed grant would | vaunted “railway policy” of the late ad-
be increased. I

ministration. 5

It was a day of business. Early in the
afternoon Hon. Mr. Martin suggested
that aill the seecond readings be taken
up and the committee stages of bills
on the order paper left over. As there
were -sixteen of these second readings
it was apparent there was going to be a
lot of work got through—and so it prov-
ed. The house was in session seven
hours, adjourning until to-merrow,  at
thirty-five minutes before midnight.

The Speaker took the.chair at. two
o’clock, and prayers were read by Rural
Dean Rev. W. D. Barber. !

The clerk of the house read the re-
turns 4o the writ for the election at
Nelson, certifying that Hon. J. Fred.
Hume had been elected for that constitu-.
ency, ‘Ordered placed on the journals
of the house.

Mr. Hume then entered the 'house,
escorted by Hon. the Finance Minister
and Mr. Green, was presénted to th
Speaker and took his seat. )

PETITIONS.
Mr. Green—From E. R.:Atherton and.

the consideration of the hotise in refer-
ence to the railroad and wagon roads of
that district. Ruled out of order as in-
volving - the expenditure of = public

monies.
REPORTS.

By Mr. Ralph Smith—Report of the
special - committee  to -enquire into the
grievances of the employes of the Vie-
toria & Esquimalt Telephone Company,
stating that fhe grievances which had
arisen might é‘;ve been remedied by the.
anagement
of hours emplbyvment per day given those,
employes. Reeeived and ordered printed,,
The report was published in to-night's
Times. - -

RETURNS.

Y

of ail. eorrespondence ‘between :the late
government and the late Sumas Dyking

Commiission.
SUPPLY.

The house then considered the reso-
lutions reported from the committee of
supply, which were severally passed up-
on and read a' second time, taken as
reafl a third time and duly passed.

NEW BILLS.
By Hon. Mr. Martin—An act to amend .
the Summary Convictions Act. Read a

first time; seeond reading next sitting of
the house.

MOTIONS.

The resolution standing in Mr. Turn-
er’s name, calling in question the con-
stitutiopality of the action of His Honor
the Lieutenant-Governor  in dismissing
his. late ministry stood over until to-
morrow, Mr. Turner explaining that this
course wgs acquiesced in- by the leader
of the government.

QUESTION AND ANSWERS.

Mr. Higgins asked the Hon. Minister
of Finance the following question: ‘“The
rate of interest paid on:bank overdrafts
.during the following year: 1894, 1895,
1896, 1897 and 1898,. .and the total
amount so paid during.the. said. years.

The Hon. Minister answered that there
were no overdmafts during 1894, but .in
1895, $19,889.40 at 5 per eent.  In 1896
and 1897 nothing paid named, but that
in 1898 there was the sum of $5,945.02
and the rate of interest was a portion of
the time five per cent. and portion of
time four per cent.

RETURNS WANTED.

Mr. Higgins asked when he might ex-
pect to receive the returns for which
he had asked relating to the Scandin-
avian settlerents in the northern por-
tion of the province on .the island and
mainland,

Hon. Mr. Cotton said he would make
enquiries on the subject.

BILLS BY MESSAGE.

of -the whole on the bhills brought down
by message from His Honor the Lieu-
tenant-Governor, intituled “An Act re-

“Act respecting liquor ' leenses.” Mr,

.| Higgins in the chair.

These were reported and the report
received, the bilis read a first time and
set for second reading at the next sit-
ting of the house.

ELBCTIONS BILL.

The Provincial Elections Bill (No. 13)

was read a third time and passed.

THOSE DISMISSALS.

‘Hon. Mr. Martin, brought down a re-
turn of the dismissals and new appoint-
ments made by the presext government.

PROSPBECTORS’ RIGHTS.

