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H. SUBDEN EVANS & G0,

(Late Evans, Menrorr & Co.)

WHOLESALE DRUGGISTS
MANUFACTURING
Pharmaceutical Chemigts,
41 1o 43 ST. JEAN BAPTISTE 8T,

MONTREAL.

Lv.uss LESOHER & EVANS,

0.,
Evans, Sons & Co., Tondon, Bng,

Lwerpool Eng.

WILLIAM DARLING & CO.,

IMPORTERS OF
Metals, Hardware, Glass, Mirro: Plates

Malr Seating, Carringe
Makers? Trimmings and Curicd Halr,

ts for Mossrs, Chas. Ebbinghaus & Sons, Maou-
Agen r1ncmrm‘s of Window Cornites.

No. 30 St, Sulpice, & No, 376 St. Paul Streots,

MON‘IR!:JAL.
1878. 1878,
SPRING STOCHK
COMPLETE

IN EVERY DEPARTMENT.

e shall keep OUR STOCK WELL ASSORTED
this seaxon, and invite those lovking fm.' n
desirable Stoclc tomake \'isn 10 our estublish-

. ment,

ST.JOSEPH STREET, MONTREAL

T, JAMES CLAXTON & CO.

The Jousmal of Tommeree

j*‘INAnc:E AND JNSURAK;ICB szm\n‘r.

MONTREAL, JULY 12, 1878.

CHARGES ON COLLECTING DUTIES.

We cnlled attention a few "weeks ago to

‘a very serious complaint preferred by

Senator Macpherson and others of the
greut increase* in the Custom House
charges at the port of Montreal at a time
when, owing to various circumstances, into
which it is unnecessary at pr esent’ to
enter, the revenue bad considerably fallen
off, Oul chief object was to elicit informa-
tion, and we have to thank a well-informed
correspondent for enabling us-to supply
additional facts to those which we were
able to procure from the public accounts-
‘Wehave ascertained thatin the year 1873,
and before the change of government,a con-
siderable incrense was madein the salaries
of* the permanent stafl’ of the Montreal
Custom House. The increased annual

charge wasnearly $7,500. It is, ther efoxe,_

not just to institute a comparison between
the salaries for the year ending 30th June,

i nd Lhose 01 t,he ye.u' endmg 30th

June, 1877, The actual salaries on the staff

in Novembenr,1873,were, for ninety-one em-.

ployees, $30,633, while for the year ending
30th June, 1877, they were $80,513, and at
present they are $79,280, while the num-
ber has been mcxensed by two, being now
aninety-three.

We attempied to account for the great
increnase in the charges at the exnmining
warchouse by suggesting that there must
have been a change in the mode of keep-
ing the accounts. We were mistaken in
our supposition, but we find that the in-
crense in the charges is satisfnctorily
accounted for. Tn 1873 the expenditure
on the examining warehouse account was
$16,816 while the receipts were $12,864
and the balance was charged, as excess of
expenses, $3,952. It appewrs that among
the receipts were included certuin fecs or
charges made upon all goods passing
through the warehouse, which fees were
popularly supposed to cover cost of cart-
age, insurance, labour, &c., but whieh, in
reality, yielded a considerable profit to the
government, over and, above the actual
disbursements for the services named.
These charges were not collected at any
port bubt Montreal, and had been the sub-
ject of much complaint by Montreal mer-
chauts, who demanded that they: should
either be taken oft or exacted at other
ports, It was deemed: expedient to con-
cede a8 demand based on justice and
equity, and Montreal was accordingly
placed on the same footing as other
ports in the Dominion. The conse-
quence has-been an increased charge of
about “ 810,000 per annum. Jt likewise
became necessary to rent a warehouse for
“unclaimed goods™ at a cost of 31,000
per annum.

It will be in the recollection of our
readers that, owing to irregularities in the
bonded warehouses, it became necessary to
institute a searching enquiry in the year
1874 into the manner in which the duties
of overseeing these wareliousesand check-

ing the entries of goods taken out of bond

were discharged: This investigation was
conducted by Mr. Dunscomb the very ex-
perienced collector of Quebee, and the

result was a report in which le- strongly .

recommended the appointment of per-
maunent and respounsible lockers to take
the places of supernumerary tide wailers
who, when uncmployed otherwise, were
sont to the various warchouses at hap-
bazard. Mr. Dunscomb, it appears, had
recommended the appointment of lockers

many years proviously, and found that the

result of the. existing system had been.
that large quantities of goods had been
irregularly withdrawn from the bonded

_warehouses without payment of duty, and

that duties to the extent of some $45,000
had been jeopardized.: The salaries of the
lockers being continuously employed are
about $9,000 more than formerly, although
the nctual stafl’ isabout the same as before,
Another item of increase, amounting to
about £6,000, isin the extra list of tide
waiters and night watchmen. The former
practice was to employ thoe same men,both
by night and day, the eftect of which was
that double pay was earned for inefficient
work. We have been assured that great
complaints were ‘made by merchants and
shippers of the old practice, and that the
change was deemed " beneficial to the
trade. We have given the substance of
the information communicated to us in
response to our suggestion that it would
be acceptable to the trade, and we are
bound to add that it seems to us a satis.
factory reply to the very grave. charges
which were made on the ground of the
increased churges at the port of Montreal.

It is unnecessary to enter on the subject
of the falling-ofl' of the revenue. The
severe depression which bas existed has
resulted not only in diminished imports,
but, as there has been a considerable re-
duction in the cost of goods the duties.
which are ad velorem on the principal
staples have, of course, {allen oft,

THE STANDARD FOR THE VALUR
OF MONEY.

The recent decision of the Bank of
England to abandon the long-established
practice of announcing a minimum rate
has led to much public discussion and.
not a little alarm, which the directors
have ‘endeavoured to allay. It swould
appear  that, notwithstanding the an-
nouncement of a minimum rate, which
has been generally supposed to lLe -a
bond fide one, it has been their practice io
discount for their own regular customers
at rates less than the declared minimum.
The minimum rate has nevertheless been
always the regulator of the market, as the
Joint Stock Buanks have been until re-
cently governed in the rates which they
allow for deposits by the bank minimum
rato, and it is now a subject for discussion
what standard for the value of méney can
be substituted for the bank rate. - This is
the text of an article in the London
Leonomist of 22nd ult., that journal hold-
ing that as tho Bank has decided that it
will discount for some of its customers at
a rate lower than that advertised as the
official rate, the bank rate will cease to
be any, real guide to the value of monoy
at all. It is-to be observed that the
Metropolitan . banks ' were compelled
towards the end of last year to ‘abundon

¥ lieir ' old rule’ of ullomnrv mtexcst. on’



