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896 LIFE OF WASHINGTON,

from hia divisicQ. They soou tell in with the Canadians and
Indians, whicli formed the advance guard of the enemy's right,

and attacking tliem .vith spirit, drove theiu in or rather dispersed

them. Morgan's riflemen, fo.Uov/ing up their advanLugc with

too much eagerness, became likewise scattered, and a strong

re-enforcement of royalists arriving on the scene of action, the

Americans, in their turn, were obliged to give way.
O^liCr detachments now arrived from the American camp,

led by Arnold, who attacked Fraser on his right, to check liis

attempt to get in the rvjar of the camp. Finding the positiun

of Fraser too strong to be forced, he sent to head-quarters for

re-enforcements, but they were refused by Gates, who declared

that no more should go; "he would not suffer his camp to be

exposed." ^

The reason he gave was that it might be attacked by the

enemy's left wing.

Arnold now made a rapid counter-march, and, liis movement
being masked by tlie woods, suddenly attempted to turn Fraser's

left. Here he came in full conflict with tlie liriiisli line, and
threw himself upon it with a boldness and impetuosity that for

a time ihreatened to break it, and cut the wings of the army
asunder. Tlie grenadiers and Breyman's riflemen hastened to

its support. General Phillips broke his way through the woods
with fonr pieces of artillery, and Riedosel came on with his

heavy dragoons. Re-en forcemcn is came likewise to Arnold's

assistance, his force, however, nwer exj^eeded three thousand
men, and with these, for nearly four hours, he kept up a con-

flict almost Iiund to hand, with the whole rigl>t wing of the Brit-

ish armv. Part rsf the time the Americans iiad the advantage
of fighting under the cover of a wood- so favorable to their

iKilitia jvnd sliari)shooters. Burgoyne ordered tiie woods to be

c1> 'red by llie bayonet. His troops rushed forward in columns
with a hurrah ! The Americans kept within tlieir intrenchments,

and repeiilcdly repiu., "d them ; but, if they pursued their advan-
taji^e, and advanced i . o open field, they were in tiieir turn

driven back.

Nigiit alone put an end to a conflict, which the British ac-

knowledged to have been the most obstinate and hardly fouuht.

they huu ever experienced in America. Both parties claimed

tlu! victory. But, thougli tlie British "emainod on the field of

battle, where they lay all night upon tlu'ir anus, they had
failed in their object ; they had been assailed instead of being
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