Hon. Mr. Cotton moved the second
reading of the Prospecting for Minerals
on Railway Lands Bill, and said that
the title of the bill explained very fully
the intention «f it.  The matter had also
been- discussed ‘on more than one ‘oeca-
sion ‘in the  house. = The'object of the
bill, was' to confer on frde miners equal
rights to prospect on lands belonging
to railway companies that they now en-
joy in regard to crown lapds. In this
case of certain grants to railway com-
panies prospectors had ‘fonnd -it. difficult
in following their occupation, and if not
absolutely prohibited, .intimations, : had
been given to them that they would in-
cur. serious. liabilities or penalities if they
continued.; The government held it swas
in the interest of the country. that any
rights enjoyed by the crown should be
conferred on those who hold free mdiners
certificates. “The rights. tq the percious
metals had been held to belong to the
crown and’ thé inferests’ of the crown
were available for miners and prospec-
tors to go on those lands and search for
the precious metals. Theré had been a
question raised, that because the preci-
ous ‘metal§ were mixed with base metals
therefore it ‘would be impossible #6r the
p crown to assert its nights, but he ‘held
thpt the crown had @ superior right to
these'-metals, ‘and if thit dhestion ever
cajie to be decidéd”thit ‘position would
bej sustained’ by the courts! - That was
what' the governiment proposed to confer
by ‘the . passage  of "this “bill, and he

1 duction -9f. this prnted pa
I Helmeken induol ;

| “novel reqdting)”. Boie’ 11r
| documend-from, heginnin

t, and Mr.

0% ed dr -
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thought every :hon. memberrtwould agree
it {wms in the public infefast, and, he
was al_so quite sure, im thé interest of
thzv railway companies: themselves,. al-

oughthey had ‘hitherto:put obstacles

=0t

463 other ‘citizens of Sandon asking for !

y increasing, the number jtral Railroad Company;

Hon. Mr. Cotton presented a return,.

The house then went into committee

lating to trade and other licenses,” and :

lin the way of those prospectors and
sought to derive a revenue from them.
There was no doubt that the greater
freedom and opportunity they gave to
free miners, the greater the advanage
to the railway companies themselves.
This matter brought up, although it
was not directly touched upon by the
bill, and therefore «could not be dis-
cussed now, another question which
sooner or later ‘would have to be faced,
and that was whether the provinee could
continue indefinitely ‘to allow large tracts
of lands to remain untaxed, beeause they
have been originally granted under such
conditions to mailway companies. This
bill must, nltimately lead to that. It
was a question which had come up on

States, particularly when the Union
Pacific ‘Railway was first suggested in
the ’60’s and congress passed an act
conferring great rights and privileges on
that company, and also gave it enormous
aid in the way of land grants, subsidies
and guarantees, and stated in the act
that the lands under that grant should
not be taxable until they were alienated,

company. That went on for a great
many years, but after a certain time it
became so onerous to some of the Wes-
tern States that had been carved out of
what was then known as the Great
American desert that great agitation
sprung up, and finally congress passed an
act annulling that provision after a cer-
tain date in the public interest. Al-
though that inatter was not before the
house to-day——

The Speaker reminded the Hon. ‘Min-'
ister that he ‘was not quite in order.

Mr. ‘Booth considered that it was'in
the public interest that the matter should
be discussed.

i Hon. Mr. Cotton, continuing, said that
although it did not come within the
purview - of this 'bill, the ultimate
policy of this legislation might be widen- |
jed in that way, and he desired to point
out the beneficial policy which this: bill

:soughrt to dnangurate.

