
fervently, brotlu'ily ft»rl»e,irunc»; and love with ii reiidiii'-MN to iiccfpl

unil t'licDunme i-xfiy t'll irl wli'.ch in tin- rcniott'st (Ic^jrcv- ii'iidetl iu|

iittain any of tlie ciuls at uliich he ainit'ii. His accfptiii); the (irnml

Musti'ishipif rii't'MiaH()nai|i,if so he did, hiiii^j a rfniaikahle iuHtnnc* I

of liiiN. Which h«>in); a nu'i'ciy human inNtitiition, and aimiii)!at

human I'fHuhN, in stid so far in unison with th it ^reat'i', higher,

that divine institution of human re^enoration and salvation, ul|

which lie was so distiii^'iiislicd an Apostle and T- aidier.

And the Third reproof wliich St. John met with fron) his Master, I

which partook Homewhat of the fcame natiiie hn the luHt, wuh fur I

forhiddihf,' a person to cist nut devils ii\ Clnist'H name, l>ecaase ht

followed not tiiem. \o emulation or jealousy »li(njld prevent nur

encoiu'a;;inj,' every man to do jjood, althoii;,'h hu uct and think n"t

in all piiin's as we do. or as we could wi.sh hini Id do. Whatever

real jjood he do- s, ii is (ioij wlni disposes and enahlos iiim to do it;

luid in time thai same (iod may reveal ad otiur needful mvl

desiralilo lliin^s to him : towards which, wu ourselves, hy trualiii;!

Ruci an one with tciulerncss and kindiu'ss.may he made insirumeiiliil.

Hut thesetdlences of Si.JhImi'.s hein<{,— u|)on Chrinl's adnKMiitinn.

-repented of and forsaken, they depriv.d not the " helaveil

disciple" of the place he had ohtained in his Lord's favour. For ul

the last supper we find him sitting' next to .lesus, and rediinnn mi

lus l)rea>t; as it is the pri\ih';,'e of every beloveil disciple no*,
to i)our out all his complaints int. the Hosoin <d' his Redeemer, who
IS still always ready to luar, always inixhtv to save.

IV. And then, St. John, our I'atnm! was one of the sacrel
three to whom the secrets and mysteries of revelation were cotnmitliHl,
and he was the one, more than all the rest, more even than the other
two. who revealed and explained them. And it is here chiellv t'nil

he IS » very appropriate I'atron of Masonry. Masonry like

luisiuunty has is mysteries; and to every true Mason, like the
Deloved disciple, IS committed knowlcdue aiul mysteries which are
«iselv arid carefully kept from the uninitiated.

In the course o*' the evangelical hisf..,ry, we find St John, in

conjunctinn with M. I'eter. an.l Si. James, admitte I f. the knowled;;e
and vifw ui some more private miradns and transactions, to which

h. 1 , f "' '''':'\''*"?"
'•'•"'••'l''^''^ "•^•'•t' "ot admitted. These wen

la r n ;''';V"T''
''' '^''!! ^^'^'''^ "''>'-'" ''« ''">**^^l ^he duuKhlerc

<"i<i ddmcn, and John a. > .• • .
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e erv tn ^d "
l

". ''\'"' ^'''^ '" "' «'^'"'-' '^«^"«^ the happy lot of

a Si I 'S;
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"' ''' '''"' """-kinf; his miracles in person,

mercy .;;,..';' • Z? ^'^' '^^''' ^'"^ ^^"'"'"•^ "*" ^'vine lo've andmtity .lie manifested untn K m . ...,.i i.. i , ,, i- ,. ..i :..

secret u\ {\w I,,,,,]
.

l';-f-i les know and understand it. The
'" «'ll> t!«vm that ftar 1,1,,,; av.d he shews io


