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navigation, afford the only present means of transport for the-

local business of Montreal ; and the large amount of Freight and
Passengers which accumulate at that point from the South, West
and North, during all seasons of the year, which are de:^ '-led to

points below Montreal, in the Grv^at Valley of the St. Lavvrence
;

and if it can be demonstrated that the North Shore Railway,
when com])leted, will afford superior advantages for this business,

there can ue no doubt that it will receive, at least its proper pro-

portion.

The Country lying upon the North Shore of the St. Lawrence,
between Quebec and Montreal, is exceedingly rich in Agricultural,

Manufacturing and Mineral resources. The Farming lands,

extending from the River back to the Forests, a distance of from
twenty to fifty miles ; and embracing about 2,708,840 acres, are

now and have for more than a Centur}' past, been under a high
state of Cultivation, producing the finest crops of haj^ ; oats;

wheat ;
corn ; barley

;
potatoes ; etc., in great abundance.

As a Grazing country, it is unsurpassed.

The prjhont population is something over 220,000.

There are twenty-six large Saw Mills in operation, within easy
reach of the line, manufactui-ing 340,00(1,000 feet Board measure
per annum, of Merchantable Lumber.
There are also four large Furnaces, which, although being

worked at their minimum capacity, turn out 8,000 tons of Iron
annually.

There are also, one largo Foundry- ; two large Woolen Manu-
facturies ; three large Machine Shops

;
one Nail Factor}'

; three

large Flouring Mills ; one Pa])er Mill ; and three large Tanneries;
all in successful operation, along, and in the immediate vicinity

of the line of the J^ihvay.
The City of Three iiivers, situated about midway between

Quebec and Montreal, and at the junction of the Piles Branch
with the Main Line of the liailway, has a population of about
9,000 ;

and is rapidly increasing ImLli 'n population, a?id impor-
tance as a Commercial and Manufactn ing Centre.

The Dry Goods merchants, Grocers, and Iron Merchants of this

(;)ity import goods lo the amount of ^000,000 annually ; and one
Fur dealer exj)()rts annually to the United States, furs to the value

of $130,000. During the last season, there were shipped from
this City, over the Branch of the Grand Trunk Railway, extend-

ing fronv a point opposite Three Rivers to Artliabaska, for Boston
and other markets in the United Slates, .5,600 tons of Hay, and
75,000 bushels of Oats.

At intervals of from seven to nine miles, all along the line, aie

situated fine and growing parish Villages, man}' of which, lil<o

LoreLlo ; Sle. Jeanre de Neuville ; Cap Santo ; Ste. Anne ; River
du Loup; Berthior; rAssoniplion ; rKjdphanie ; kc, kc; ai-e

already industrial centres of considerable importance; and with
th'i stimulant afforded by a Kaihvay pa:ising through or near


