THE LADY
OF LYNN

By SIR WALTER BESANT

Copyright, 1900, by Sir Walter Besant

castle.”

“'I!.d. madam,”
declaration,

thing but | had it
“¥r. Risinz. you think 1
§® Foer po 20w 9

& 28 Lott 3

P short hour.”
“Yon waste words, sir.”
“You will have to alight,

my wife.”

at the horses’ Leads.

me afterward.

#time and then slipped out.”
“8ir,” she said,

. Heavens!

"lalnn."

do

ik
:

i
§

t
i
§
;

:
i
§

]
it

1]

Tery

madam.
post chaise is here to carry us to
Vootten, where the parson waits to
us. In an hour, I say, you shall

to make her stand at once,
To get into the post chaise with
mas would be dangerous, even |
h she was as strong as bLimself, |
since she as not a drinker of |
she was in better congition.
“Y Jooked round at the house,”
1 “1 thought that if+4
“‘ get into the house I might gain
time—perbaps 1 could bar the
ir, perbaps I could find that griddle
‘the frying pan of which I spoke.
§f it came to using the bodkin there
d be more room for my arm in a
than in a chair or a chaise. Sol
one more parley in order to gain
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. *What'a villain is this!™ said Molly.
1s In love with my fortune, and be
it is my person. He think#"
my fortune when be runs away
You are a highwayman, Mr.

A common thief and a common
, You shall be banged outside

E Rising swore a great oath, call-
‘ing, in his blaspbemous way. upbn the
rd fo Inflict dire pains and penalties
" mpon bim if be should resign the lovely
of ‘his affection now i Lis pos-
Yod*bave beard that be had
“Feputation of a reckless darederil
‘9rbo stuck at pothing. was daunted by

othing and was like a bulldog for his

he concluded
“1 am resolved to

you—=resolved. Bear that in

*And 1, sir, am resolved that | will
Dot _marry you—resolved. Bear that
-

#Xever yet did 1 resolve upon any-
No: never yet.”
S |

ve at Wootten,

parson-hath promised to awaig us
You shall be my wife within

“Molly looked out of the other win-
yw.  The post chaise was there with
[ pair of Borses and the postboy walt-
She would
there

“] give you one more
: of retaining’the name and rep-
lion of gentleman. Carry me back
ﬁo await the vengeance of my
1 warn you solemnly that
—h will be done before I marry
; understand, sir, murder of you
your confederates or of myself.”

She. spoke with so much calmness
with so much resolution that she
d all his native obstinacy. Be-
it was now too late. The news of
e abduction would be all over Lynn;
carry the thing through. He
another loud and blasphemous
i How he was punish-

How swiftly and speedily!

Molly stepped out of the chair. Tom
Rising. his hat in band, again bowed
sald, “you are well
me hand you into

‘she waited a moment, thinking
1 mext. A rustliing
that she was

E

and
we,
diree-

she

g

ing large enough for hér passage. She
~went up and foumd berself by the dim
rushlight in an upper chamber the floor

~.0f which was covered with flock beds
laid on the boards. Thkere was one
small frame of glass in the roof, a win-
dow which was not made to open. The
place reeked with foul air worse than
the orlop deck or the hold after a voy-
age.

Down below she heard .her captor
kicking at the door. Apparently the
old woman drew back the bblt, for he
came in noisily and swearing horribly.
Apparently the old woman pointed to
the ladder, or perhaps the glimmer
from the room above guided him. He
came to the ladder and tried persua-
sion.

“Molly, my dear,” he cried, “come
down, come down! I won’t harm you.
Upon my honor I will not. I want only
to put you into the chaise and earry
you off to be married. Molly, you are
the loveliest girl in the county. Molly,
I say, there is nobody_can hold a can-
dlé to you. Molly. I will make you as
happy as the day is long. Molly, I love
syou ten times as well as that proud

re me
Once lord. e will not marry you. There
an. to - a man in all the company I will

Dowu’t think I
any other man have you. Con-
it. Molly. why don’t you an-

fizirt for your sake.
let

or now she kept silence. The more
be parleyed the more time she gained.
But she found one cr two loose boards
that had been used for laying in tres-
ties for the support of the flock beds.
She laid them across the trapdoor.
There was, however, nothing to keep
tkem down.

