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What’s So and What’s Not
So about Socialism

S e o S a—

By A. W. Ricker.

'DID YOU SAY -

That Socialists want to divide up Y-owm,:d markets for my raw mater-

We do want te divide the jobs so
equally that everybody capable of
working, or performing service of
some kind, will do his or her share.

That Socialism is against religion 7
Who told you so ! No friend of So-

* cialism said it, therefore, it must
have been an enemy. Socialism is
neither religious or anti-religious.

That Socialism is against the gov-
ernment 7 What government ¥ The
one that the big interests and mon-
eyed powers run ? You are right. Un-
der Socialism the government will be
direeted by the working class. There
will be only one elass—the working
elass, and we will all belong to it.

That Socialism will reduce every-
body to a dead level ¥ What level ?
There ‘will be a level all right. The

* tramp will be leveled up and the mil-
lionaire leveled down. The two will
meet on a plane where both will
work. We will thus get rid of two
sets of drones.

That Socialism is visionary ?
That's true. The Socialists have a
vision of a state of society where
each member will be assured of the
necessities of life. Have you no social
vision 7 Better stir yourself. The
possession of a vision is what dis-
tinguishes 3 man from a brute.

That we can’t get the machinery
of production away from the rich ?
They got it away from us. All wealth
comes from labor. What the trusts

- own they have filched from the work-

ing people through the profit system.
They did it according to law. What
has been done may be undome. We
will undo it, according to law,- BUT
WE WILL MAKE THE LAW.

That Soecialism will destroy the
home? What home? The one m
‘which the prostitutes live ¥ Correct.
Prostitution is carried on for profit.
Under Socialism there will be no
profit, henee no prostitutes. Under
Socialism the home where love rules
will flourish as it never flourished in
the world, because this home will be-
long to the family and never can be
taken away from them.

That Socialism is impossible ¥ How
do you know it is 7 Is it impossible
to so organize and manage idustry
that there may be a job for all ? If
so, our intelligence as a race is not
of a high order. A race that can in-
vent such wonderful machinery as
ours can construet an economic ma-
chine that will distribute the wealth
produced so that all may have a pro-
portionate share. This machine is So-
cialism. .

That Socialists want to take prop-
erty from those who have much and
give it to those who have little or
nothing 7 Someone has been “‘string-
in”’ you, who doesn’t know anything
more about it than you do. We want

the ownership of the mines, hctor—:

jes, and railroads to pass from pri-

~ wate to public or eollective owner-
ship. This Kind of property is eol-
Jectively used for the well being of
all the people. It should, therefore,
be collectively owned.

That Socialism will break up the
family ? What family? The one
‘where the man has theyeconomie pow-
er to abuse and mistreat his wife,
spend the family money for drink,
leaving his- children to suffer for
bread ¥ Yes, this home will be brok-

? Socialism will make women

That you ean’t change human na-
ought to quit

~ You ean change humanity just as you

jals ? s

That people won’t rent farms un-
der Socialism ? You are right. Some
will at first, but when we get things
going it will bé hard to find a man
foolish enough to give half of his
produets in rents when he can get
all that' he produces on a publicly
owned job. The men who own the
farms will have to do the farming.
We Socialists see clearly that we
will take possession of all the land
in thse district that is subjeet to ir-
rigation, because this kind of farm-
ing ean be done co-operatively even
now nmuch better than it can be done
lindividually. A thorough reeon-
struction of the farming system is
|bound to come. ~Socialists will not
"force a change on the people but this
change will come in response to the
wish and judgment of the farming
population.

That Socialism will destroy per-
sonal liberty and force people to do
what they don’t want to do? Mis-
taken again. Socialism will increase
personal liberty for those who have
but little now. None of us do exaet-
Iy as we want to do, not even the
rich. Do pegple want to live' in
sweat shops; do children want to
iwork in factories in the playtime of
life; do women like to wash for a
living; does anybody like to clean
spitoons; do sheriffs like to evict peo-
ple from their homes; do judges like
to send people to jail; do women
like to become prostitutes; does amy-
one love to hoe eotton in the burn-
ing sun? You see we¢ do things be-
cause it is neecessary to do them
more often than because we like "to.
There will be many unpleasant tasks
under Socialism. We will perform
them with machinery so far as pos-
sible. Our hours will be shorter and
our work pleasanter and safer, but
we will still do something we don’t
want to do.

