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has given a better vindlcaticm of dtfr feyatem of slavery than All
the books that conld be written in a generation. Hereafter
there can be no dispute between facts plainly exhibited and
the pictures of romance

; and intelligent men oC all countries
will obtain their ideas of slavery from ceHaIn leading and in-
disputable fLcts in the history df this war, rather than frotn
partisan sources of information and the literary inventidns of
the North. The War has ^hown that slav-^ry has been an ele-
ment of strength with us ; that it has assisted tia in the wftr •

that no servile insurrections hate taken place in the South iri
spite of the allurements of onr enemy ; that the slave has tilled
the soil while his master his fought; that in large districts uif-
protected by our troops, and with a white population consisting
almostexclusively of women and children, the slave his cbn^
tmued at his Work quiet, cheerful and faithful ;* and th^t, as

'The following h taken from the letter of an English nobleman, whovisUed the South while the war was in its active stages and the result ofwhose observations there, at the time war was racking the country and many
of our own whites were houseless and starving, was that the condition of the
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•' Amongst the dangers which rre had beard at New York threatenid th«
South, a revolt of the slave population was said to be the most imminent Let
us take, then, a peep, at the cotton field, and see wliat likelihood there is of such
a contingency. On the bank of the Alabama River, which Winds its yelloW
ootirse through woods of oak, ash, maple and pine, thickened with tangled cops,
of varied evergreens, He some of the most fertile plantations of the State. On»
of these we had the advantage of visiting. Its owner received us with aU that
hospitality and unaffected bonhomme which invariably distinguish a Southern
gentlofflto. Having mounted a couple of hadfcg, we starftAd oSf through a lailrtj
pine wood, and soon arrived at the " clearing" of about two hundred acres in ex-
tent, on niost oi which was growing an average cotton crop. This was a fair
aample of the i-est of the plantation, which consisted altogether of 1 000 acres.
Riding into the middle of the field, we found ourselves surrounded by about fol-ty
Blaves—men, women and children—engaged in " picking." They were ail \vell
dressed, and seeme 1 happy and cheerful Wishing to know what time of day it
was, I asked Mr. the iiour, whereupon one of the darkies by my side took
out a watch and informed me.
" * Do your labourers wear watches, sir f I enquil-ed.
•"A great many of them have. Why, sir, my negroes all have their cotton-

plats and gardens, and most of them have little orchards.'
" We found from their own testimony that they are fed well, chiefly upon poik.
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