
T O T H E

READER
TH E following EfTay was compofed on board his

Majefty's Ship the Somerfet^ on her PafTage Home

from ^ebecy by one who was a Volunteer in that glorious

Expedition, and Spedator of every Scene he hath at-

tempted to defcribe ; how much inferior to the Tafk,

every difcerning Reader, in the Perufal of a few Lines,

will with Eafe difcover ; and readily trace the Defedls

and Irregularities of a Mufe, unacquainted with the dif-

ficult Paths of Parnajfus : but to the feverer Critic,

how will the Author (rafli and prefumptuous) ftand ex-

cufcd ? Harfbnefs of Stile, Excefs and Deficiencies in his

Numbers, I would, fays he, readily overlook ; but grant

me Patience ! is this Vanity, this Plagiarifm, to be for-

given ? almofl a whole Line from M/7^c«;— -and as I am

alive, fee here ! another from T'hofnfon ; why the Cam^

paign itfelf, though with fome Degree of Modefty, he

would