That Socialism won’t work ¥ My
dear - skeptie, you have said that
about every piece of machinery in.
vented. You said -of the first rail-
road that the noise of the engine
would dry up the cows and scare the
chickens out of the summer erop of
eggs. Of the first steamboat that the
boiler - would blow up and the ship
couldn’t carry enough c¢oal to make
a trip across the sea. A group of
farmers stood about the first self-
binder ever put on the platform of
your dealer and with a knowing look
they said. “Too much machinery, tog
corcplicated, never will work.”” When
the first eream separator eame out
how - you laughed at - the idea of a
piece of machinery getting the eream
out of milk. ‘‘Nothing but an old
crock in the cave would do it,”” you
said. When the first cotton picking
machine came you laughed ? ““A nig-
.ger’ and a mule is the only way to
Eraise eotton,” you said. How you
{laughed at the first automobile. You
don’'t laugh at these things any
more. They are machines which do
work, but most of them are made to
work you. All are used in such a
way as to harvest a bigger crop for
the trusts to dividé. Now Socialism
is an economic machine through
which system the people will own the
whole process of production and dis-
tribution. Those who understand it
know it will work. Those who laugh
at it are just like those who laughed
at the binder and the cream separ-
ator. You are. a goose, my dear
friend, and the capitalist is-plucking
your feathers.

We can’t get along without a boss ?
{ About half the Reople at the time of
Ithe revolution said we couldn’t get
{along without a king, but we have.
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Weads ate out and your heels in. You
kick each other. Learn to be as elags-
conseious as the wild ass. The capi-
talist is your economic enemy. He is
on your back. He won't get off till
you kick him off. Kick him with
your Socialist 'ballot. It's the omly
way you will ever get your freedom.

This artiele will be - published in
Leaflet form at 80 cents per 1,000.

—_— t————

Socialism will be good for trade.
Under Socialism the trade of a coun-
try will grow by leaps and bounds.
Canada will become under its mEme
a marvel of happi and busie:
extension. Capitalism stands in the
way of trade development. It can be
easily proved that this is so. The
working elass is the great ‘purchas-
ing elass. Under ecapitalism this
great produecing and purchasing class
is given in wages only enough to buy
baek one-fourth of what it produces.
Its wages can only buy a fraetion of
the wealth it itself has ereated. So-
cialism will give the workers all they
produce in the way eof social values.
Thiis the great working class will be
able to buy four times what it does
now. The more it produces the more
it can buy. Laurier says that reéi-
procity will broaden the markef. If
he wants to see a wider market,” why
does .he not take up Soeialism
WHICH WILL GIVE TO THE
WORKING CLASS OF CANADA A
PURCHASING POWER FOUR
TIMES AS GREAT AS AT PRES-
ENT ? The reason is because Laur-
ier does not want to see Canada re-
ally prosperous.

NEXT WEEK

Watch for the Next Issue. It will
be a powerful issue with a full page
cartoon and special article on
“"Who Desiroys the Home.” You'll
make no mistake in ordering a
bundie in advance. Only 50 cents
per 100. The greatest yet.

-
JUST OUT

Fresh from the Chas. Kerr press,
three handsome books, the latest
word on Socialism. ‘“Trdustrial So-

cialism,”” by Wm. Haywood and
Frank Bohn. “Shop Talks in Eeo-
nomies”” by Mary “Mar “The

cy.
Strength of the Strong,” by Jack
London. Take my word for it, that
these books are the best yet. The
price is 10 cents per copy or as a
special inducement, the thrée for a
quarter, postpaid.

You hear people sneer at Socialism.
They say it will not come in our
time. These people do mot understand
how revolutions work. First of all
comes a change in the economie basis
of society. Such a change has been
going on during the past hundred
yéars and is almost accomplished.
With a changing economic basis,
comes a ¢hange in the intellectual
conception of things. This is the
second stage and is the mental revo-
Iution.  This is almost accomplished.
Thirdly comes the actual transforma-
tion of society through political rev-
olution. This last is the only stage
which the ignorant anti-Socialist
thinks about. Simply because there
does not appear to be many Socialist
candidates running, these scoffers
think that Socialism had not made
progress. The last stage of a revolu-
tion is the quickest. It may oeceur
in 3 night. The social revolution will
soon finish its last stage.

