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natiinial ideal was achieved [hat dark side \\a;;

st't'ii !<' Ik- intensely black and l(>\vei'in<,f. Britain was

eeasiii<i to Ik- only these small islands, and was heeoniinu

the JJiitish Enipiie; thii^ involved eeonuniic ie\()luti(jn,

and we have notiei'd how the sensiiiveness and adapta-

bility wvvv attained uhieh tendered this revolutitm

])('ssiblc ; this sejisitiveness was sutlieient to make the

revolution possible, but it was not nearl,y aunicient to

remctve all fiietiou. The weak, the ignorant, and the

baekward always sutler when there is an eeojiomic

upheaval, unless the ])roeess is eundueted with tran-

beendent skill and elal)orate method ;
no sueh skill or

method was at our dis])osal. I)ut we established a vast

system of pul)lie and private eharity to save the myi'iails

who fell out of the J'anks from actual starvation and

iles])air.

Here, at the ri;';k of complexity, it is necessary to

review the [)criod of pi'cpa ration (rou;i;hly s])eaking, from

the accession of Elizabeth to the fall of Charles I); in the

sixteenth century there was very generally over Eurojje

an economic ui)heaval. consecpient on the break-up of

the Middle Ages and the discovery of the >*'ew World;

\i) meet the stress there was ver\' generally a i)oor-hxw'

system estal)lished. In l*'ngland. as in other countries,

the Government exerted itself to stem the economic tide,

to maintain a vigorous and contented peasantry on the

soil, and to save the cor])orate life and trachtions of

the craftsmen from the economic Hood. Thus far indeed

the national policy of work rather llian life, the idea of

hnnnnerijig the world into sha])e at all costs, includuig

the saci'ilice of one's owji comfort if need be, and one's

own health, had perhajjs l)een envisaged but had not

been embarked upon. But with the fall of Charles 1

this conservative and domestic uolicv colhinscd. the


