
III TMOUGMTS ON THE CAUSE OF

thii defultory and difconncdlcd part, with as

much dctritnciit to his own fortune as prejudice

to the caulc of any party, I am not pci fuadcd

that he is right; b:.i I am ready to bchcve he

is in carncil. I refpedl virtue in all its fitua-

tions J even when it is found in the unfuitahle

company of weaknefs. I lament to fee qualities,

rare ana v.duahle, IquancLicd away without any

puhlic utility. Bat when a gentleman wiili great

vifible emolumentc abandons the party in which
he has long aded, and tells you, it is becaufc lie

proceeds upon his own judgement ; that headts

on the merits of the leveral mcafures as they

arife ; and that he is obliged to follow his own
confciencc, and not that of others ; he gives rea-

fons which it is impofTible to controvert, and

difcovers a charader which it is impoflible to

miflake. What fhall we think of him who
never differed from a certain fet of men until

the moment they loll their power, and who
never agreed with them in a fmglc inflance after-

wards ? Would not fnch a coincidence of interefl

and opinion be rather fortunate ? Would it not

be an extraordinary cart upon the dice, that a

man's connexions rtiould degenerate into fadlion,

prccifely at the critical moment when they

lofe their power, or he accepts a place? When
people defert their connexions, the defertion is

a manifeft y^/(^, upon which a diredt fimple

iifuc lies, triable by plain men. Whether a

meafure of Governtiient be right or wrong, is no

matter offaB, but a mere affair of opinion, on
which men may, as they do, difpute and

wrangle


