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the character i)f their contents was more rdrrci ily appniialiil.

Thfrt" is little room for doubt, ihuse U'ttrrs wi-rc written witli

a full knowlnlge and dt'tcrniination to take advaiua^e of the

principles of Hritish diplomacy and the clerical methods of the

ForeiKn < )l1ice ; in the archives of which it must he known sui h

letters arc put on record without lieing stinnialized hy any com-

ment on the nature of their contents, as :
" This is a lie, the wri-

ter knows we have repudiated this assumption again and again."

" This statement is not borne out by the facts ; under certain con

ditions it might be so, and it is our business to be certain su< h

conditions shall not become established." There appear to I

several of these letters in the " .\pi)X. Hr. Case," not directly ;i.!

dressed to the British Minister and demanding an answer that

would be placed on record with them. The wonder is they should

have been placed on record at all, or be accepted by any person

of observant and logical habits as having the slightest value as

evidence, except perhaps, of the writer's own wishes. 'I'he effect

of such unbalanced assertions upon the legal mind is shown

in Mr. Aylesworth's comment :
" From the time of Count Xesscl-

rode's refusal to treat as to reciprocal trading rights elsewhere than

in the lisi'ere and Mr. Canning's acciuiescence in such refusal, no

further negotiations whatever on that subject took place." Of

course not. Canning's reply was, in effect, that if Russia would

not sign the treaty in the form proposed Britain was prepared to

assert her rights by force. What evidence is there to show that

the "establishment" Count Nesselrode was so anxious shoulil not

be at the mercy of Great Britain, existed anywhere but in his hopes

of the future ? The more insistent the Russian pretensions the

more determined British Ministers would be to limit their exten-

sion either in area or duration. The protection to Russian com-

mercial interests was assured, not by ceding large areas to her

rule, but by the midertaking that British subjects should not set-

tle within the limits assigned to Russian trade. This, as well as

the other conditions " on which it was impossible Russia should

give way,"— till the right kind of pressure was applied—were such


