
rOKXELirS, BY THE Ghack op God, axd Favoh of thk
Apo8TOlic See, Auchhishop of Halifax.

To Ihe 01('i'()U (fiid Laittf of ihe DioccKe of Halifax, health

and bfuedicfion in the Lord:

Deakly Beloved :

Almijrhty (Jod, speakinjr throuiifh his Holy Prophet Joiv-

iniu.s, and wishinjr to show at once the sad state of lleli«;i()ii

anionir tlie Jewish jjeople, and to point out its cause, said :

" Witli dciiolatlon /'« all (Jic land niadp desolate; hemu.se theve is

none that aniftidereth in heart.
^'—'(Jer. XH-ll.) A s})iritual

desohition overspread the hmd ; and the cause of it was, "he-
cause there is none tliat considereth in heart"; hecause none
really turned their thoughts to (Jod ; because men were more
intent on the i)leasures and interests of this world, than on the

sanctification of their souls.

AVere a Jeremias to arise in one da^', and receive a connnand
to deliver (Jod's messaj^e to the Christian world would he not

have to use nearly the selfsame lan«>ua<>e ? There is a vast

amount of spiritual desolation, and it is l)ecause men do not

consider in heart. The sweet yoke of Faith is cast aside as if it

Mere an intolerable burden ; the practices of relii>ion are neiilect-

ed, and sometimes derided; the very Commandments of (Jod

hhnself are broken Avithout fear or remorse. Some, for<»ettinii'

the injunction of the A})Ostle, " not to be more wise than it

behoveth to be wise; but to be wise unto sobriety,"—(Kom.
Xn-8.) aro<iate to themselves all wisdom, and ))resume to sit

in iudiiinent on the works of (Jod himself. Thev lauuh at reve-

lation ; they mock the divinity of Christ ; they call Christianity

a su})erstition ; and sneer at tlevout believers as weak imbeciles.

Others, not so openly impious, but in whom Christian senti-

ments are half choked by evil passions, lose no oi)portunity of

havinir a covert thrust at the teachin<is of strict morality, and of

throwin<2j a doubt on some fundamental truth. They have enou<rh

of evil in them to make them wish that Christianity Avere false ;

tnid enough of Christianity to render their conduct inexcusable.

Trulv, " with desolation is all the land made desolate."


