July, 189s. Tur Pranrer axp Prsnisaeg 19

H SNOWDEN WARD, an Eaglish printer, gives some
. pointers on presswork in a recent speech in London, WHOLESALE
We quote the following : STATIONERS
“The difference between the ordinary  British method of and APER

printing and that which is adopted in all good American houses, p

and to a certain extent by a few British firms, is a fundamental DEALERS
one  a difference of principle.  The British printer does not
absolutely insist upon a dead level surface of clectro, or of type
and block, and does not work his cylinder hard on to the print-
ing surface.  If he did unless that surface was absolutely level,
he would bruise and batter such type or blocks as stood above
the rest of the form, and rapidly rain his work.  Instead of this,
he wraps his impression cylinder with an appreciable thickness
of paper or thin card packing, which has a certain amount of
fyrive” to the projecting parts, and evens up his pressure by an
claboiate system of overlay.  In this he usually exercises the
patience of Job, and often the skill of an artist; but overlaying
is like retouching --very scductive, and very apt to defeat its
own end.
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*’T'he other school insists on an adjustment of cylinder to
bed that is only possible with perfectly built machinegs, and those
that have been carefully run and adjusted from the time when
they were new.  In this method, if electrotype plates with abso-
lutely dead true surfaces are not used, the printer will give
great attention to levelling his surface by underlaying.  Of
course, if he is working as some printing oftices do, with types
of various age—and therefore of various heights—in one job, he

i must give up any hope of fine results from his printing, unless
the varying typesare in solid blocks of a sort.  “The printer will
adjust his cylinder with the greatest possible care—so closely,
in fact, that it nceds the thickness of the paper to Le printed Is best value in the market. We have on

upon to complete the weight of the impression.  With such ad- hand large supply of all weights and sizes.
justment, very little overlaying is necessary if the blocks are
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level and good ; and with proper inking, cach block will give, *oe
until it is worn out, impressions sinular to the makers' proots.
This method of working not only saves much time—climinating WEDDI:g‘g f__g{'g‘égg ETC
almost all of the making.ready-—but it also greatly increases the READY NEXT MONTH
life of the blocks and type, for it prevents the weight of the eylinder
comingon to them. The cylinder works in bushes, adjustable e
by means of screws, and too many British printers get their im.
pression by lowenng the lower bushes until the cylinder Py
normally rests very slightly below the level of the top of the type. Ou r Lak e S l d e
In this case the printing surface has to bear the weight of the
. cylinder, which probably accounts for the fact that identical "’ a first-class, medium priced paper for or-
clectrotype plates, running two parts of the issue of the same dinary commercial work,
magazine, will run three or four times as long in one machine-
room as in another.  The {ower bushes should bear the weight
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of the cylinder clear of the type, while the upper bushes, pre-
venting the cylinder from rising, give a dead impression far

greater than can be given by the cylinder’s weight.

*““I'he ink that is used must be fine and very stiff, in order to § B u ntl n ) G l ] ] l eS

e

give a dense color with a very small quantty that will not casily
clog the shallowest blocks. T'o use such an ink the rolling
power must be ample, and the rollers hard and true.”

& Co.
HAMILTON, ONT.

Awews H, D. Wado & Co.'s Printing Inks.

The first number of The Virden Banner, a new newspaper
venture, isout. It is issued from the plant of the deceased
Hartney Star.
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