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That whilHt residing there lie was prevailed upon to go to Canada to intercede for

the oppressed inhabitants of the Canadian northwest territory
;

That while residing temporarily there he was arraigned and indicted for high trea-

son against Her Majesty the Qneen of England
;

That during the month of July last he was put upon his trial, which resulted in

his conviction and sentence of death ;

Tliiit, as yonr jtPtitioners are credibly informed, his trial was not only not impartial,
but that lu' was deprived of giving evidence which might have shown him entirely
innocent of the offense of which he was accused

;

That under the then existing political excitement in Canada, resulting in a meas-
ure from questions bearing upon the rights of the i)eople for whom he was contend-
inc. he was deprived of the means of making his best defense, and that his trial was
unfair, partial, and unjust

;

That, as your petitioners are advised and believe, the court before whom he was
trie<l was without jurisdiction, and that his conviction was unsupported by the evi-
dence and contrary to law.

Yt)ur petitioners therefore ask such interposition on the part of the United States
Go\erninent as may seem reasoimble and just for the relief and protection of one of
its ailopted citizens, now languishing under tiie sentence of death by a foreign court.

Kochester, N. Y., August '.iK, IdSo.

A. E. Maxseau,
PiKRKK GaGNIEK.
Loris G. La Fontaine,

and s'Xtvsix others.
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Copy of the naluralizaiion ccrtiftcdlc of f.ouh David Riel.

In tlie United States district court of the. third Judicial district of the Territory of

Montana.

Present, Hon. D. S. Wade, judge.

In till matfei' of the nppUcntiim of ^.oiih Darid L'irl, av alien, to become a citizen of
the (.'nited Staten of .tnurica.

In open court, March term, A. D. ISs;}, this Kith day of March, A. D. 188:5, as yet of
said term.

It appearing to the satisfaction of this court, by the oaths of E. L. Merrill and
Leni .ieroiiK!, cjjtizens of tlie Uniteil States of America, witnesses for that purpose,
tirst duly sworn and examined, that Louis David Kiel, a native of Canada, has re-

sided within the limits and under the juri.sdietion of the United States live years at
least, last past, and within the Territory of Montana for one yea"* last past ; and that
<lnring all of said five years' time he has behaved as a man of good moral character,
attached to the principles of the Constitution of the United States, and well dis-

posed to the good order and hajipiness of the siime ; and it also appearing to the
court, by competent evidi^nce; that the said ai)plicant has heretofore, and more than
two years since, and in due form of law, declared his intention to become a citizen

of the United States: and having now here, before this court, taken an oath that he
will sujiport the Constitution of the Unitetl States of America, and that he doth ab-
solutely and entirely renounce anil abjure all allegiance and fidelity to every foreign

prince. ]totentate, state, or sovereignty whatever, and particularly to Victoria, Queen
of Great Britain, it is thertifore ordered, adjudged, and decreed, that the said Louis
David Riel be, and he is hereby, admitted and declared to be a citizen of the United
States of America.

D. S. Wauk,
Judge.

Signature: Louis David Kiki-

Offne of the clerk of the United Staten dit<triet eourt of the third judicial district of the

Territory of Montana, ss :

I, B. H. Tatem, clerk of the United States district court of the third judicial dis-

trict of the Territory of Montana, *-aid court being a court of record having common
law jurisdiction and u clerk and seal, do certify that the above is a true copy of the