Someone wants to know what will
become of the tariff question under
Socialism. There won’t be any. When
industry is managed without profit,
most departments of government
will become self-sustaining, without
taxation. Those that are not, such
as the schools and administrative
functions, will probably be sustained
by direct taxation. At any rate, the
tariff, for the benefit of ‘“‘infant in-
dustries” that are private momopol-
ies, will surely end. As everything
will be sold at cost,
petition can not injure workers then.

foreign com- |, ;y;

American Socialists have been hold
ing the first annual congress of Soci-
alist municipal officials at Milwau-
kee. When will the Canadian Social-
ists hold a like congress ?

British laborers are refusing to
transport soldiers and war materials
to strike areas. The British worker
is learning sense.

WORKERS ! LEARN A LESSON

By Fred Rowlett, Norwich, Ont.

The cry of Labor in Old England at
the present moment is: ‘“Give us this
day our daily bread.” Aye! and not
on bended * knees either; but with a
elub in each hand. :

Labor, on his marrow bones has
too long been grovelling.

The time has come for action.

Workers of Canada learn a lesson
from Old England. Here you are at
the present moment squabbling about
something—no one knows ‘xactly
what—ecalled ‘“‘Reciprocity.””

Over in Old England we have “Free
Trade’” but there, as elsewhere, we
have unemployment in its most acute
form, with all its attendamnt evils.
Reciproeity or no reeiprocity, light
tariff or no tariff, Grit or Tory,
Tory or Grit, which ¢’er you choose,
you are in the same dirty ol ditch.
It matters not to you which we may
have.

““The poor are always poor.”

Should you ' lay down your tools
and demand to be treated as human
beings, and not/ as property, ‘‘the
government ado{)ts a firm attitude”
—ves, against -labor. You are dub-
bed ‘“‘the mob,”” “‘the ne'er content,”
““the ne’er do well,”” “‘the unthrifty.”
Aye, even your dear old party rag—
the Daily Error, whieh you hug so
closely to your breast—turns against
you.

Fellow workers, how long will yon
allow yourselves to be fooled, hum- |
bugged, and poisoned by spcdous:
promises and parasitical liars ¥ How
long will you allow yourselves to be
fooled, poisoned and humbugged by
the arch-enemies of the Christ they
hypoeritically and basely’affect to
believe in and follow ?

Workers of Canada, at such a mo-
mentous time as this, let us hear
your voices ring throughout the
length and breadth of this delightful
land of yours. Shake off these ‘‘drones
that labor mnot.” ““Turn from thy
wickedness and live.”

.““Give us this day our dajly bread,”
Aye and butter too, and learning
and knowledge and wisdom too. Re-
member, it is the possessing classes
which have robbed you of these
mighty things. Have nothing to do
with one or the other. And forgive
them—not—*‘‘that trepass against
us.”” No! this is not the time for
the forgiving of past tyrammy, rob-
bery, and oppression. No. We have
forgiven too long. -

Labor, straighten your back, square
your shoulders, look the facts of the
world full in the face nobly and fear-
lessly. Remember the poet says
“Our doubts are traitors.” Join the
Socialist Pafity, seize hold of every
comrade’s hand, rally roummd our
blood-red banner, and knee to knee
and shoulder to shoulder, we’ll storm
the city of Mammon.

Men and women, heirs of freedom,

Form your legions in the field,

Never bend as serfs medieval,

Never to the tyrant yield

Concentrate your strength and ecap-
ture

What belongs to you by right:

A heritage of equal splendor,

A happy day, a peaceful night.
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Two New Leaflets

Election on. Now is the time to
push propaganda. Cotton’s has just
Ebll&nd “The True Purpose of the

y Secout Movement, 4 pages 7 x 11

inches, splendid eartoon, ith anti-

matter. “Get off Our
Backs,” with large illustration, same
size, and ** ,"" by
Chas. Kerr. Biggest thing in leaflets
yet dome. Price, 25 ecents 100
copies; $1.25 per 500 e per

it

To the Fectors of-St. Lawrenc Divsio, Mol

VOTE FOR :
THE SOCIALIST . CANDIDATE :

W. U. COTTON, B.A., B.C.L.
FOREWORD -

~ Belore you read the Manifesto, I ask you to forget, for awhile, that
you are Liberal or Tory, Jew, French, English or Canadian. Do mot econ-
sider it from: the point of view of a Catholie, Protestant or Agmostie, but
examine it as a man free from prejudices. If you have time, read it over
often enough to realize the significance it sets forth. All that is stated in
it is absolute truth. Grasp' the truth, value the truth, for the truth
shall make you free.

