
Ckrittimmfy and AptPsHeism.

:

•i*(nit tbfj vonM iMarn to iIm wombip
or WodM Md TiMtri for «• min it in that
our vtctMun wmwhipprd thew d»iti«< !«•

Ibrt thty hMMnr Chri^tiMii, and onr fim
M'-»>tor who mubnMNii Chri>tiMitr inu*'t,

in tb«ir 9f», Iwv* been an impioni revolt-

er from the religion of hi* forefUbere.
WhM elee bad be to itnide bim in embno-
ing CbriMiMitjr bat bin reason f Our na-
eoo i» not inhllibia ( nor do our
artificial light* eanal the h- ghtneM of the
aunt but we aball not improve our poeition
b^ estingaiehing them and living daring
hia aheence in the darknewi of night.
Bqoalljr abenrd ie it to refuee to walk by
onr r»a«on, when it ie the only light that
Ood baa given n* to guide onr utepa."

I have ea d eleewberi- that it iKamintake
to fnter impreparMl into religiouw diiKsue-
eione with nnheliever-,an«< that you should
refuM to do *o, »iiioe it will in all proba-
bility Mhake your (With and All yonr niliidn

with donlite. Lmt I ehould appear to con-
tradict inveeir, I would point ont that an
unprepared-for diMUMion ie one thing; a
defence «if Chrintianity bv one who undei^
etand* why he i« a Cdri'tian ie quite
another. A |iereon who proffcee to be a
proteotioniet, but un<ier<itand« none of the
principleM of protection, Vroald etand little

obaiioe in a debate with a ft«e trader who
wae well up in hi* mu' jecl; bnt if they were
equally matohed each would be able to
bold hia own; even if no rood came of the
coatioverey. So it i« wth Gbrietianitv,
and thie render* it imperative iliat each
Cbrhitian ehonld be acquainted with at
leaet the general outline» of the arguments
in def>-nne of the faith he l.oldf>; that be
may he able to *peak out boldly when that
faith ie awailed.
Nor ie it B««e«'ary for one to devote

much lime to intricate study in order to
liaee hia Cicceptance of Glirietianity en
rational conviction, for tbit> would pre-
vent tho'e engaged in ihe active duties of
life fW>m entering into the^e qneetions.
God does not require impoeeible things
fWMii us. He hart endoweu u» with com-
mon sen**, which ie an adequate guide on
all practical subjectK, and religion is pre-
eminently practioii). Profound inquirv is

a liizury, not a neceseity. If we could'not
conduct onr praotical matter* until we
ooaM solve all the fH«found problems that
lie at their foundation, human life would
come to a standstill. Tet we do coiidoot
them, and for the most part euccsasAilly.
I propoae, therefore, in these leotuee, to

avoid all profound and , learaad qoeetiona
—in flMt.all eiMh as taqnira a epeoial
elndy to enable n« to eethnata tke ovidaBee
on whiob they rest, uid to hy before yon
those aepeets of the evid>ncc« of Cbrieti*
anity whieb will oommend tbemeelves to
the general iatelli|renee of tboea nenbers
of the Ohrietian Church, and to tboi>e
lioneet doubters whom Ooil, in His provi>
dence, has ealled to epend their engergiee
in the diKcharge of the duties of aetiva
life. There are branches of those evi-
dence* of which ->dcb persons are as a<ia-

qnate judge* a< the moet ecieniiflo think-
er*."

And at the outset let u* understand
clearly that the *ubject we intend to invee-
titrate ie Gbristiaaitv not any special sy*-
tem of theolof^. The diftrenoe is funda-
mental aitd vital. "Christianity, if true,
is a divine revelation." Theology is a
*<^ienoe, ami, like all other science*, is
pmgr**sive. Chrietianity is m definite de-

p site of revealed fact* and truths once
for all de]ivere<i, and it i-> the same t<H)ay
as it was 19 centuries ago."
"Our inquiry pertains to the evidenoaof

that revelation, not of the doctrinal sy»-
tern* deduced from it. We want to eon-
vince other*, or we want to assure our-
selves, a* the rase may be, that Jeens
Chriet did, indeed, come in the fle^ih, that
be did, indeed, reveal God's will, that he
wa*, iiiileeil, the Saviour of the world."
We want simply to be able to say, and

to teach others to say, "I believe that
Jesus ChriHt is the Son of God" ; and if we
can so marhhal the evidences at Christi-
anity ae to bring any to the great oonfoe-
sion of the central truth and the central
revelation, we sliall haveaccoaij^isbed the
chief aim of our endeavors, for we mtut
remember that to be a disciple in the
Church of Chri«t, it i* enough that a man
believe the elements of the Christian
religion—the articles of the Apoetles'
Creed. And is it not worth a
little trouble, a little eflbrt on
our part, .to be able to attain or to
hold this profe**ion T If the declarations
of the better class of Agnostics be true,—and there is'no reason why we should
doubt them— they would much rather be-
lieve, if they could conscientiouslv do so.
Over an<l over asain I have heard them say,
"Do yon think I would not willingly accept
Christianity, if I oonld only convince my-
self of its troth r Is not a firm faith bet-
ter than a system of nsgatkmV "Would


