
* ' The forms ofworahrp you have brought with you, you will be ^ble

! to practice in the most unrestricted manner, and we confidently trust

^t those blessings which have waited upon your virtuous exertions,

iii your Russian homes, will continue to attend you here ; for we hear

{liat you are a sober-minded and God-lfearing community, and as such

you are doubly welcome among us. It is with the greatest pleasure

I have passed through your villages, and witnessed your comfortable

homesteads, barns and byres, which have arisen like magic upon this

fertile plain, for they prove indisputably that you are expert in agri-

culture, and already possess a h^h standard of domestic confort.

I I

In the name, then, of Canada and her people, in the name of Queen

i i Victoria and her empire, I again stretch out to you the hand of

brotherhood and good fellowship, for you are as velcome to our affec-

tions as you are to our lands, our liberties and freedom. In the eye

of our law the least among you is the equal of the highest magnate

in our land, and the proudest of our citizens may well be content to

hail you as his fellow-countrymen. You will find Canada a beneficent

and loving mother, and under her fostering care, I trust your com-

I munity is destined to flourish and extend in wealth and numbers

t through countless generations. In one word, beneath the flag whose

folds now wave above vs you will find protection, peace, civil and

religious liberiy, constitutional freedorii and equal laws."

Lord Dufferin also visited the Icelandic settlement on the

west shore of Lake Winnipeg. This colony had not been settled two

years at the time of His Excellency's virsit ; and, in fact, the larger

portion of the colonists had only arrived the previous autumn. They

had suffered a very severe affliction from an epidemic of smallpox, and

the ravages of scurvy. Both these diseases were aggravated by the

insufficient preparations which the Icelanders had been able to make

for the winter, and very rigouro'is Quarantaine regulations had only

been removed five or six weeks before the arrival of His Excellency.

It may be remarked that the colony contained at that time about 1500

souls, and extended from the N. Boundary' of Manitoba for about 30

miles on the west shore of the Lake. The colony however in the face

of these great discouragements was found to be in a fairly success-


