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still further away from any such knowledge and worship, and

of invoh ing them, more and more deeply, in those i(h)latrous

systems ; and in their consc(|uent and invariably attendant

depravity of spirit and principle, and of ini({uities and abomi-

nations in conduct. It may, therefore, bo repeated, that it

was no part of the economy of the Providence of the holy

and truo God, to employ such idolatry and wickedness, to

effect his gracious purposes towards any part of mankind.

Aft(n' mercifully and forbcaringly aff(:)rding those guilty na-

tions many checks and chastisements, and means for their

reformation, without any beneficial result, He siifienMl them,

as scripturally declared, to ' walk in their own ways."

At
J).

19, in furJvjr treating of his supposed season of the

childhood of our race, ho says,
—" It is truo that the life and

[lower of all morality whatever, will always be drawn from

the New Testament
;
yet it is in the history of Homo, rather

than in the liible, that wo lind our models "and preceiits of

politl(!al duty, and especially of the duty of patriotism. St.

]*aul bids us to ' follow whatsoever things are lovely, whatso-

ever things are of good report.' ]>ut, excejit thrnu;;ii such

general apjieals to natural feeling, it would be ddheult to

prove from the New Testament that cowardice was tiot only

disgraeefid but jinful, and that love of our country was an

exalt(!(l dufy of humanity. Tliat lesson our consciences havo

learnt from the teaching of ancient Rome."

Ib're, again, notwitlistamling hi.s introductory general enco]

miiun as to Xew Testament morality, he is fomul immediately

imiceeiruig, most inconsistently niid untruly, to tho use of

hingu.'ig(> tending fi» dis[)arage and deprt'ciato that sacred

revdatidn. it is true, llicro are not in tho New Testament

Script un>s any eiicouj'agement or sanction nfftrlcd (o wars

and sanguinary sirifes, or violence of any description. Tho

jtriiKMpIes and pntcepts of thtit benign revelation, given to

effect the present and eternal happinoss of our raco, bn.'athe


