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Wilson, is found along all the rivers ; but here is obliged to

compromise a portion of his lordly character to his necessities,

and to work for his own living, having no fish-hawks to catch

his game for him. He feeds principally upon the dead sal-

mon he gleans from the surface of the water, as they float

downward in the stream, and changes his diet by an occa-

sional swoop upon some unlucky duck, which he catches

either while on the wing, or while feeding on the river. If

the duck when pursued in the air, can reach the surface of
the water, he does so with the utmost speed of wing, and
seek a momentary refuge by divinaj under it. The eagle, ba-

lancing himself over the spot of his victim's disappearance,

waits until he rises, and then strikes at him again and again,

until the latter's strength becomes wasted with the unusual
effort, and giving out at length, the relentless conqueror bears

him off as he rises languidly and for the last time to the sur-

face of the water. We have also pheasants in abundance,

likewise partridges, grouse, brant, pelicans, plovers, wild

geese, thrush, gulls, cranes, swans, and ravens, crows and vul-

tures. For a sportsman, this region is a paradise, and a dog
and a gun will afford him a chapter of elysium every day of
his life.

There is one peculiarly attractive feature, which this coun-

try possesses over most o^^ers, and that is, that like Old Ire-

land itself, it has no poisonous reptiles or insects, and better

than Ireland, we are not burdened with obligations to any
saiiit for the saintly office of extirpating them, the only snake

we have, is the harmless garter-snake, and there are no flies

to annoy the cattle.

Timber.—The timber of this section of Oregon, constitutes

the main source of its wealth. It is found in inexhaustible

quantities on the Columbia, and on the Willamette, just were
the water power is at hand to cut it up, and where ships can
easily take it on board. The principal timber of this section

is the fir, the white cedar, white oak, and black ash. There
are three kinds of fir ; the white, yellow, and red ; all of them
fine for plank, shingles, boards, and rails.

The white fir makes the best shingles. The fir is a spe-

cies of pine, which grov s very tall and straight, and stands

very thick upon the ground. Thick as they stand, however,

when you cut one, it never lodges in its fall, for the reason

that it never forks, and the limbs of the others arc too small


