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inetlods, Canada at last came to wel-
corne a respite £rom political oppres-
sion, which, but for their courage,
uxight lave been denied to two fair
provinces for years, if not for gener-
ations.

Papineau was fifty years of age at
the tirne o! the rebellion. It was not,
lowever, that event wlidl accorded
him the conspienous celebrity which
lie lias empliatically acquired in lis-
tory. Long before the insurrection,
and wliou le was yet lu early life, lie
bounded alnxost meteorically forward
into national emineuce as a statesman
aud an orator. De Celles aud otliers
liave ably treated o! hlma as a states-
man; it is reserved to this occasioni
to toueh upon his nierits as a prince
o! the public platforma. Alnxost time
enougi lias elapsed since lis death lu
1871, to r>ob liim of lis faults and
emphasize lis great and comxnanding
qualities. History claracterizes him
as one o! the f ew true orators of Can-
ada. Ris portrait furuislies visible
confirmation o! tlie estimate of his-
tory. In appearance lie lad ail the
personal bearing of the orator. Ris
face at once suggests tlie commaudiug
character, inseparalily associated with
the man, wliose vocal thunders are
wont to burst over great assemblies
!f -nennle. Hift whole aneet and man-

Wilfrid Laurier. He liad a spleudid,
ringing voice, of great strength, fu
of deep vbrant toues, and yet richly
resonant and musical. It rcsorifdedl
tliuxderotisly tlirougli the largesçt
buildings of Lower Canada, and made
the vaulted roofs echo with the rever-
berating souuds. His learung, for
his circumstauces, and considering lis
surroundmngs, was almost abnorrmal.
He lad a ready and polished wit, and
a witliering sareasm. His languag,,
was ornate; his vc.eabulary c-pîou.s;
his meinory retentive, and Supplying
him 'witli an iniexhaustible ahun)dane
of the appropriate words of lis nativc
tongue to use almost at will. Hc
spoke witli great rapidity, and witj
enthusiastie dedlaxatory vehexuence,
Seldom lias his IProvince or even Caii.
ada heard the equal of his ftnished
and masterly eloquence.

I like to think of Papineau as à
man wliose soul was neyer severed
f rom lis country; that even when re.
bellion drove liim afar, lie was invi.
sibly yet indissolubly bouud to th(
land that gave him birtli. This iý
where lie loved lu 111e to be left; and
here it is that tlis imperfeet estimat(
of lis genius shall lave him. A,
vigour of linmb is transmitted by blooèj
so I sometimes think loyalty is cap.
able of a not inferior transmission
A grandson of the great tribune
bearinff iu his veins some of PaDin.
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