
31

WiSiessisI ,b? s'Tound’ 77L ïh‘nkln7 <»'«t the unwonted situation might be the effect of a paralio
■ attack upon the larva, I brought thô specimen in, and in a few days afterwards found K JÈ ‘h,s Pala*te had emerged from it." Mr. Walsh remarks that this same species of HmiMa■ haa h" °U near| {ock, Ii1.,n?18- Where at that time the gooseberry saw-fly had not
fl retl®hed, hence, in all probability, this is an indigenous insect, which has taken kin.Hy to this 
| pest, thus showing that a native parasite does sometimes acquire the habit of preying upon an 
I imported insect, a fact of great practical importance as well as scientific interest, "in Julv

■ m 7 observed a small ichneumon fly at work on the gooseberry worm, and communicated 
the facts to the Canadian Entomologist, vol. 2, p. 146, as follows: On the ,1st of July at a 
quarter past seven in the evening, we were among the currant and gooseberry bushes wall,

ling the manipulations of a few of those well-known foe.,, the larvæ oï XJutas ijfnaj 
I WUTe ^odtog away voraciously, when a disturber of their peace appeared among them in 
I the shape ol a small black ichneumon fly, which fastened itself on the body of one of their 
R number, and began to deposit its eggs, by means of a sharp ovipositor, dexterously thrust 
I fh:Mg,h «1‘C8k"-f 't8v.ct„n, whose jerks and writhings, while indicating a very uneasy state 
I *.he ‘ormer>tor. The fly remained some time attached, and so in ten/was it
, f.. ulfillmg the instincts of its nature that a capture was made of both fly and larva by the 
1 fhei'r f u'?vemcnt of. a P'U box; but while endeavouring to transfer them to a glass «/that 
1 T, i °pCra ‘0nj. Vj bc better observed, the fly suddenly escaped and was seen no

more. Hie larva also died before reaching maturity, so that the further history of the nara- 
site could not at that time be elucidated. Possibly this may be the same insect as that last
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state preying on the saw-fly larvae, and communicated our observations to the 
Canadmn Entomologist,xo\. 2, p. 15. About the middle of August, 1869 w. 
first observed these friends at work on the worms. They were nearly round 
about the sire of a common lady bird, having the head, thorax and lei black’ 
and the abdomen red, with an elongated black spot in the centre, divided 
across by a whitish line. Approaching a caterpillar, they thrust their pro-

i'JlJ wiTth ■1 ’ and qU!eti^LPUck its juices until it shrivels up and dies.'S * ' ^ “h the view of testing the probable amount of good the.se friends were
a dozen resrlv f 11 P“b 6 °f ucc"mPhsh|ug- we shut up two of them in a small box along with 
sumed them dl Afir0W" <?aterpl *ar8'»nd ‘he end of three days found that they had con-
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