
His r.\i'flk'ncy ihf (idvcrnor-di-iu'ral, cnmin^; from ;i ciumiry wlicio llic il>(l^l^lri;^l

mill ccoiioinic \;iliii' (it ail i^ a> wrll imik'r>tc)n(l aN iN iiilliii'iici' upon i)h' liinluT nu-ntal

culluri' ol lln' pi'cipK'. \va^ pri'paiiil troin ilif tir>i to do what wan possihli- in ort^ani/.inj;

and di'velnpii\(; our rtsoiini's ni ihi> as in otiur dirtciions. Shortly after h\> arrival in

( anada, at iho An A^socialion in Moninal hi- alhidi'd to ihr formation of a Ciinadian

Acndemy a>. Miniclhin^; to lie looked forward to m ilic liitme. while in eon\er>alion ami

cnrrespondenci' with ihe arliNts iu' <li.-.cus-,cd its present practicaliility.

The artists of Canada were ami are aware. proKahly better than anyone oulside of

their ranks, how little consideration they are entitled to in the world of art, and no one

eaii know as well as the) do Imw nuieh iliey have iloiie. workinj; under the jjrcatesl

possible disadvaiitajjes.

Iti (liseussin^; the subject as jilaced before them by His Kxeellency, they felt that,

while lor them to form an academy, or to assume any title of academician or associate,

would have been out of the (|uestion, to refuse co-ojieration in a jjroject desiyneil to

advance the interests of the whole country, and which lay within the bounds of their

special knowledge, w.mld have been unpatriotic in the extreme. 'I'hey joined heartily

in the moxement. accepting at His l'.\cellency's hands not only an honor but a trust

and a weijj;hty responsibilit) . The objects of ilu' Academy as set forth in the constitu-

tion must commi'nd themsebes toall loyal'> interested in the jiroi^ress of Canada. 'Vhf

carrying; out of those objects cannot be attained without nuich united effort, and must

entail u|)on those who undertake it, labor, thought, and a not inconsiderable sacrifice

of time and its equivalent. We hope that in time the title of an .Academician of the

Canadian .\cademymay be valued as the reco(j;nition of a j^reat and undoubted )H)sition

in .\rl. At |)resenl it only means that the academicians are those whom His Excellency

h.is honored by iinitinj^ them to join him in one part of his i^reat work —the weldinj;

loj;ether and advancing in intellectual and material jiro^ress of those provinces which

form the Dominion of Canada.

*

The o|)enin^ Ivxhibition of the .\cailemy at Ottawa, which is to be held in the

months of i'l'bruary and March, will be the hrsi opportunity there has ever been of

comparinj^ the work of artists from distant parts of the country ; and in default of such

comparison, it has been no easy task to decide who should and who should not be

invited to become members of the .\caclemy. I am aware, however, that His

Ivxcellency. in undertaking the difticull task of nominating the first list as members,

has sought every means of informing himself of the names and standing of all who have

rione any good original art work throughout the country. It is not unlikely, muler the

circumstances, that some may have been admitted at too low a standard, and that

others of unobtrusive merit may have been overlooked. In all such cases His

K.xcellency is entitled to the most g nerous forbearance. .\11 who can do good work

are invited to send it to the Ilxhibiiion, where it will speak for itself. The academician

list is only so far filled vp as to form a working body, and the vacant seals are to be

filled up by election frtmi among the associates as worthy candidates present themselves.

The list of associates not being limited, there is room upon it for any good men who
may have been overlooked, who come into the country from abroad, or who may rise

from among the students Before long wc may fairly hope to place the standard of


