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made .18 re^peclablc ns miy other branch ol commerce ; also,

that men of high position and l)tisiru':*s rospectahilily may
in this country, as they now do in Kn^land, <'n^age in

mining, rither as oirucis «m' private stotkhoUlers, without

impeaching their int«>«rrity, or taintinu: tlieir stan(lin^.

In England, mining has hcconif one of the irio-^l popnhir

modes of invcstnu'nl, and «'v»'rv n«'\v sclicrnc linds abundant

means and tiu' best class »)f men for its manageim-nt.

Our country is one va*»t bed of mineral wealth, yet in its

whole extent tliere arc but few payintj mines, and those

few are the only in«»l.tnces where eapilal has been judicious-

ly expended, and skill properly iipplied, in developing the

veins of ore. We do not know ol a .sini,de instance in this

country where a ^ood mine, with a sijllicicne\ of capital

and properly-applied enertjy, has failed to be productive
;

and wherever gooil mines have failed and been abandoned
it will be found that ii^Mioranee and want of energy were the

causes of such result. It is a notable fact in England that

some of their richest mines liavc been those which have
been abandoncid as; un\\»)rkable by sorm." previous com-
pany.

Metals are now lii^lier in price than ever before known
(luring this cenlury, and inininLr tiever so remunerative as

now.
The great increase in consumption of copper, lead, silver,

zinc, and tin, has already called forth comment in the Lon-
don Tiniesy for it is feared the home supply will soon be
inadequate lo their own wants, and they are now casting
their eyes towards the lJnit««d States as the only country
that can be counted on for an in(;rease of the supply, even
in sulHcient quantities for the actual wants of the two coun-
tries. With this state of things to encourage us, it seems
quite time to be*tir ourselves ;ind devote a part of our ener-
gies to internal development. There is not a State in the
Union but might add a large ainmal increase lo its wealth
by properly applying a portion of their energies to the work-
ing of their mines, and I believe we all feel that we ought
to supply our own wants from t»ur own resources, without
paying annually so many tnillions to foreign countries for

that which is so abundant at home.
The English mines are worked at great depths, and in no

other country in the world is mining carried to such a de-
gree of skill and perfection ; and small as their territory is,

they have more active mines than the rest of the civilized

»