Then Tom Rising began to swear at
the old woman.

“Youn fool! You blundering, silly, jen-

ny ass of a fool! What the devil did
you give her the candle for?”
du't give it. She took it.”

“1
" get another candlp. then.”

ere are no more candles, master,”
the old women in her feeble voice.
t the only one.”

ily. if you “'un'l come down, I
shali force' my way up.”

8till shie kept silence.

He 100k 10 steps un the ladder and
ift=d the Loards; showing the fingers
of lis left hand. Molly applied ber
sii.f+ gentiy. but dexierously; but it

touched the bone and taught him what
to expect. He drew back with a ery of
tage:

“Come down,” he said, “or It wlll
be worse for you. @bme down, I say.”

He had not reckoned on a knife and
on the girl’s courage In using it.

“You have mo food up there,” he
| went on. “Your window is only a light
in the roof looking away from the road.
No one from Lynn will come this way.
If they do, they will see nothing. You
had better come down. Molly, I shall
wait here for a month. I shall starve
you out. Do you hear? I will set fire
to the thatch z2nd burn you eut! " You
shall come down!”

80 he raved and raged. Meantime
the two chairmen, who were his own
servants, stood pole in hand, one in
front of the house and one behind, to
prevent an cscape. but this was im-
possible, because the
beard, had no other window than a

common glass.

“Jack,” she told me, “when he talk-
ed of setting fire to the thatch, I con- |
fess I trembled, because, you see, my
knife would not help me there, and,
indeed, I think he would have’done it, |
because he was like one that has gone |
mad with rage. He was like a mad
bull. He:stormed; he raged; he cursed |

ber | st swore; he calied me all the names |

you ever heard of, sich names as the
sallors c¢all their sweethearts when
they are in a rage with them, and then |
he' called me all the endearing names,
such as loveliest of my sex, fairest
oymph, tenderest beauty. What a
man! What 4 man?”

room, as you have |

small, square opening in the roof, in |
which was fitted a plece of coarse, !

Meantime she made no answer what-
ever, and the darkness and the silénée
and the obstinacy of the girl were driv-
ing the unfortunate lover to a kind of
itadoess, and I know not what woull
bave happened.

“Molly.” he said, “willy uvilly, down
sou come. I shall tear down the
thatch. [ would burn you out, but 1
would not spoil your beauty. [ shall
tear down that and my men
shall carry you down.”

Then Molly made answer.

“I bave a knife in my possession. Do
not think that I am afraid to use it
The first man who lays bands on me I
will kill, whether it is you or your
servants.”

“That we shall see. Look you, Molly,
you are guly & merchaot’'s daughter;
and I am a gentleman. Do you think
I valpe that compared with marrying
sou? Not one whit. When we are
married, 1 will buy more land. I will
be the greatest landowner of the whole
county. Sir Robert will make me sher-

he o,

iff. 1 will go Into pariiament. Molly,
ke will make me a peer. Come down,
Isay.”

But she spcke no more.

Then he lost control of bimself and
for awhile stamped and swore, threat-
ened and cursed. “You will have it
then? Here, John, go and look for a
ladder. There's alwars a ladder in
the back yard. Put it up against s
thateh. Tear it down. MaZke a hole in
the roof. Tear off the whole roof.”

The man propped his chalr pole
against the door and went round to
160k for the ladder and to obey orders.

“So0,” Molly told me, “I was besieged.
Mr. Rising was below, but I had my
knife, and be was afraid to venture up
the steps. I heard the men clumping
about outside. 1 heard them plant the
ladder and climb up. Now, a country-
man who understands a thatch is able
to tear it off very quickly, either to
make or mend a hole or to tear dowe
the roof altogathier, and T feared that I
must use my knife seri ly. Was ever
woman more barbs
Weli, 1 waited. By the quick tearing
away of the straw ! saw that the fel-
low on the ladder knew how to thatch
a rick or a cottage. In a few minutes
there would be a hole big enough for
kalf a dozen men to enter. Jack.” her
cheek flushed afdd her eye brightened,
“God forgive -me, but ¥ made up my
mind the moment that man stepped
within the room to plunge my knife
into his beart™

Howen r, this last act of defense was

(‘rl(»d the po:
waiting with the cha’s
be men on horse g£a ing.
doubt they are coming after lue l:ld\'

Tom Rising stepped to the door and
looked down the road. The day was
already beginning to Lreak. He saw
in the dim light a ccmpany of horse-
men galloping along the road. It was
a bad road, and there had been rain, so
that the borses went heavily. They
were very pear. In a few moments
they would be upon him. He looked at
the chaise. He made one more effort.

