
PREFACE.

My Fatiiku'h wonU niono hnvn iMHiii ummI in tho (X)ni|MMi-

tlon of tho tollowiii); ihi^ch. Thu inatoriiilM in my luuitlM con-

»\hUh\ of nil Aiitol>io);m|iliy, Ix'gun in 1HI2, tho ynir uHcr he

lofl tho l)ur, uml curried on nt intorvulH to thu year lHt7; u

Journal, in which ho niiulu (M'ciwionul cntricH from 1817 <iown

to tho your of hi^ (Utvth ; and a Hcrii'M of hittcrH to his Kuthcr

and hiM Hrothcr from tho timo li*; l«>ft Hcotlaud, at tho a)*v of

oightiton, till tho roM|H>('tivo (hnithri of hio two oorroHpondcntM.

From tluwj Houroofl I havo oi»U?avoro<l to form a coiuploto

narrutivo, UHiiig tho Momoirn or tlio Ijottcrn according an each

Hconiod to ti^ll tho Htory lM>Ht.

My chief diflioulty has lM!«n to mako Hiioh HcloctionH and

omisHionH i\n wore noc^>MHary to koo|> tho work within rcasonahlo

limitM; and if, at iirwt, thcHo may Moom to havo In'on oxccoiloil,

it hIiouUI Ih! ronioml)orod that my Father lived till ho wu8

nearly oighty-two, without having; had ono day of retirement

or idlono«H ; that from tho timo ho camo to Ijondoii, in tlio year

1708, h<! iK'gan to watch and to rw'ord politiotd ovontw; and

that for the huit thirty years of \m life ho was uuuHtuntly

employed in important public duties.

All remarks or comraentfl of my own I have avoided, feeling

iliat it would be unbecoming in mo to bestow either praise or


