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known to the Britilh l^uliament—that America

ihall be free, and independent of Great Britain^

and that the hearts of this people are always open

to the iuft claims of a free nation ; and that the

British Farliamciit difavows the bale attempt of

governing by other laws, than by thofe of a free

empire.

That you are ready to addrefii the King to

withdraw all his troops aud arms from America,

that the Americans may be affured of tlie faith and

lincere intentions of this country.

Upon this declaration of their independence, and

after the troops arc withdrav/n, and every hoftility

by fea and land llilpended againll them, if they

will not immediately forgive the hafty and inju-

dicious violence of preceding years ; if they will

ftill remember that we have befieged and burned

their towns, ravaged their country, and deftroyed

the induftry of ihcir hands, and will therefore

obftinately perfift to encourage and countenance

the enemies of the Briiilh empire— perhaps a ftridl

and continued forbcanince on our part from them
and their property (except what the necellity of

defence, and the honor of the Britilh arms and flag

Ihould call for) a free .idmiflion of their fliips into all

|)ur ports, a reltoratiun c;f fuch of their property

fts is yet in our hands, and an adual renewal of

ICommerce with them, might fofcen their animo-

sity, and produce what our arms have in vain at-

tempted—an union becween the two countries •,—

-

They might and would probably catch at the terms

MofFered i—They would feel and improve lo greatly

;by the change, that the mod adverfe of the Ame-?
ticans would fubicribe to the generous and pro-
Jtable fyftem propofed by us, and we might again