Mr. Helgesen thought the bill was de-

" cidedly in the public interest, and would

_ receive his hearty support, It. would

,-apply, for instance, to the {Jassiar Cen-

to which a
land subsidy of 2,840 aeresjof land per
miile -had been granted, and they had a
right of selection over ;9,000,000 acres
éwhicb were supposed to, bg,avithin what
is known as the great Yukgn gold bear-

Ang belt.  The company. were allowed

“to stake out their lands in,lots of four

miles square, which gave them the right

to look into every gold bearing creeks
in this vast area, and they have sent-
prospectors out in armies. They could

perpetually, on free miners certificates,
and _When tkey had secured them, to the
detrfiment of the legitimate prospector

" they could come back to the government

and say: “Here is the charter you gave
us, we don’t want to build the road:”

Mr. Turner desired to correct the er-
rors: into which the last speaker had
fallen. Not one acre of land in the pos-
session of the Cassiar Central Railway
 Company had been kept from the miners,

but ‘was perfectly free to all prospectors,
until the blocks were laid out, and then
these blocks came to the company under
certain conditions, and no other land
except that contained within these blocks
were cloged to the prospector. And to
show how wrong the hon, member was,
;he had said there were 9,000,000 acres,
| That would cover a good part of the
whole district of Cassiar.. As a matter
of Tact, the total grant when they com-
Dleted the railway would not. have ex-
ceeded 800,000 acres. The hon, gentle-
man was S0 grievously wrong that hé
could not help rising to correct s
if he simply figured out the length of the
line he would find that it would not
possibly amount to 1,000,000 acres.

As to the other matters touched on
by the hon. introducer of the bill, he
felt doubtful whether it gave Yo the
prospector any more right than he at
present possesses. If it did, he had no
| objection to that, but he tho ght that
' prospectors could go on to an% private
lands by paying for any damage done.
All lands were open to the licensed min-
er. He would not have referred to' this
bill but for the error of the hon, mem-
[ber (Mr. Helgesen).

Mr. Helgesen still maintained that his
statement as to the railroad having the
right of selection over 9,000,000 acres of
land was a correct one,

Mr. Neill said that the measure was
of so much importance to his constitu-
jency that he could not afford to pass'a
silent vote. He congratulated the gov-
ernment on the introduction of this
measure, although the was sorry it did
not go further, but took the statement
of the hon, Finance Minister that it is
going further in the future. . The hon.
! Junior member for Victoria had said that
he‘ did not know any difference between
railway lands and crown lands, and the
s‘peak'er was surprised to hear the ex-
Premier say that if this bill gave the
brospectors more rights than they had
before, he was not aware of it. If hon.
members would spend a week or ten
dfzys in Alberni they would know the
difference. If they consulted .with the
hon.  member for Comox he would tell
tlvletm what that difference was. He (Mr,
Neill) Wwould point out one difference in
the railway belts in his district. In the
case of the railway belts a man goes and
prospects and as soon as he had located
a cl:nmv he had to go to the office of the
B. & N. railway and pay a deposit of
$12.5 as soon as he had recorded his
claim, the balance of & further sum of

months; ‘for which sum he Teceives the
surface tights and - the permission” to
work: the claim. ‘It can easily 'be seen
‘what aterrible burden it is to a poor
man to'have to pay the' amount of $125
and - guarafitee “the ‘payment of a fur:
ther sum of $125, when .the claim, . after
he has..got it; .may. not be worth' the
$2.50 he paid for recording it. On the
contrary. on crown lands, 3
required dssessment work, he -can hold
the ‘cl"_mm. as long as he likes, ‘and if
he wishes the surface right he pays
$5 an®acre, but is not reguired - to''pay
that §im for the whole of his claim but
fox: only such:portions as may be re-
quired’ for the buildings and necessary
work$! ete;; of the ‘mine, ‘
Agalx}, the owners of the land within
the “raflway" belt says: “Yon may go
and have the gold-and silyer but don’t
gouch my copper unless
it at.the rate of so much a ton.”
years ago,
the lands embraced within the rail
belt were first known and-the e;tgl(?ivt?:
tion of ‘them commenced; quite a boom
Wwas lnaugurated in the district, angd, had
the -pibspectors being allowed to  con-.
tinue ‘their work usinterruptedly a8, era
of progress would have  resulted and
thére. g*ud "have been g, fown ‘there
compazed with which the cft represent-
{ Aot ;

Some
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more than one oceasion in the United |

or passed from the possession of the !

