
ed with disfavour on thoie particular
parts, and on the arrnngement wtiich had
been oome to. But, hou. gentlemon, it

appears to me that had thpy risfen to the
exigenov of the moment ; had they been
in any wuy capable of appreciating the
importance of the matter, and of taking
hold of it in a straighforward, honest, and
tatesmanlike way, tbal then cine of the
disgraceful and much to be deplored
complications which have arisen between
Britidh Columbia and the rest of the
Dominion would now have stood in the
way of tue cordial relations which we
should wish to see in exibteuce between
the whole of the dilFerent Frovinoes of
the Dominion. I may as well'uow revert
for tv few moments to the consideration
of the circumstances by which Britisli

Columbia was brought into Confederation
with the other Provinces. I can safely

say that it was through no spontaneous or
innate wish of her own. The matter was
at first initiated, talked of, and promul-
gated by a few native born and loyal

Canadians who had made British Colum-
bia their home, but with very little effect,

for the space of two or three years, till at
last the matter of the Confederation of
the North Ame"ican CMonies having be-

come one of Imperial policy, a Governor
was sent out from England to British
Columbia, instructed to do ail in his

Sower to bring about what appeared a
esirable end. Uis ExcoUeucy exer-

cised his power and made use of the
means that 'ay within his reach, and Con-
federation was speedily effected on the
terms which we all know. In British
Columbia, however, whi'e the necessary
negotiations and preliminsries were being
carried on there were not a few persons
who, professing to be well acquainted
with Canada and Canadian characteris-
tioB, did not scruple to assert, and to warn
British Columbians that Canada could not
be trusted o carry out her engagements

;

but, hon. gentlemen, at that time British

Columbia was a Crown colony, inhabited

Erincipally by Englishmen, men who,
one&t and straightforward themselves,

and accustooLed to honesty in grave mat
tera of state in their native land, could
not bring themselves to believe that Ca-
nadians, of originally the same birth and
instincts as themselves, the present in-

habitants of a country which was begin
ning to hold up her head among the
nations of the world, to boast of her

4,000,000 of mbabitants, of her natural

wealth and resources, and of greatly in-

oreasing prosperty, oould/under any oin

oumstances, fall so low in their own esU-
mation, and be so utterly regardless of
what was right and just, as to dream frr

one moment of cancelling or breaking tiie

arrsngemeiits which might be made with
British Columbia. The prophetic warn*
ings thus given have, however, to my re-

gre', and 1 believe to the regret of the
majority of this House, turned out only
too true, and British Columbia has not
only been for the present deprived of the
only advantages she couM naturally ex-

Eeot to reap from Confederation, but she
as, through no fault of hor own, fallen

somewhat into disrepute, and is more or
less looked upon as a nuisance and an in-

cumbrance. The reason for all this ia

the mora deplorable, and I will add the
more coniemptible, when one plainly sees

that it is brought about altogether l.y the
working of party motives. 1 he late Gov-
( rnment, a Government which I atn proud
to say was a Governntent fit to be at the

head of affairs of a country prospering as

Canada was under its rule, brought b&fore

Parliament a bill admirably suited to

bring about the end which they sought,

i, e. the building of the Paoitio Railway.

It is now a matter of history Low that

scheme, eminently practical as it was,

and eminently suited to the character of
the work sought to be carried out, was
frustrated through the weight of dingraoe-

ful party opposition which was brought to

bear against it, and how the Government
itself was brought low on matters con-

nected with it. Suffice it to say that to

me the course pursued by tho party now
in power at that time was the most glar-

ing example of the pt 'istitution of nation-

al expediency for the sake of place that

it was ever my lot to know. It was a dis-

grace, hon. gentlemen, not only to them»
selves, but a disgrace to the whole coun-

try, and a disgrace whiuU it will take

many years to live down. The matter
would not, however, have been so disas-

trous in its consequences had the present

Government been equal to the ta^k of

replacing the old one and cai*ryii^ on the

woiks to which the country was pledged.

Had they shown the slightest inclination

to, or aptitude for, or even a duo concep-

tion of the importance of the work that

Iffy before them we should not perhaps
now have so much reason to complain

;

but their conduct from the first has^ been
so weak, ao vacillating and inconsistent

that overy one has lost all belief in their

sincerity and all confidence in their oper-

ations. How can people for instance, re-

concile their expressions of good inten*


