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a well regulated foclety, that is % juft government,

fo far from infringing, cftablilhes and extends

our liberty. In a Hate of nature, or before the

ellablifliment of aloe ety,if fuch a ftatc ever can be

found, there is no liberty, for there are no laws.

All laws and regulations prefuppofe the eftablifh-

ment of fociety ; they flow fron> the intercourfe

Mrhich tlicy regulate, and experience has proved

their utility, before they are publicly recognized.

To feek for liberty, even in the firft ftages of fo-

ciety, is to feek for a calm in tlie mid ft of a tem-

peft. Are the barbarians fr^e who a61: by the ca-

price of the moment, who are governed by their

paflions and the cravings of their appetites ? He
then \yho will take the trouble to refled, muft

clearly perceive, that without fociety we cannot

enjoy liberty. What I poffefs another may take

away ; my freedom depends not fo much on my
own reftraints as upon the reftraints of others in

refped: to me. Now in a good government thefe

reftraints are the laws—rand what do I lofe or fiu*-

render by becoming obedient to thefe laws ?

Nothing : for by them my liberty is extended and

fecured. We do not ^njoy what another may
take away—and what is fecure in a rude fociety ?

but civil liberty cannot be taken away by any in-*

dividual, for we have the ftrength of the whole
fociety on our fide. The reftraints ti erefore im^
pofed by a good government are only the fove-

reignty of good laws, the reftraints of fotjnd prin-

cipl^ji, and the commands of duty.

The word liberty has been fo much proftituted

that we are in danger of lofing its true ineaning 5
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