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[Clerk of the court, a position, according to

iMr. W^oodworth, he is not fit to fill, and
fwhlch he is filling. This application to

iMr. Ogilvle has been forwarded to me, •and

lit is accompanied by a copy sent by Mr.
[Ogllvie to me, of the following certificate :—

We, the undersigned members of the Bar of the
[Territorial Court of the Yukon Territory, beg to

'recommend Mr. W. H. Snell for the position

[of territorial clerk. Mr. Snell has flUed this

Iposition most acceptably for some months padt,

land we most heartily and cordially endorse his

lappllcatlop.

This is signed by a whole list of the mem-
[bers of the bar from Dawson City, amongst
lothers, Mr. C. W. 0. Tabor, a well-known
IConaervative gentlem.nn, known, no doubt,
|to some men in tho House ; and signed
imongst others—unfortunately for the mem-

Iber for Pictou—by Mr. Arthur G. Smith,
pate Deputy Attorney General of British
Mumbia, and now* I am informed, a part-
ler of the hon. member for Pictou (Sir

Charles Hlbbert Tuppiir).

Some hon. MEMBERS. Oh.

The MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR
r. Sifton). Later on, we have a lengthy

Indictment of the whole administration of
e district, and everything, f:om first to

jiast, is outrageously wrong, according to
-this gentleman. The name is not given, but
""t is said by the hon. member for Pictou

;Sir Charles Hlbbert Tupper) that this geu-
tleman writes what is called an official letter
|a a business way, and that is what is quoted
as nn abstract from this business letter. I

;
will not bother the House by reading it, but I

Jiust say to this House, that if any man in
this House will read that letter, he must
conclude that the reason why this man
wrote that letter was because he was dis-
satisfied with the royalty. That was the
j>nly reason why he wrote it ; the letter
iroves that ; it is thft burden of his song
Ihroughout. This gentleman attacks vici-
ously the administration. Will the House
elieve that this general diatribe against
e administration, in which Major Wa!sh
denounced as a fraud, was written on the

4th of June, only twenty-three days aftpr
'lajor Walsh got to Dawson City ? Of
hat value can that be as a criticism of the
ministration of Major Walsh ?

^
Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). Do I understand

'the hon. Minister to say, that Mr. Wood-
Worth's letter was dated in June ?

' The MINISTER OP THE INTERIOR
(Mr. Sifton). Not Mr. Woodworth's letter ;

I s'ot through with that. I was speaking of
the letter which the hon. gentleman (Mr.
Borden) will see quoted in the speech as
having been written by a gentleman on offi-

cial business ; the name is not given.

Mr. Borden (Halifax). What page of
" Hansard " 7

The MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR (Mr.

Sifton). The hon. gentleman will find the

date given by the hon. member for Pictou
(Sir Charles Hlbbert Tupper) as the 14th of
June, at page 824 of the "Hansard." As I said,

that is twenty-three days after Major Walsh
got in. He would hardly have had time to

recover from the fatigues of his journey
and look around the town and see what
was going on. Now, Mr. Speaker, I have
got through the list of witnesses, ii they
can be called such, that the hon. member
for Pictou (Sir Charles Hlbbert Tupper) has
presented to 'his House. I have not been able
to check all the statements that he made, but
it will be noticed that one witness repeats
much the same thing, as did another In re-

gard to certain things. Then, there are gen-
eral paragraphs of denunciation, which we
cannot check, and which we have no means
of finding out anything about, as they are
mere statements of opinion. I have gone
through these statements, and I have picked
out the specific statements where I had any
means of checking up the accura''5 of the
witnesses, and. Sir, I have shown that, in

every ^ase where I have had any means of
checking the accuracy, the statements are
wrong and totally unfounded. I venture
now to say, that the oldecrt member of this
House will have difficulty in finding any
speech that has ever been placed before the
House of Commons of Canada in which
statements were placed before the House
for the purpose ci influencing the House,
where so msiiiy of the statements have
been found to be totally untrue. There are
three or four cases which I have no means
of knowing anything about : cases in which
it is said men or women had to give an in-

terest to officials to get their claims record-
ed. All I have to say is. that if the hon,
gentleman (Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper) h.ad

had the least desi'"e to have these matters in-

vestigated, to ha^'e Parliament Informed of
the facts—not by mere ex-parte anonymous
charges—but if he had the desire that Par-
liament should know whether these things
were true or not, why did he not write a
letter to Mi*. Ogllvie, when my deputy wrote
to him, asking him to send the information. If

he had it, so that it might be within, our power
to investigate it If he could not trust me,
if he could not trust the right hon. the
Prime Minister, if he could not trust Mr.
Ogilvle, for fear Mr. Ogilvle might suppress
it, why did not the hon. gentleman (Sir
Charles Hibbert Tupper) writo to one of the
two or three private detectives which he has
In Dawson City, and in two or three weeics
we would have a report, and we would not
be talking about hearsay, ou which we can
form no opinion as to whether there is any
foundation for it or not.

Mr. Speaker, I forgot to mention one mat-
ter. Mr. Woodworth wrote a long letter.

I hesitate to attack anybody's character,
and I am not going to attack Mr. Wood-
worth's character ; but the hon. mem-
ber for Pl.-tou (Sir Chpries Hlbbert Tupper)
has brought to this House a statement sign-

ed by Mr. Woodworth, In which Mr. Wood-


