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In eoirob«ration of our tbe(^, of the punopei of tke

conioti, I b^ extmet Me icbbdn^ frbte;^h^ 4iil Li^>
ii«i<'o Aitronomy, of ekiUget hi Hie i^>p^Mt«i^fknd htdk of

tke taifii of certini«mneti<Mi their f«9e4iDg
•' It> Mid, in tbe *tk)?e^work, **Tht comet of 175!^ wet
now observed in vafioiM placet. It eontibued to be leeh at

Dresden, also at Leipsic, Boulogne, Bruuels, Liabon, Cadic,

&c. Its course being obserred, it was found that it arrited

at its penhelion, or at its nearest point to the sun, on the

ISth of March, between three and four o'clock in thie morn-
ing; exactly thirty-scTen days before the epoch first assigned

by Clairaat, but only twenty-three days previous to' his cor-

rected prediction. Tbe comet on this occasion appeared

very round, with a brilliant nucleus, well distinguished from

thf surrounding nebulosity. It had, however, no appearance

of a tail. About the middle of the latter month, it became

lost in the rays of the iun while approaching its perihelion

;

it afterwards emerged firom them on its departure from the

sun, and was visible before sunrise in the morning on the 1st

of April. On this day it was observed by Messier, who states

that he was able to distinguish the tail by his telescope. It

was again observed by him on the 3rd, Iffth, and 17th of

May. Lalande, however, who observed it on the same occa-

sions, was not able to discover any trace of tbe tail."

I have here to observe, that in the first account of this

comet given in the above work, before it had arrived at its

perihelion, or nearest distance from the sun, it is not said it

bad no tail, therefore we conclude it had one; but, as appeart

by the above extract, when it had arrived, on the 1 3th March,

at its nearest distance, it had no tail. Now, it appears to

me, our theory of the intended offices of comets will account

for these facts. The comet, on arriving at the sun, deposited

its gaseous matter or tail, therefore, as Lalande says, **he

oould not discover any trace of a tail.**

In page 64, of Arago and Lardner*8 Astronomy, it is said,

**It had been observed, however, in the southern hemi-

^ihert at Pondiobeiry by Pere Coeur-Doux, mud at the isle
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