
THE SONG OF THE CARDINAL

she could not be expected to admit that.

When she saw how easily he did it, she

flared her crest, turned her head indif-

ferently and inquired if he did not find

flying a very easy matter, once he mus-
tered courage to try it; and she made
him very much ashamed indeed because

he had allowed her to be the first to

leave the nest. From the thorn tree

they worked their way to the dead syca-

more; but there the lack of foliage

made them so conspicuous that their

mother almost went into spasms from
fright, and she literally drove them
back to the sumac.

The Cardinal was so inordinately

proud, and made such a brave showing
of teaching them to fly, bathe and all

212