{ termsg upon which they were willine

thold the valuable lands thus secured,l
|

him, but.

$125 being payable in six and twelve |

by doing the.}

you pay me for |

when the mineral wealth in |

“4Fhe bill.

|
i ed by his hon, friend, the member f,
!Rossland. would have been nothiny l{r
iouly needed' to point to the fact tl:;.xt ixL
l4Clayoqu0t:3 Just outside the railway 1\&*1‘1
|many claims are being taken uj 1
*yet the hon. members say they
;s:o,e any .difforeuce between the
;tlons \V]i'll(‘l.l apply to crown langs and
lands within the railway belt. l
| Hon. Dr. McKechnie believed t]
I was most necessary. Of course \
| the government would bring dowy
| unnecssary measure would be pek
| pose them guilty of foolishiness,

up, and
cannot

condi-

10 hill
to t}

to sup-
. ’J.) t
‘,2t Was necessary was proven by a
i ference to an advertisement px}lf
| by the B. & N. Railway Compan, i
,z‘ocal ne“"sl){ipers warning the p}. ic of
| “trespassing” upon the lands included iy
| the railway grant, and setting forth 11,,.
}te_rm's upon which the necessary .
mission to prospect for precious u‘m_‘
could be obtained. -
The late government obtained
cision to the effect that the precions
metals belong to the crown, but tlicv al-
lowed the owners of these lands 1,
I sult the intelligence of the governnie)y
; and of the people by publishing a notic
i stating they would treat as trespisser
all men who hunted for those metals. .
government which would so act, desepy.
ed to receive, as they did rececive. \
; expression of the want of confidence
| the hands of the electors.
| Mr. Eberts had no very great objeo
tion to the bill, but he had a good deul
of objection to some ot the ridiculoy
remarks of certain members on 1l
other side of the house. He did t
wish to specify to whom he referre,
but very likely the Minister of Financ.
would have a good idea who they were,
The president of the council had 1id
the late government was without dignity
“belcause they had not resented a cop-
tain notice by which they made certain

g to
allow the prospectors to £0 on cm::m
lapQS given to the company by the Do-
minlon government. The junior membyp
for Esquimalt could perhaps tell the
hou_se some of the circumstances ¢yp-
nected with the giving away of the
land of Vancouver Island. At that time
there was a great deal of friction 1}
tween (Canada and British Columbiy re-
garding confederation, and a commje
imissi-on was sent out here with power
| to settle certain differences between the
{two government. Among those ques-

tions were those relating to the dry
dock at Esquimalt and the railway lands
on the mainland, and they being settled
élt was agreed that the Dominion gov-
, érnment would secure the building of (}
!E. & N. railway as a part of the
i of confederation, and the

)o-

1¢
terms
people were
strongly in favor of the construction of
that .road. They were willing in fact
to give anything to see that road built,
‘ Mr..Eberts then went into a long dis-
| sertation regarding the Clements Bill
land the Settlement Act, and gave a re-
| sume of the arguments used so often in
iregurd to thg possibility of the bargain
im_ade not b'emg a good one, continuing
1 with a special pleading on behalf of the
i E & N. railway to the effect that not a
=smgle prospector had ever been turned
,oﬁ' the land comprised within the island
| mineral belt. He believed there were
!’2,000 stakings within that belt, and
i stated that the E. & N. Company were
| not only willing but anxious to make the
|- best possible terms with the prospectors,
{ as to further the interests of the railway
1 1t. was necessary that the greatest pos-
i sible amount of tonnage should be secur-
i ed. Relterati_ng the argument in regard
| to the necessity of observing the details
1,0f “a solmen contract” being carried out,
! Mr. Eberts emphasised the statement
'that' the grant of land giveh to the rail-
‘way company had been so given by the
‘Dominion government,

He believed this was a harmless act,
and believed that the company was quite
willing to allow all thousands of pros-
pectors to go on the lands to prospect
and to help them in every way possible.
(Mr. Neill, “No.”)

iMr. Eberts said he would not make a
statement like that unless he believed it
to be actually true. He referred to a
telegram he had read at a meetine in
Alberni during the election campaign
which stated that prospectors might go
on the lands within the railway belt and
extend the payments over a period of
five years.

