
“ An Imperial Intelligence Department, Mich as suggested, to centralise 
and distribute reliable information, cannot but do much good, and your idea 
about the chain of Empire Cables seems a very practical step towards tin- 
realisation of that object.”

Sir William V. Macdonald writes :—
I can find only words of commendation for what you have written, especi­

ally the point you make of laying as speedily as practicable a chain of State- 
owned Cables and Telegraphs to link together the Mother Country and all 
her outlying Colonies. This is really the first step to lie taken, binding to­
gether with cords of steel, and affording time for reflection as to what should 
follow next. These cables will lie to tin* Empire what the nerves are to the 
human body.”

M. Benjamin Suite writes :—
“ The great question of the day is the unification of the Empire—the more 

|>crfect union of all the parts. But the parts do not know one another. So 
long as this ignorance of one State or Province in regard to another remains, 
with all the prejudices it engenders, so long will it lie perfectly impossible to 
accomplish anything practical and lasting. Let us commence by getting to 
know one another. It is too early for a Council ; it is just the time for an 
Intelligence Department, together with a Cable Service linking the principal 
groups of the Colonies to the Mother Country. This first step being taken, 
and some knowledge acquired thereby, we will see how to proceed further in 
the direction of mutual arrangements, if then found possible.”

Group B consists wholly of judges, headed by Chancellor Sir 
John Boyd, President of the High Court of Justice of Ontario, and 
it includes distinguished jurists from the Provinces of Ontario, 
Quebec, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and 
Saskatchewan, and also from Newfoundland.

Chancellor Sir J. A. Boyd expresses more or less closely the 
sentiments of the other ten judges who are included in this Group 
when he says :—

“I favour any method or movement which will bring or tend to bring the 
Mother Country and her outlying members into closer and more sympathetic 
relations. The seheme suggested by you of a system of telegraphic ocean 
cables whereby intercommunication may lie had amongst all parts of the 
Empire with the maximum of speed and the minimum of expense, recom­
mends itself as furthering greatly this end of bringing all parts into closer 
touch with the centre, and the eentre with all the parts. Besides this, let all 
other means be used to dispel the common ignorance of each other now so 
greatly prevailing, and to bring in mutual knowledge and confidence which 
will follow better acquaintanceship. Care being taken on all sides to avoid 
any revolutionary jar, the future appears full of promise for the steady growth 
of a closer and more intelligent union between England and the English- 
s|»eaking Colonies—which shall sha|»e for itself that outward form best fitting 
and expressing the living political organism which it embodies.”


