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For the first and the last word with reference to John
Wesley must lie that he was a man of reli;;ion. The
dee|K'st st'tret of his success was his faith in (]o,|.

Without love of man, such a life of unselfish devotion
would indeed have been imjjossible ; hui without
faith in CkxI, this love of man, even in the bravest
souls, may lead in such a world as this to despairing
[X'ssimism. We must add faith to our love, or we shall
lose our ho[x;. Wesley firmly Ix'lieved that {;<j<l would,
and that, therefore, man could, mend and lift up this
bad and broken world. He Ixlieved that every human
heart, however encased in worldly conventions or sunk
in grosser sins, is accessible to the divine grace ; that
every man will feel some impulse of response to the
divine message 'f warning and love, if only he can be
induced to listen to it. And so, not with a .sudden flare
of youthful enthusiasm, but with a .steadfast, lifelong

resolution, he gave himself to the work of winning men
to righteousness, from the love of sin to the love of God.
It was this faith in God and the resulting confidence
..1 the spiritual po.ssibilities of humanity that inspired
Lis unflagging energy and lifted his life to the calm
levels of heroism.

And Wesley had little confidence in any other means
to .iplift and direct mankind, apart froni this force of
personal religion. It is true, as we have seen, that he
was in advance of his age in his advocacy of mea.sures
to improve the mo I and physical conditions of so-
ciety; it may perhaps Ijc true, as the most brilliant of
recent English historians ' has said, that the noblest
result of the Wesleyan movement was "the steady
attempt, which has never ceased from that day to this,

' J. R. Green, " S'
• History of the English People."
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