Mr. Neill—Where are those telegrams
now?

Mr. Eberts made no answer to the
question, but proceeding, said prospec-
tors need not have paid anything until
after two years, and that if within that
time they could not find enough to make
it pay they need not pay anything. He
was sure that the hon. member for
Comox (Mr. Dunsmuir) would, had he
been in his seat, confirm that statement.
And, moreover, if the prospector having
secured his claim found that at the end
of a certain time found he could not
continue the necessary development
work, the company would be willing to
assist him in prosecuting the necessary
owrk, if he considered the claim was
such as was to guarantee further work
being done.

“No,” from Mr. Neill .

Mr. Eberts retorted that he knew
cases in which the company had done so,
and said he was assured that the com-
pany had not received more than 8150
from this source. He cited a case at
Chemainus where the had
been rendered by the company to a m::‘r
ing company and had been afterwards
told by the manager of the company that
the help rendered by them had been most
acceptable. Mr. Eberts concluded by re-
peating the statement that he did 10!
believe a single case could be found
where a prospector had been turned off
the land and that the company were €x-
tremely anxious that prospectors shoull
go and discover properties that would b
of value to the railway company, fo
transportation purposes only. :

Mr. Bryden N. Nanaimo, opp.) spok:
on behalf of the E. & N. Railway Com-
pany. He cited the terms contained in
the memorable Alberni telegram and re-
| ferring to the history of the E. & N
f Railway. said that the late Mr,v Robert
| Dunsmuir had been told by his Dbest
i friends that he would be ruined if h
carried out the scheme of building .,
railroad. Mr. Bryden said it wouid
| have been a good thing for Mr. Duns

muir if he never had built the road. an!
4.said he had favored for a 'lwm; time I,}-!i
appointment of a commission to 4'”}'?':‘»‘1\
into the administration of the land
within the railway belt. &

Mr. Higgins maintained that the 1‘1_.‘~
N, €o. had no right to dictate to ,‘11'.,"
{"mfiners what they shall do and wha
ifhey shall not do,, Telegrams and '\‘1:7;.‘»;
l~ments quoted had nothing to do W 1

Any citizen, he b(-hm"m]. ha
@ right to prospeet for the precious m¢
,"?alr;gin cox?smuemce of the decision “
“$he Privy Council. He had had as
S| o '
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much to do with the carrying o
negotiations which led to the
Dunsmuir carrying out the con
of the road as any man in the
and he believed that if the Ig
peen properly administered th
would have been to the interes
1)(‘0[)10 of the province. But g
prospectors, men whose work
sult beneficially if it were ca
without let or hindrance, wer
treated as trespassers. On the o
of the line trespass wore
people to whom it was advisablg
a shotgun.

Hon. Mr. Martin said he
House could accept the statemer
member for North Nanaimo as t
ment of the views held by the
Railway Company. He did no
refer to the past policy of that (
for after all, what had to be co
was the future, and he had bed
pleased to hear the remarks of t
 per for North Nananimo and agn
thea gentleman that it was in
interests of the E. & N. Railwsg

pany to afford every facility f
pectors and also to allow them
the land. That being the case, h
ed there would be no dif
ing the bill. and that the latte
protecting the interests of the p
would never have to be-made
He believed the result would be
one for the E. & N. Company
the people of the Island. He mj
say for the government. beca
We;'rP not looking for trouble, ar
be only too happy if the matter
itself out in the beast way.