“Molly,” he said, “come down quick.
There is just time. Let us have no
more fooling.”

Again she made no reply. Knife in
hand, with crimson cheek and set lips,
she watched the hole in the thatch and
the man tearing it dway.

Tom Rising swore again most blas-
phemously. Then, seein at the game
was lost, he loosened his sword in its
scabbard and stepped into the middle
of the road.

CHAPTER VIL
THE PUNISHMEST.
MUST admit that In
the conduct of this af-
fair Lord Fylingdal

Y em e ot e A

Be will be found. :After the assembly
be goes to the Rose tavern, where be !
drinks ail night™

“Let some one go to the Rose tavern,
then, and guickly. Captain Crowle, we
will go to the Crown while inquiries
are made. Gentlemen, there is great
suspiclon that an abominable crime
hath been committed and this young
lady hath been forcibly carried away
for the sake of ber fortume. 1 take
blame to myself for not making sure
that | was placing her in her own
chair. This is my business. Baut I ask
your help for the bonor of the spa and
the company.”

A dezen gentlemen stopped forward
and offered their heip and their swords,
if pecessary. Among them was Colo-
pel Lanyon,

“Come, then; let us adjourn to the
Crown and make inguiries. Be of good
cheer, captain. We wijll find out which
way they took. If they bave nothing
but the chair to carry her away, we
can easily catch them uvp.”

“] know my girl,” said the captain.
“It 1s not one man who can daunt her,
nor will a dozen men force her to mar-
ry against her will. If they try, there
will be murder.”

“If we cannot find the way they took,
we must scour the country.”

At the gates of the garden they learn-
ed that the keeper bad seen the chair
go out and observed that it was closely
followed by a gentleman whom he
could only describe by Lis Neight,
which was taller than the aveérage.
Now, Tom Rising was six feet at Jeast.

At the Crown, in Lord Fylingdale's
room, they held a brief consultation,
after which the gentlemen who had
volunteered their belp went ocut inte
the tewn to make inquiries

In a few minutes they began to re-
turn. It was ascertained that Tom
Rising was neot at bhis lodging, nor was
he at tke Rose tavern, norcouid he be
found at any of the taverns uvsed by
gentlewen, This strengtbened the sus-
picion against bim. ' Then one remem-
bered the strange words of the early
morning in which Tom Rising bad
promised his friends that he would be-
fore the next day was done be the rich-
est man in the county — rich enough
to play with them until be bad stripped
every man as bare as Adam. Those
words were taken as mere drunken

ravings. But now they seemed to have
bad a meaning. Where was Tom Ris-
ing?

Another discovery was that of the
two men belonging to the chair In |
which Molly was carried off. They
were found in one of the low taverns
| by the riverside drinking. One of them
was already too far gone to speak;
the other, with a stronger head, was |
able to give Information, which he was |
guite peady to do. A gentleman, he
said. had engaged the chair and had
}g:un then: a guinea to drink if they |
would suffer bim to find bis own chair- |
{ men. His description of the gentle- |

showed both coolness
and _resolution. The
news that the heiress
of Lyan had been ab-
! ducted spread immedi-
ltelr tbrwgh the rooms. The whole
company flocked to the doors, where
Lord Fylingdale stood calm and with-
out passion, while beside him the old
| eaptain stamped and cursed the villains
unknown.
He called Molly’s chairmen. What
bad those fellows seen? They said tho*

| they were walting by orders; that an-
| otber chair stood before them at the |

door, the bearers of which were strap- |

gers to them, a faet which at this '
| erowded seasom occurred «nustantly:
that a gentleman whose u tiey
knew not, but whom they had ST
the streets and at e assembly, mostly
drunk, had come out hastily and spo
ken to these chairmen: that his lord
ship himself L] Landed the lady into
the chair and 2losed, the doors, to their
astonishment, beeause they were them-
selves waiting for the lady, and that
the chair was carried of Instantly,
leaving them In bewilderment, not
knowing what to do.-

He asked them next for a closer de-
scription of the gentleman. He was

| young. it appearcd. He was red in the

face. He looked masterful. He cursed

{ man corresponded with that already |
furnished. He spoke of a tall gentle-

| man with a flushed face and rough |
| manner of speech. He knew nothing
more except that two men, strangers
to bimself, had taken the chair and
carried it off.