Socialism does not come to tell you what you must do, but to fres
vou, so that you will be able to do what you want to do.
.

MANIFESTO

Of the Socialist Candidate for St. Lawrence Division, Montreal

To The Electors of St. Lawrence Division;

The principal issue being fought out in"this campaign by the old po-
litical parties is, Reciprocity with the United States. The Liberals favor
and the Conservatives oppose it. The Liberals declare that reciproeity
will bring prosperity, the Conservatives tell us that it will mean ruin.
They are both right for no matter which one of these two parties gets in-
to power, it will be to the advantage of capital and to the detriment of
labor.

The Socialist party offers yon the only platform whose adoption will
result in benefit to the people and serve to put an end forever to the ter-
rible struggle for existence. Our program is a thousand times more im-
portant than the programs offered you by the old parties.

You are being crushed, robbed and cheated because the Lands, Mines,
Railways, Factories, all the ways and means of production are owned and
controlled by the few and used entirely for their benefit. We Socialists
say that all these things should belong to the people as a whole and be
used for the good of all. England has reciprocity with many countries,
yet the workers of England live in a state of poverty fearful to behold. In
“countries like France and Germany, where they refuse to have recipro-
city, we find that the condition of the people is as bad as, if not worse
than their eondition in England.

Tariffs have very little to do with the question, for we find that the
bulk of the working people are condemned to endure a life of poverty and
degradation no matter whether they live in a high tariff, low tariff or no
tariff eountry.

During the past you have always looked to either the Liberals or the
Conservatives to manage the affairs o your ecountry. You presumed that
they would look after your interests. You know the result, Your ecomom-
ie condition has been gradually going from bad to worse. - The struggle
to earn your living was never made easier no matter who you put in
power; on the contrary, it has steadily become more intricate and diffi-
cult. Your wages will not allow you to live the life a human being is en-
titled to in this age of wonderful invention and progress. For many years
past rents have been going higher. The cost of all the necessaries of life
has tremendously increased. It is true that in some trades your wages
have risen, though never proportionately, but in most cases they have re-
mained stationary or declined. At one time a worker could afford to live
in a decent house with healthy surroundings. But now his home is in a
small flat surrounded by unhealthy slams.

Just before every election the Liberal and Conservative politician flat-
ters you and makes all kind of nice promises. You usually fall. Are you
going to fall again ? After the elections of the past you have always found
yourself just as badly off as before. Is it not time that you made a change
and put a party into office that stands on the side of the people and is
opposed to the money powers? The Liberal and Conservative politicians
are the servants and tools of the Railway and Corporation magnates.
They are financed by the wealthy elass and therefore have to do its bid-
ding. The best evidence of this is in the fact that all laws passed to-
day are solely in the interest of capitalism.

A Word to the Trade Unionist

Do you eleet your Employer as an officer of your trade union? No.
Then why do you elect him to look after you interests in parliament ? The
capitalist will surely look after his own interest if you send him there.
Remember, his interests are absolutely opposed to yours.

You would not think of sending your master to represent you as a
delegate to 3 trade union congress; yet you have always semt him to rep-
resent you in the most important eongress in the nation—your National
Parliament. Is is not time that you woke up ?

As a Socialist I am absolutely opposed to the Master elass. I stand
for the workers alone. I pledge myself to the Socialist party that if elect-
ed, I shall favor all measures that will benefit the working class and op-
pose all measures that antagonize their interests.

Read carefully the platforms of the Liberals and Comservatives. You
will fail to find anything in them that will materially benefit you. The
platform of the Socialist-party is for you alone and is entirely opposed
to the parasitic capitalist class, who render no useful serviee to the Na-

PLATFORM

1. To abolish private owmership of the
food, clothing and -shelter.

2. To make the Land, Railroads, Public Utilities; Factories, Mills,
Mines, Inventions, etc., the collective property of all the people.

3. The democratic organization and management of industry by the

means of proeuring our

people for the people:

4. To produce the necessities of life for use instead of for profit.

5. To see that all shall have the right to work and eamn their living.

6. To see that no one, except the weak, sick and infants shall live by
the toil of others.

To understand Socialism, you must become 5 student. We invite you
to the Socialist Party Committee Rooms, No. 3 City-Hall Avenue, near
Craig Street. 3 =
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