Che piety, or-
" Pontiffs who
dntributed to
Power which
" the Mother
the Mother
strong cen-
’ssity in the
from Con-
Lll'S dayg to
> beginning
the papal
t decretals,
ort to the
velopment,
its of that
se famous

Ingers in-
be asso-

tantine on.
absence of
wer of the
itinople, a

y asserted

3 Empire

i checked
ng them.

1¢ Third

of Euro-

trikingly
of Saint
f. Papa]

ITALY IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY. 1§

ciated with the spiritual power of the Papacy would
have led to their being averted, we cannot tell. Hu-
manly speaking, it is difficult to imagine, as we trace
the course of history, that the Popedom could have
been very different from what it was. Be this as it
may, it seems inevitable that it should have become a
secular power, and equally so that its spiritual charac-
ter, the world being what it is, should have suffered from
the conngction.

The deterioration is, in fact, undeniable. As we fol
low the solemn and impressive history from Pontiff to
Pontiff, from age to age, we become aware that the
voice of the Vicar of Christ no longer speaks in the pure
tones of a Leo or a Gregory; the world also has its
prophet on the throne of Petéy, and the spirit of the
world is blended, in a combination sometimes blasphe-
mous, sometimes touching upon the ludicrous, with the
higher spirit of the kingdom. The first Bishop of Chris-
tendom is serving two masters.

The moral deterioration of the Roman See is a simple
fact of history. It was not rapid, and there were breaks
and suspensions and recoils in its course ; but it was, on
the whole, gradual and certain. We mark it, perhaps,
most in the period which elapsed between the beginning
of the fourteenth century and the era of the Reforma-
tion. The evil, however, was at work long before this
time. In the struggles between the great Popes, like
Gregory VII. (Hildebrand), and the great Emperors,
like Henry IV., there was of necessity a secularizing of
the spirit of the ecclesiastical power, far more than a spir-
itualizing of the secular ; and the Popes were quite as
much the victims as they were the causes of the circum-
stances in which they found themselves.
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