“Gentlemen,”. ‘'said his lordship,
“there can be, I fear, no doubt. The
abduction of Miss Molly has been de-
signed and attempted by Mr. Rising.
Fortunately he canuot bave gone very
far. It remaios for us to find the road
which be has taken.”

Thev fell to considering the various

roads which lead out of the town.
There is _the highroad to Ely Cam-
‘bﬂd.n and London, but to tarry a
‘rhllrwl(h an unwilling lady in it on
the highroad, fréquented by night as
well as by day with trav of all
kinds and strings of pack "would
be ridiculous. There was the road
| which led to the villages on the east
side of the Wash. There was also the
road to Swaffham and Norwich.

{All business letters, copy, ete.,}

"oﬁiﬂ,lbﬁ-

CLENY o
The Kind Ycu Have Always B
in use for over °J

Experine ut-. 4
Infants and (.hl!\l en—Expe

What is CAQ

Castoria is a harmle
goric, Props and Soo
contains neither Cpl
substance, Iis
and aliays Feve

The l hildre

o0 since its infancy,
cive youin this,
s~good ¥ are bug

T the Lealth of

+ U5 -

Experiment,

ORIA

CEHUINE C,Q-:,’g ORIA ALWAYS

Ec

=3 the Signoture of

The Kind You Have Always Bnught

ln Use For Over 30 Nears.

CENTAUR COMPANY, 7T SURAAY STACET, NCW YORK OFTY.

N Once |

1 followed a

Over the hills

To the “lan

Followed the
wisp,

(] g U sheeding

Always a thot
Jast over tl

Then I saw tl
Saw that th
I had taken t

To the *‘las
Had given th
To the cha:
That was onl

Where God

I buried a tio
P s — There by tl
In a grave to
THE In my “‘lan
| . Then 1n the ¢
il i Slowly I tu
dSLErD TOWDSNHIPS Dank | f -~

£ path
That leads

= : When 1 sz
Fmploys 2 System which makes e
it easy for its out of town deposi- Ty
Skining cl¢a

tors to open accounts and transact ~ s ok
n /A roa
business by mail with any of its day.”
Then a peace

fect
Enveloped
81 EIG HTY'ON E I 81 For | saw al
- At “tomo
BRANCH OFFICES e ¢
Derartep INrérvation-FrrsIsHEp oX REQUEST THE U!

P, =)

“Lot the GOLD DUST TWINS do your work”

i “If time is money
the use of trying to wash dishes 1095 times a year without

Gold Dust Washing Powder
right

” GOLD DUST

ﬁﬂlﬂyt money-saver. Whatis

the Insuranc
shook hands
“My wife
ttme the last
I. M., as he
Finnegan h
been able to
the evening.
“Well, th
6 be the ma
ed the Static
““Oh, she
has been pre
my wife tool
work Tand |
Aml'lh« e w
ter besides.”
“ Well, 1
seem to be t
ly remarked
“ That's
Agent, “hi
that there is
shoud not b
“ How's
ance Man.:.
“Why ju
a woman de
1 doat
uscless wor
and the ¢
Either our 1

“or some oth
“No? 1

lnder our present system the mp-[
italists get hold of great quantities of
goods which they want 1o sell the pub-
fic. If the public has plenty of
it will buy, if it has not it Jwill not huy
Hence every cut in wages means that

marke’.,

9 Notice is hereby given that|
Corrox’s WEEKLY is the regis-|.
tered business name of this paper. |

should be so addressed, all money |
odbaiehp.nﬂom

lheapuuhstshave lost part of their

~ but 1 have
some day,”
“ Well, g
in what wa
" ing what ye




