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tions and convcrfation—when he reflefls, how much
precious tinnehehas expended indifparaging and back-
biting his brethren j how unprovokedly and wantonly
he has debafedj degraded and vilified thofe who have
done him no injury, and who are h*^ "r than himfelf

:

What bitter remorfe, what dtap and ' -ig melancholy
mud it leave upon his mind ! What excrueiating an-

guilh and flinging refledions muft torment his con-
fcicnce ! If he has taken pleafurc in his malicious em-
ployment, it is the meer pleafure offm, the pleafureof
devils. Some vicious pleafures may be called the

plealures of men j fome the pleafures of brutes, but
thole of malicious, envious flandcr, are properly the

pleafures of fatan and his angels, and of fouls condemn-
ed to eternal pain and defpair.

But how pleating is the thought, how comfortable
the refledion, that we have fpokcn well of our neigh-
bour, as far as truth would permit j and have fpoken
no evil of him ! That we have publidied his virtues, and
have by our filence concealed his errors and infirmities.

If we have gone to extremes in chara6lerizing a per-
fon ; it is m jch better for us, that we have rcprefented
him in too favorable, than too unfavorable light i the
one is the effect of charity, the other of envy or ma-
lice. It ii much better to be a little blind to the foibles

of our n ighbour, than to view them with eagle eyed
fharpnefs ; or with uncharitable fcrutinv. Many pco-
pie think every thing is to be well accept-d from them-
feives, all their faults to be eafily forgiven ; whillt they
are Iteadily conltruing their neijihbours woitls and ac-
tions in tlie word: meaning poll'' ble : They (bain at a
gnat to find an accufation againll rheir neighboiu j but
fwallow a rumel to excufe or juUify themfelves : \Vhar
they efteem in tlu-mfelves a venial f.;u!r, not worth v of
norice ; m anotiier perlbn they eilcm an unpardonable
crime: Nay in fome cafes, v.'hat they reckon in them-
felves a commenJable rutue i they deem a very re-

prehenfible vice in others.

Let every one find fome hrvfiil and commendable
employment, for the btnefit of iiimfclf and hib country j