Mr. Booth. as a personal frien
late Robert Dunsmuir. corrobora
had been said by Mr. Bryd
Punsmuir never wanted fto enf
bargain, and would have
but for the nressure brought
upon him. He wanted the
rights. the surface rights would y
induced him to take the offer,
was after the coal. Mr. Booth s
he believed the E. & N. Ra
pany were now preparcd to
pectors better terms hecause n
the idea that every prospect wa
a million had passed away. th
prepared to deal more liberally i
to those prospects.

Mr. Helmcken gave the bill hi
support. He had recently had
to go into the matter of these la
thoroughly, and believed that t
pany. speaking for himself as
vidual in this particular case. wo
liberally with prospectors.

Mr. Ralph Smith pointed out
whole difficulty in regard to freq
in the E. & N. Railway bhelt a
of the nublication of the notice
to by the president of the counc
member for North Nanaimo hag
that the company were willing
fairly with prospectors. but §
speaker) wonld ask the hon. senig
ber for Victoria whether the pul
of the notice referred to by the 1
of the council was not caleul
weaken the confidence of the
‘The action of the company in ¢
had not been such as to lead to
lief that the company would eJ
fair and liberal treatment to th
pector. He urged strongly thg
drawal of the notice referred to
hon. president of the council.

The bill received its second
in due course without a divisio

ROSSLAND RUSTLING

At the request of Hon. Mr. Ma
rules of the House were suspendd
low of the introduction of a bil
able the eity council of Rossland
row $150.000 for water works a
tric light purposes. Hon. Mr.
explained that under the M
Clauses Act a limit was placed
borrowing capacity of the town,
the -works here proposed to be
were remunerative, the positiof
different.  The reason for bringi
bill in at this late hour was oy
the faet that the municipality
nized ' the importance of making
tional provisions to nrotect the
of the ecity, and he thought the
would agree that where in a
like this towns grew so quickly
advisable to occasionally depart fq
ordinary rules of procedure. Hg
also mention that the council hs
unable until very recently to of
report from their engineer. and
the circumstances he thougcht the
would have no objection to the r
ing suspended and the bill introdv

The rules were suspended. the b
a first time, and the second read
for the next sitting of the House.

LAXND ACT.

Hon. Mr. Semlin moved the
reading of the bill to amend the
Act, and in doing so said that t
provided for some slight changes
gard to the sale and leasing of
The provision in the present act
presemptor should clear ten acr
fore able to take out his crown
had not worked well in the 1
wooded parts of the province,
was intended to change this.

The bill was read a second tim
Kellie saying that he wished to sed
slight changes made in committee.

LEGAL PROFESSIONS BI

The third reading of the Legal
fessions Bill, introduced by the Ho
Attorney-General, was read a thirg
and passed.

REMEDYING PAST BLUND

Hon, Mr. Martin moved the
reading of the bill providing for 4
Deal of certain railroad subsidies, 4
dong so said that the bill was in
to repeal certain subsidies of lan
cash granted by statutes of the pr
10 companies on conditions in reg
Tailway construction which had no
complied with. The first section
bill referred to a clause in the
Pealed which had heen acted up
a0 amendment would have to be m
Committee, It was not intended to
fere in any way with any cof
Which had acted upon the stat
Constructing the road. He had
]?Oked the fact the grant of the
Southern. had originally been gi

he Crow’s Nest Pass & Kootena

The Asheroft & Cariboo. an Ok
79ad apd the C. P. R. (Farwell) |
't would be seen that the statute

Om many other subsidy acts if
s S“b§idyf is given by the act 4
of thesg railways, but that the

TOvernér im'Council is authori
grint g subsidy. No subsidy hag
8ranted to any of these roads an
1(’;"0p08ed to take away from the

Overnor that power.

There had been granted subsid!

reg

sup

not




