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addili.-n to tliis there is a little sin^inK tn act as a tonic tor the

school a, little .Irawiiic; to keep little hands usefully employed

and occasional oral lessons during' the week upon the use at

En-dish, upon geograpliv, ui)on Canadian History, uiion usetul

knowletW', and u})on physioi,.-ry and hytriene. This covers the

whole course, with the exce})tion of the optional subject ot

French • and vet nianv who ^dance at the course and hnd it

divided 'into thirteen sections are shocked at the ignorance and

stupidity oi men who could so overload the minds of children.

It never occurs to them to examine how this course is to be

applied nor to reHect how a child is trained in tlie school ot

Nature Thev could s.k.ii discover (1) that it was never

intended that a child should cover the whole thirteen depart-

ments of work in one dav, and (2) that the child m ^ture s

school carries on his investigations in more than twice tlnrteen

subjects side bv side, and that the motto of early childhood i»

nn<'lf<( non midtam : a little of many things—not much of any

one thing. The course of study imposed upon young children

bv Nature is far more extended and far more varied than our

cchool course, and children thrive and make rapid jirogiess in

NaUire's school. The variety of subjects presented Un- exami-

nation bv Nature is the verv life of tiie cliild, and the younger

lie is the"' more rapidlv he passes from subject to subject, and the

sooner he wearies in'tl.e consideration of a particular subject.

\ child has been likened to a narrow-necked b(.nle—y<.u can

„ulv iK.ur in a little at a time. If you exceed the proj-er

amount it ri..ws over, and is lost. You can .mly teach .so niucli

readin-' and aritlnnetic in a .lay—the remainder ot the time

must be tilled in with something light and interesting. Our

course (.f study, while giving the fundamental subjects the pro-

minence they deseive. provides variety and occupation or the

i.ui.ils in other useful subjects. If tho.se who are distressed at the

extent of tlie educational bill of fare which has been pnnided

ior our elcw.entarv schools woiil.l follow the.se children to their

homes in the neighbouring farmhou.ses of an autumn evening,

and examine the stores that have been laid up for tiie winters

u.<e, they would scarcely survive the shock. As they re\ icwed the

vo'etab'le list of potatoes, turnips, cabbages, beets, carr(jts, s(inash,

and immpkins: the g.nin list of wheat, c.rn, buckwheat, oats,

U-du^ and pease: the ai-i^les and small fruits m endless variety
;

tlie m.Mit and tisli, butter and cheese, milk and tea and sugar, etc.,

thev would turn to the farmer and ask what he intended to do

with all these. They would, no doubt, be told that this was

the ordinary winter's supply for his family of young children;
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